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us disrupted 
Russian troll 
factory on day 
of ’18 midterms 


Families urge Trump 
to press for return 
of more remains 

By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea—Three 
families have closure after 
North Korea in July handed 
over 55 boxes containing bones 
said to belong to American 
troops killed in the 1950-53 Ko¬ 
rean War. 

But thousands are still miss¬ 
ing, including fighter pilots shot 
down over enemy territory and 
soldiers taken captive on the 
battlefield. 

An agreement to recover the 
remains of servicemembers lost 
in North Korea was one of the 
most tangible outcomes from the 
first U.S.-North Korean summit 
in Singapore in June. 

“The United States and (North 
Korea) commit to recovering 
POW/MIA remains, including 
the immediate repatriation of 
those already identified,” the 
fourth point of the final declara¬ 
tion said. 

SEE REMAINS ON PAGE 3 
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The first of 55 cases of remains repatriated from North Korea is carried off a plane at Osan Air Base, South Korea, on July 27. 
Eight months after the U.S. and North Korea committed to recovering remains from the Korean War, the process has stalled. 


Leaders get second chance at deal, but expectations low 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

HANOI, Vietnam — President Donald 
Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un will get a second chance to make a deal 
when they meet for the second time Wednes¬ 
day in the Vietnamese capital. 

But the two-day summit will take place 
against a backdrop of warnings from intelli¬ 
gence officials and experts that the North is 
unwilling to relinquish its nuclear weapons, 
which it sees as key to regime survival. 


ANALYSIS That leaves little chance 
for a breakthrough. Even 
the Trump administration 
has sought to manage expectations, with the 
president saying he won’t lift sanctions and 
is in no rush to reach a deal. 

China’s Foreign Ministry urged the two 
sides to “meet each other halfway.” 

The third-generation North Korean leader 
rode into Hanoi on Tuesday in an armored 
limousine surrounded by motorcycle police 
as crowds lined up behind barricades and 
cheered. 


He transferred to the limo after a nearly 
three-day, 2,500-mile train journey from 
Pyongyang through China to the Vietnam¬ 
ese border town of Dong Dang. 

His entourage included North Korean 
lead nuclear negotiator Kim Yong Choi; Kim 
Jong Un’s powerful sister, Kim Yo Jong; and 
other high-ranking officials, according to 
the state-run Korean Central News Agency. 

Trump arrived by plane later Tuesday. 

SEE DEAL ON PAGE 3 


By Ellen Nakashima 

The Washington Post 

The US. military blocked in¬ 
ternet access to an infamous Rus¬ 
sian entity seeking to sow discord 
among Americans during the 
2018 midterms, several US. of¬ 
ficials said, a warning that the 
group’s operations against the 
United States are not cost-free. 

The strike on the Internet Re¬ 
search Agency in St. Petersburg, 
a company underwritten by an 
oligarch close to President Vladi¬ 
mir Putin, was part of the first 
offensive cybercampaign against 
Russia designed to thwart at¬ 
tempts to interfere with a U.S. 
election, the officials said. 

“They basically took the IRA 
offline,” according to one individ¬ 
ual familiar with the matter who, 
like others, spoke on the condition 
of anonymity to discuss classi¬ 
fied information. “They shut ’em 
down.” 

The operation marked the 
first muscle-flexing by US. 
Cyber Command, with intelli¬ 
gence from the National Security 
Agency, under new authorities it 
was granted by President Donald 
Trump and Congress last year to 
bolster offensive capabilities. 

Whether the impact of the St. 
Petersburg action will be long- 
lasting remains to be seen. Rus¬ 
sia’s tactics are evolving, and 
some analysts were skeptical of 
the deterrent value on the Rus¬ 
sian troll factory or on Putin, who, 
according to US. intelligence of¬ 
ficials, ordered an “influence” 
campaign in 2016 to undermine 
faith in US. democracy. U.S. of¬ 
ficials also have assessed that the 
Internet Research Agency works 
on behalf of the Kremlin. 

“Such an operation would be 
more of a pinprick that is more 
annoying than deterring in the 
long run,” said Thomas Rid, a 
strategic studies professor at 
Johns Hopkins University, who 
was not briefed on the details. 

SEE TROLL ON PAGE 7 















Page 2 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, February 27,2019 


MILITARY _ 

Navy ships again pass through Taiwan Strait 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — A pair of 
Navy ships passed through the Taiwan Strait 
on Sunday, a contentious passage that has 
become almost routine in the past half-year. 

The destroyer USS Stethem and cargo 
ship USNS Cesar Chavez sailed through the 
strait that separates Taiwan and mainland 
China to demonstrate “the U.S. commitment 
to a free and open Indo-Pacific,” the Navy 
said in a statement. 

China regards Taiwan as a renegade prov¬ 
ince that must, at some point, be reunified 
with the mainland. The United States nor¬ 
malized diplomatic ties with Beijing in 1979 
and has agreed that under the “One China” 


policy Taiwan is part of the mainland. 

But the U.S. has continued informal sup¬ 
port for the island under the United States 
Taiwan Relations Act, under which it sells 
arms and provides military training to 
Taiwan. 

Those sales have been a source of persis¬ 
tent irritation for Beijing — as are the Navy’s 
transits through the strait, which were once 
rare but are becoming commonplace. 

Late last month, the destroyer USS Mc- 
Campbell and fleet replenishment oiler 
USNS Walter S. Diehl passed through the 
strait. 

In late November, a destroyer and a fleet 
replenishment vessel sailed through those 
waters. 

The Navy has also stepped up the rate of 


freedom-of-navigation transits near islands 
in the South China Sea that China has ex¬ 
panded and militarized. China, Vietnam, the 
Philippines and several other nations have 
ongoing claims of sovereignty over islands 
in the sea. 

While the U.S. does not claim ownership of 
any of the islands and does not officially take 
positions on the multination disputes, Amer¬ 
ican officials have reiterated the right for all 
nations to transit international waters. 

“The U.S. Navy will continue to fly, sail 
and operate anywhere international law al¬ 
lows,” the Navy said Monday of its most re¬ 
cent transit of the Taiwan Strait. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOison 



Jeremy GRAHAM/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


The destroyer USS Stethem trains in the 
Philippine Sea in 2017. The Stethem and 
the USNS Cesar Chavez passed through 
the Taiwan Strait on Sunday. 



2 US soldiers remain in 
hospital after Poland crash 


Camp Humphreys in South Korea has a bustling airfield that includes 
helicopters from the 2nd Combat Aviation Brigade. A hard landing at 
the aii^eld Monday is under investigation. 


Crew safe 
after ‘hard 
landing’ at 
Humphreys 

By Matthew Keeler 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — No one was hurt when 
a U.S. military aircraft “experi¬ 
enced a hard landing” Monday 
in South Korea, an Eighth Army 
spokeswoman said. 

The cause of the incident on 
the Camp Humphreys airfield 
is under investigation, Lt. Col. 
Peggy Kageleiry told Stars and 
Stripes in an email. 

“No injuries (were) reported 
and the crew is safe,” she said. 


The aircraft was identified only 
as a fixed-wing aircraft assigned 
to the 501st Military Intelligence 
Brigade. No information about its 
condition was available Tuesday. 

Camp Humphreys operates the 
Army’s most active airfield in 
the Pacific region and is nearing 


Sean KiMMONs/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


completion of the largest trans¬ 
formation project in Defense De¬ 
partment history. The installation 
will be home to nearly 36,000 sol¬ 
diers, civilians and their families 
when finished. 

keeler.matthew@stripes.com 
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Two US soldiers remain hospi¬ 
talized in stable condition after 
a Sunday traffic accident in Po¬ 
land, the military said Tuesday. 

Six servicemembers were hurt 
while driving on a routine mis¬ 
sion from Karliki to Trzebien, 
Poland, to pick up equipment. 
The troops, all assigned to the 
21st Theater Sustainment Com¬ 
mand, were traveling in a nine- 
passenger van when it swerved 
off the side of the road and rolled 
over, said M^. Selwyn Johnson, 
command spokesman. 

Four soldiers have since been 
released from the hospital, John¬ 
son said. 

The two who remained hospi¬ 
talized will likely be transferred 
to the military’s Landstuhl Re¬ 


gional Medical Center in Germa¬ 
ny for more treatment, he said. 

A seventh soldier involved in 
the crash was not injured. 

The town of Karliki in central 
Poland is located near the city of 
Zagan, which is one of the main 
hubs for the U.S. Army in the 
country. 

The village of Trzebien, a drive 
of about 160 miles away, is home 
to a logistics staging base and 
drone training site used by NATO 
troops in the country. 

The Army said it is assisting 
local authorities as they investi¬ 
gate the accident. 

The 21st TSC, based out of 
Kaiserslautern, Germany, man¬ 
ages the Army’s logistics efforts 
in Europe. 

news@stripes.com 
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PACIFIC 


Deal: Pressure increases for concrete commitments 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


T-shirts showing President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un are displayed for sale 
along with American and North Korean flags in a tourist area in Hanoi, Vietnam, on Tuesday. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The summit was expected to 
begin Wednesday evening with a 
private dinner, followed by a series 
of official meetings on Thursday. 

The pomp surrounding the 
summit also provides Trump an 
escape from Washington as his 
former attorney and confidant 
Michael Cohen was scheduled to 
testify at a closed-door hearing of 
the Senate Intelligence Commit¬ 
tee on Tuesday in Washington. 

Cohen will answer questions 
about his involvement in plans 
to develop a Trump Tower in 
Moscow as well as whether the 
president directed him to lie to 
Congress. 

In Hanoi, Trump faces pres¬ 
sure to wrest concrete commit¬ 
ments from Kim after their first 
summit on June 12 ended with 
a vaguely worded agreement to 
work toward the “complete de¬ 
nuclearization of the Korean 
Peninsula.” 

Here’s a look at what may be on 
the table: 

Nuclear facilities 

North Korea argues that it 
already has taken steps by sus¬ 
pending nuclear and missile tests 
and blowing up its main nuclear 
testing facility. Kim also offered 
to dismantle the nuclear material 
production facility of Yongbyon 
if the United States takes “corre¬ 
sponding measures.” 

The US. special envoy for North 
Korea, Stephen Biegun, said ear¬ 
lier this month that Pyongyang 
pledged to destroy all its pluto¬ 
nium and uranium enrichment 


facilities in exchange for recipro¬ 
cal moves. Biegun also said that 
Pyongyang must provide a com¬ 
plete list of its nuclear assets be¬ 
fore any deal can be reached. 

Any such deal would raise 
questions about verification. Past 
talks have collapsed over the 
issue of inspections. 


End-of-war declaration 

The 1950-53 Korean War, which 
pitted the US. and South Korea 
against the China-backed North, 
ended in an armistice instead of 
a peace treaty. The North wants 
an end-of-war declaration, which 
would be the first step toward a 


formal peace treaty. The actual 
treaty would have to be signed 
by China, the U.S.-led United 
Nations Command and North 
Korea. But Washington has long 
said it wouldn’t begin the process 
until final, irreversible denucle¬ 
arization is achieved. The US. 
concern is that a move toward a 


peace agreement would undercut 
the justification for maintaining 
some 28,500 American troops on 
the divided peninsula. 

International sanctions 

The United States and the UN. 
Security Council have imposed 
punishing economic sanctions 
against the North for banned nu¬ 
clear weapons development. No¬ 
body expects Trump to agree to 
lift the measures, but experts say 
the US. could allow more exemp¬ 
tions for humanitarian needs and 
inter-Korean economic projects. 

The Trump administration, 
however, has insisted it will 
maintain its “maximum pressure 
campaign” until denuclearization 
is achieved. 

Military exercises 

Trump surprised the interna¬ 
tional community and many of 
his aides when he announced he 
was suspending joint mihtary ex¬ 
ercises with South Korea, which 
have long been a linchpin of the 
alliance. The next mqjor drills are 
reportedly expected to begin Mon¬ 
day on a smaller scale, but officials 
have declined to confirm that until 
after the summit. North Korea 
hates the drills, which it considers 
rehearsals for an invasion. 

Experts say Kim may also push 
for Washington to agree to ease 
up on the deployment of so-called 
strategic assets such as aircraft 
carriers and supersonic bombers 
to the divided peninsula. 

gamel.kim(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: (akimgamel 


Remains: Advocates push for Trump to prioritize repatriating remains 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Eight months later, the process has 
stalled after the high-profile repatriation of 
the 55 boxes of remains and one dog tag. 

Advocates urged President Donald 
Trump to press North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un during their second meeting, in 
Hanoi this week, to return more sets and to 
allow US. search teams to enter the North 
to unearth others from former battlefields 
and prisoner of war camps. 

“There has been no discussion of the 
mission by the leadership of either country 
leading up to the summit,” Rick Downes, 
president of the Coalition of Families of 
Korean and Cold War POW/MIAs, said 
Tuesday. “What appeared to be the begin¬ 
ning of a renewed commitment has appar¬ 
ently become less than an afterthought.” 

Downes, whose father. Air Force Lt. Hal 
Downes, went missing in North Korea in 
1952, said his group also wants to arrange 
teams to find 600 crash sites involving 900 
missing US. airmen in North Korea as 
well as remains believed buried in former 
UN. cemeteries. 

More than 30,000 Americans were killed 
in the three-year war, which left the penin¬ 
sula divided because it ended in an armi¬ 
stice instead of a peace treaty. 

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency, known as DPAA, says 7,765 re¬ 
main unaccounted for, with some 5,300 
lost behind enemy lines. 

North Korean officials have indicated 
they possess as many as 200 sets of re¬ 
mains that have been recovered over the 


years, DPAA says, but a definitive number 
has never been confirmed. 

Recovery efforts have been complicated 
over the years by tensions over North Ko¬ 
rea’s nuclear weapons program. 

Trump frequently cites the return of the 
55 boxes of remains, along with the release 
of three American civilians who had been 
detained as signs of progress in his talks 
with the North. 

“The remains are coming back,” he told 
reporters last week at the White House. 
“Their family members have found out ex¬ 
actly what’s going on, and they’ve had cer¬ 
emonies that are absolutely beautiful.” 

Trump said “so many people” lobbied 
him to get the remains back while he was 
campaigning for president. “So we’ve done 
that,” he said. 

DPAA continues to communicate with 
North Korean officials “regarding the pos¬ 
sible resumption of remains recovery mis¬ 
sions in North Korea,” spokesman Lt. Col. 
Kenneth Hoffman said in an email. 

He did not provide details but said the 
process was “professional.” 

The Hawaii-based agency had hoped to 
begin the searches this summer. 

Troubled past 

The issue has always been subject to the 
volatile relationship between the US. and 
North Korea. 

The Americans carried out 33 joint re¬ 
covery operations in North Korea between 
1996 and 2005, but those were halted amid 
distrust and growing concern about the 


North’s nuclear program. 

Critics at the time also argued the North 
was using the program to extort money 
from Washington, prompting the label 
“bones for bucks.” 

Before July, the last repatriation had 
been in 2007, when then-New Mexico Gov. 
Bill Richardson traveled to Pyongyang and 
returned with six sets of remains. 

The State Department has said no pay¬ 
ment was made for the remains received 
in July. 

Republican Congressman Vern Bu¬ 
chanan, of Florida, said he understands 
the need to prioritize efforts to rid North 
Korea of nuclear weapons. 

But Buchanan urged Trump to priori¬ 
tize the issue of repatriating remains in his 
two-day summit with Kim, which begins 
Wednesday in Hanoi. 

“The families of our fallen service mem¬ 
bers have already waited more than half a 
century for the bodies of their loved ones 
to be returned,” he wrote in a letter last 
week. “They should not be forced to wait 
any longer.” 

The identification process also is diffi¬ 
cult and often takes years, although it was 
aided in July by the inclusion of a military 
ID tag belonging to Army Master Sgt. 
Charles H. McDaniel, of Indiana. 

Scientists later confirmed that Army 
Pfc. William H. Jones, of North Carolina, 
and Army Sgt. Frank Julius Suliman, of 
New Jersey, had been found. 

South Korea also recovered 13 sets of re¬ 
mains, including one believed to be from 
an American, during mine-clearing opera¬ 


tions in the heavily fortified border area 
earlier this year. 

The search operation in the so-called 
Demilitarized Zone was expected to “begin 
in earnest in April,” according to Lt. Col. 
Choung Choi, of the Defense Ministry’s re¬ 
covery agency known as MAKRI. 

The area was the site of fierce fight¬ 
ing involving mostly American, French 
and South Korean forces against Chi¬ 
nese troops who were backing the North 
Koreans. 

Some 120,000 South Korean forces re¬ 
main missing in action. 

“Sadly, many people gave their lives for 
their country,” Choi said in an interview at 
the MAKRI offices in the National Cem¬ 
etery in Seoul. “They need an honorable 
return to the arms of their families.” 

Vietnamese precedent 

Joe Davis, of the advocacy group Veter¬ 
ans of Foreign Wars, pointed out that the 
recovery of remains has been a catalyst for 
peace efforts in the past. 

“That humanitarian mission is what 
helped to normalize relations with Viet¬ 
nam,” he said in an email. 

The Missouri-based group expressed 
hope that more remains would be 
recovered. 

“Returning our fallen to their families 
is a humanitarian mission that transcends 
politics,” Davis said. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamei 
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Dems press DOD 
about screening 
for extremism 



Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps Twitter 


Left: Then-Pvt. Mason Edward Mead measures buffer material for a grape charge during demolition 
training at Camp Lejeune, N.C., in January 2018. Right: Blocks of TNT are arranged into the shape of a 
swastika in a photo posted on Mead’s personal Twitter account. 

NCIS investigating pro-Nazi, racist 
tweets posted to Marine’s account 


By Dan Lamothe 

The Washington Post 

A series of incidents in which 
U.S. troops have been arrested 
in cases involving white nation¬ 
alism is of “significant concern, 
particularly given their combat 
and weapons training,” several 
House Democrats said in a letter 
on Monday, pressing the Pentagon 
and Department of Homeland Se¬ 
curity for information about how 
they screen for recruits. 

Maryland Reps. Elijah Cum¬ 
mings, Anthony Brown and Jamie 
Raskin and California Rep. Jackie 
Speier wrote that they applaud the 
actions taken by federal agencies 
in the arrest this month of Coast 
Guard Lt. Christopher Hasson, a 
self-proclaimed white nationalist 
who authorities say had a list of 
journalists and politicians that he 
planned to kill. 

But citing that case and others 
in 2017, the lawmakers asked act¬ 
ing Pentagon chief Pat Shanahan 
and Department of Homeland 
Security chief Kirstjen Nielsen, 
who oversees the Coast Guard, 
how Hasson and others who dem¬ 
onstrated extremist views were 
able to circumvent the military’s 
checks. 

“Our hope is that these inci¬ 
dents are isolated events and are 
not indicative of a larger, system¬ 
ic issue within the United States 
Armed Services,” the lawmakers 
wrote. “Beyond the extremes of 
domestic terrorism, we are addi¬ 
tionally concerned with low-level 
racism and other identity-based 
harassment that disrupts unit 
cohesion, impacts readiness 
and degrades the ability of our 
servicemembers to protect our 
nation. Servicemembers who 
experience or witness racist or 
hateful behavior must be able to 
report such behavior without fear 
of repercussions.” 

Hasson, 49, was arrested Feb. 
15 in Silver Spring, Md., after an 


West Point addresses 
sexual harassment 

WEST POINT, N.Y. — West 
Point suspended classes Mon¬ 
day so cadets could help address 
the persistent problem of sexual 
assault and harassment at the 
academy. 

U.S. Military Academy Su¬ 
perintendent Lt. Gen. Darryl 
A. Williams ordered a full-day 
“stand-down” at the academy 
weeks after a Pentagon survey 
reported an increase in sexual as¬ 
saults and harassment. Williams 
said results of the survey were 
“unacceptable.” 

“Sexual assault and harass¬ 
ment have no place at West Point 


investigation that began last fall 
when a computer program the 
Coast Guard uses to search for in¬ 
sider threats identified suspicious 
behavior allegedly tied to him. He 
was charged with possession of 
firearms and ammunition by an 
unlawful user of a controlled sub¬ 
stance and unlawful possession 
of Tramadol, an opioid painkiller. 

On Thursday, a judge ordered 
that Hasson be held for 14 days 
while federal authorities consider 
bringing additional charges. Has¬ 
son’s attorney, Julie Stelzig, has 
argued that there was no indica¬ 
tion he planned to carry out any 
violence and that it is not a crime 
to have negative thoughts. 

Hasson had previously served 
in the Marine Corps and Army 
National Guard in the late 1980s 
and 1990s. In a letter to a neo- 
Nazi quoted in his court filing, 
authorities said he wrote that he 
was a “longtime white national¬ 
ist” and had “been a skinhead 30- 
plus years ago before my time in 
the military.” 

In their letter Monday, the 
lawmakers also noted that ser¬ 
vicemembers participated in the 
“Unite the Right” rally in August 
2017 in Charlottesville, Va., in 
which white nationalists, neo- 
Nazis, members of the Ku Klux 
Klan and other extremists gath¬ 
ered. Several were later identi¬ 
fied as U.S. servicemembers. In 
one case, a Marine — Lance Cpl. 
Vasillios Pistolis — was court- 
martialed and separated from the 
military. 

The lawmakers cited another 
incident in May 2017 in which two 
Marines — Sgt. Michael Chesny 
and Staff Sgt. Joseph Manning 
— were arrested for trespassing 
during a pro-Confederate demon¬ 
stration in Graham, N.C. They un¬ 
furled a banner emblazoned with 
symbols associated with white na¬ 
tionalism, including “YWNRU,” 
an acronym that stands for “You 
will not replace us,” a slogan 
chanted in Charlottesville. 


or in our Army,” Williams said in 
a prepared statement. “It erodes 
readiness and the trust required 
to build cohesive teams and is 
contrary to West Point ideals and 
Army values.” 

The day was to include an ad¬ 
dress by Williams to cadets, 
faculty and staff, facilitated dis¬ 
cussions about behavior and cul¬ 
ture at West Point and talks about 
possible solutions. 

Samantha Ross, program man¬ 
ager for the academy’s response 
to sexual harassment and assault, 
said the focus was on analyzing 
why sexual violence occurs and 
what each individual can do to 
create a better environment. 

From The Associated Press 


By Caitlin Doornbos 
Stars and Stripes 

A Marine stationed at Marine 
Corps Base Hawaii is under in¬ 
vestigation after allegedly tweet¬ 
ing racist and pro-Nazi messages 
that included a photo of a swastika 
formed by blocks of TNT. 

Twitter users took to social 
media Sunday to report Mason 
Edward Mead to his command 
after a series of tweets posted to 
an account linked to his name es¬ 
poused support for Nazis and in¬ 
cluded photos of Adolf Hitler. 

The Marine Corps “is aware 
of derogatory online comments 
attributed to a Marine,” the Oki¬ 
nawa-based III Marine Expedi¬ 
tionary Force said in a statement 
Tuesday. The Naval Criminal In¬ 
vestigative Service “is thorough¬ 
ly investigating this situation and 
the command will address any 


By Tony Capaccio 

Bloomberg 

The Pentagon lacks sohd data to 
determine whether its increasing 
use of a fast-track method to fund 
research and prototypes through 
nontraditional defense firms is 
effective, according to a new con¬ 
gressional analysis. 

Along with potential benefits 
such as cutting the time and red 
tape for small contracts, there are 
“potential risks, including that of 
diminished oversight and exemp¬ 
tions from laws and regulations” 
that are “designed to protect gov¬ 
ernment and taxpayer interests,” 
the Congressional Research Ser¬ 
vice found in its assessment. 

The nonpartisan research of¬ 
fice said “the questionable reli¬ 
ability of the available data” on 
the funding mechanism known 
as Other Transaction Authority 
raises “questions that Congress 
may wish to explore” because use 


misconduct at the appropriate ju¬ 
dicial or administrative level.” 

In an email to Stars and Stripes, 
III MEF officials declined to con¬ 
firm Mead’s identity, rank and 
rate, stating that “no additional 
details on the subject of the inves¬ 
tigation may be released before 
referral of charges.” 

In one photo among those 
tweeted by Mead’s account, a 
Marine is seen arranging eight 
high-explosive charges into the 
shape of a swastika. The image 
was included in a series of pic¬ 
tures taken at Camp Fuji’s Com¬ 
bined Arms Training Center in 
Gotemba, Japan. 

It is unclear if Mead was the 
Marine in uniform forming the 
swastika or if the tweets have been 
removed. The Twitter account 
has since been made private. 

Another photo posted of a man 
posing in front of Mount Fuji con- 


of the agreements is “expected to 
continue to grow at a rapid pace.” 

In fiscal 2017, they totaled 
$2.1 billion, less than 1 percent 
of the Defense Department’s 
roughly $320 bilhon in contract 
obligations. 

The fast-track agreements are 
aimed at “attracting companies 
that would otherwise forgo work¬ 
ing with DOD and promoting 
broader investment in critical de¬ 
fense capabilities,” according to 
the report. 

Supporters say the agreements 
can be completed in weeks instead 
of the months or years sometimes 
required for mqjor deals with 
mainline defense contractors. But 
the congressional researchers said 
the Defense Department “has not 
tracked data on the relative time it 
takes to execute” them, “making 
it impossible to objectively assess 
these claims.” 

The agreements, which aren’t 
formal contracts, don’t include the 


tains the caption “ching chong,” 
along with a series of emojis that 
include a Japanese flag, a dog 
and a knife and fork. A comment 
under that tweet by Mead’s ac¬ 
count said, “excited to try Japa¬ 
nese teriyaki doberman!!!” 

According to a Twitter post 
attributed to Mead, he consid¬ 
ers himself politically “to the 
right” of fascism and “natsoc,” an 
American neo-Nazi party. He also 
said he “would have fought in the 
Waffen SS if possible,” referring 
to the combat arm of the Nazi’s 
most fanatical organization. 

“The Marine Corps takes 
every instance of misconduct se¬ 
riously, whether on duty, off duty 
or online,” III MEF’s statement 
said. “We are thankful for the in¬ 
dividuals who brought this to our 
attention.” 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitiinDoornbos 


oversight and audit provisions of 
traditional contracts. In the fiscal 
2018 defense policy bill. Congress 
encouraged their use in appropri¬ 
ate circumstances. 

Pentagon officials, including 
chief weapons buyer Ellen Lord, 
have endorsed wider use of OTAs 
and in December published a 
handbook to clarify how they 
should be implemented. 

Still, the Pentagon “lacks au¬ 
thoritative data that can be used to 
assess OT effectiveness and better 
understand broader trends associ¬ 
ated with these agreements,” in 
part because the data are divided 
between two systems that aren’t 
fully reliable, analysts Moshe 
Schwartz and Heidi Peters say in 
the comprehensive assessment. 

According to the research of¬ 
fice, the Army has been the most 
aggressive service — implement¬ 
ing more than 66 percent of the 
OTAs from fiscal 2013 through 
fiscal 2017. 


Report: Pentagon’s fast-track funding for 
defense firm projects lacks reliable data 
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Tougher fitness test presents 
challenges for Army Guard 



Gerry Broome/AP 


U.S. Army troops training to serve as instructors participate in the 
new Army combat fitness test at the 108th Air Defense Artillery 
Brigade compound at Fort Bragg, N.C., last month. 


DOD file-sharing 
site back after 
security issues 


By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Army 
National Guard is looking for 
nearly 5,000 fitness instructors 
and buying roughly $40 million 
in workout equipment in the next 
seven months to help its soldiers 
meet new physical fitness stan¬ 
dards being set by the military 
service. 

But even as commanders begin 
delivering the new 10-pound 
medicine balls, pull-up bars and 
hexagon barbells, they also worry 
whether America’s 330,000 citi¬ 
zen soldiers will have the time 
and the drive to master the new, 
more grueling Army fitness test. 

“For those who are already 
doing well on their physical fit¬ 
ness test and they have the rou¬ 
tine figured out, I think they’re 
going to transition to this new test 
without any issues,” said Army 
National Guard Lt. Col. Brian 
Dean, who is responsible for im¬ 
plementing the new test across 
the Guard. “People who are in 
those parts of their life where 
they’re still kinda struggling to 
make the right time for fitness 
and do fitness in the right ways 
— this will feel significant.” 

Could the new physical de¬ 
mands drive soldiers out of the 
Guard? “It’s a concern,” Dean 
said. 

“Ninety percent of my soldiers 
are part-time,” M^. Gen. Timo¬ 
thy Orr, the adjutant general for 
the Iowa National Guard, told The 
Associated Press in an interview. 
“I think there’s apprehension. 
There’s always the question of 
how are we going to do this with 
the time that we have, and the 
equipment we have.” 

Orr, who has been in the Guard 
for 40 years, said that a key unan- 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Rep. Mark 
Takano, the new chairman of the 
House Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs, announced Monday that 
a new congressional task force 
will address barriers that female 
veterans face when trying to ob¬ 
tain Department of Veterans Af¬ 
fairs benefits and health care. 

Takano, D-Calif, made the an¬ 
nouncement during the Ameri¬ 
can Legion’s national conference 
in Washington. He said he as¬ 
signed Rep. Julia Brownley, an¬ 
other Democrat from California, 
to lead the task force. 

The committee hired a female 
veteran to spearhead the effort, 
with the goal of identifying trends 
among female veterans and find¬ 
ing solutions for how the VA can 
provide better service. Details 
about the makeup of the task 
force and the person hired for it 
weren’t immediately available. 

As Takano took the helm of 


swered issue will be how soldiers 
with various permanent physical 
limitations will be treated, partic¬ 
ularly those who have served for 
many years. Under the current 
fitness test, troops can arrange 
to substitute certain exercises for 
ones they can’t do. 

For example, someone with a 
knee injury who can’t run 2 miles 
is able to substitute swimming or 
bicycling for part of the current 
fitness test. Orr said the Army is 
still working through the details, 
so it’s not clear yet whether there 
will be alternate tests. 

The Army’s current physical 
fitness test, which is being re¬ 
placed by a new more strenuous 
one, consisted of two minutes of 
pushups and situps and a 2-mile 
run. By Oct. 1, Army soldiers will 
begin taking the new test, which 
takes about an hour and includes 
a deadlift, more difficult pushups, 
a sled-drag and an array of other 


the committee last month, he 
promised more attention on the 
increasing diversity among veter¬ 
ans. He said he believed minority 
groups, including female veter¬ 
ans, have been overlooked. 

About 10 percent of the roughly 
20 million veterans in the United 
States are women, the VA reports. 
Pew Research Center estimates 
female veterans will increase to 
18 percent by 2045. 

Last year, the National Acad¬ 
emy of Sciences, Engineering 
and Medicine finished a dVi-year 
study of VA mental health servic¬ 
es. The committee that conducted 
the study addressed barriers dis¬ 
tinct to female veterans. 

Members found female veter¬ 
ans who served in Iraq and Af¬ 
ghanistan are more likely than 
men to believe they aren’t entitled 
to or eligible for those VA services. 
Women also reported frustration 
with having to prove to VA em¬ 
ployees that they were veterans. 

Committee members con- 


exercises and ends with the 2- 
mile run. 

Beginning Oct. 1, 2020, all sol¬ 
diers will have to routinely pass 
the new test to qualify for their 
military jobs. 

Dean said the Guard wants 
to give its soldiers a full year to 
learn and train for the new test. 
So all the equipment and trainers 
must be in place in all the armor¬ 
ies by October. 

The biggest challenge, said 
Dean, is the timeline — particu¬ 
larly identifying the thousands of 
trainers needed to staff all of the 
armories and work with soldiers 
on the new fitness regime. It 
takes about two days to get some¬ 
one certified, and he said that so 
far only about 500 of the needed 
5,000 trainers are in place. 

Getting the rest, he said, 
“is a challenge, but it’s not 
insurmountable.” 


ducted site visits to VA facilities 
in 2015. In Cleveland, a female 
veteran told them VA employees 
assumed she was a spouse. Many 
female veterans experienced cat¬ 
calls in VA facilities, particularly 
unsettling for women suffering 
from military sexual trauma, ac¬ 
cording to the report. 

“[A] clinician in East Orange, 
New Jersey, said: T think there 
are many, many people who fall 
through the cracks and don’t 
want to come here because they 
associate it with the very culture 
that traumatized them. That’s a 
huge barrier to treatment,”’ the 
report states. 

The new female veterans task 
force will be launched officially 
in coming weeks. A congressio¬ 
nal hearing is expected this week 
to focus on Takano’s plan to cre¬ 
ate a vision for the VA extending 
to 2030. More attention on female 
veterans is part of that, he said. 

wentling.nikki(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

A Defense Department web¬ 
site used to transfer large files 
containing sensitive unclassified 
information was brought back on¬ 
line earlier this month after being 
shuttered over security concerns 
last year. 

The Army disabled the Avia¬ 
tion and Missile Research, Devel¬ 
opment and Engineering Center 
Safe Access File Exchange, or 
AMRDEC SAFE, on Nov. 1 as 
a preventive measure after un¬ 
named “government-internal 
agencies” discovered potential 
security risks. It was brought 
back online Feb. 13, an official 
with the center said via email late 
Monday. 

“The potential vulnerabilities 
that were identified were ad¬ 
dressed almost immediately,” 
said Karena Crum, a spokeswom¬ 
an for the center, now known as 
the U.S. Army Combat Capabili¬ 
ties Development Command Avi¬ 
ation & Missile Center. “The site 
remained down, not due to the 
potential vulnerabilities but due 
to issues with sustainment and 
maintenance capabilities.” 

Despite the command’s name 
change, the site was brought back 
online at its previous location 
— safe.amrdec.army.mil — after 
receiving approval from multiple 
DOD agencies, Crum said. In the 
coming months, however, the 
center will not be the owner or 
maintainer of the site, she said. 

“Senior leadership has deter¬ 
mined that an agency with more 
capabilities than exist at CCDC 
Aviation & Missile Center will 
take over sustainment and main¬ 
tenance of the site later this year,” 
Crum said. She could not imme¬ 
diately disclose which agency will 
assume ownership of the site. 

The missile research center, 
based at Redstone Arsenal in 
Huntsville, Ala., had not devel¬ 
oped the site to be used by the 
defense community at-large, she 
said. However, officials have said 
it saw widespread use because of 
its capacity and security level. 

Via AMRDEC SAFE, users 
could send messages containing 
up to 25 documents or 2 giga¬ 
bytes to military, government or 
civilian email addresses. That’s 
significantly more than encrypt¬ 
ed email, which is also approved 
for sending personal and medical 
information but is limited to 10 
megabytes and can’t be sent to all 
email recipients. 

Originally developed to allow 
the center to exchange large data 
files with its civilian industry 
partners, AMRDEC SAFE was 
unofficially adopted by many in 
the military and government be¬ 
cause it was one of the only ways 
to transfer large files containing 


unclassified but sensitive official 
information, such as personnel 
and medical records. 

In the wake of the AMRDEC 
SAFE closure last year, the Navy 
and Marine Corps issued official 
guidance saying optical discs 
such as CDs and DVDs were the 
only remaining way to securely 
send files containing private in¬ 
formation like Social Security 
numbers or medical data that 
could not be sent via encrypted 
email. Both services in Decem¬ 
ber were exploring the possible 
use of Defense Information Sys¬ 
tems Agency solutions to bridge 
the capability gap created by the 
closure of AMRDEC SAFE. Air 
Force and Army officials also 
said they lacked an online alter¬ 
native to the site. 

Since it’s been restored, 
AMRDEC SAFE remains avail¬ 
able to both users with and 
without Common Access Cards, 
though only users with CACs can 
send files to civilian email ad¬ 
dresses. Files are now available 
for only 48 hours instead of a pre¬ 
vious 15-day window, Crum said. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 
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Military colleges expanding cyber curriculum 



By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — Examples of an ex¬ 
panding cyber force within the Defense 
Department are all around. The Marine 
Corps established a new specialty field 
in October to better defend its computer- 
based systems, and the Air Force added 
244 new cyber officers in 2018, a nearly 10 
percent increase from the previous year. 

Increasingly, the military services are 
focusing on cybersecurity, in part based 
on information from the Department of 
Homeland Security citing the potential of 
a cyberattack exceeding the threat of a 
physical one. 

More so, an internal Pentagon report 
recently obtained by Bloomberg News de¬ 
tailed the need for a larger, more competent 
workforce — among other suggestions — as 
concern of cyberattacks percolate through¬ 
out the US. military. The report from the 
Pentagon’s combat testing office warned 
that while the military has made progress 
in defending against in-house attacks de¬ 
signed to test cyber systems, the improve¬ 
ments were not outpacing the growing 
capabilities of potential adversaries. 

To better prepare for the growing cyber 
threat, the military needs a workforce ca¬ 
pable of preventing, detecting and mitigat¬ 
ing attacks, Robert Behler, the Defense 
Department’s director of operational test 
and evaluation, wrote in the report. While 
it can be challenging to draw competent 
workers from higher-paying private sector 
jobs, he suggested the Pentagon increase 
its employment by better funding the col- 
lege-to-career pipeline. 

The Pentagon should provide funding 
for a select group of military service acad¬ 
emies, private companies, universities and 
national laboratories “to grow the DoD’s 
cybersecurity testing workforce and capa¬ 
bilities” while developing automated tools 
because “hiring more cyber experts will 
not be enough,” Behler said. 

The groundwork for this recommenda¬ 
tion is already in place. The 2019 National 
Defense Authorization Act outlines the 
Pentagon’s intentions to carry out a cyber 
education program at any university’s 
ROTC program “for purposes of accel¬ 
erating and focusing the development of 
foundational expertise in critical cyber op¬ 
erational skills.” 

The law goes on to prioritize programs 
at the nation’s six senior military colleges 
because of their large foothold in commis¬ 
sioning officers. Together, those schools 
commission about 900 military officers 
each year — about 12 percent of annual 
ROTC commissions. 

The University of North Georgia, Texas 
A&M University, The Citadel, Virginia 
Tech, Virginia Military Institute and Nor¬ 
wich University make up the nation’s six 
senior military colleges, as designated by 
meeting specific requirements of the Title 
10 US. Code in their ROTC programs. 

Working together for funding 

Together, those universities are lobby¬ 
ing for further support and funding — pri¬ 
marily to expand their offerings and create 
more scholarships for students. 

“Our intent was to work with the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense so they could help us take 
that next step,” said retired Col. Sharon 
Hamilton, director of liaison and military 
operations at the University of North Geor¬ 
gia’s Institute for Leadership and Strategic 
Studies. 

Five of the six senior military colleges 
already have cyber programs with aligned 
curriculum as recognition of academic ex¬ 
cellence by the National Security Agency. 


The allocation requires they meet very 
specific criteria and include certain areas 
in curriculum such as cryptology, network 
defense and cybersecurity principals. 
It also makes students eligible to apply 
for scholarships, internships and grants 
through the Defense Department. 

Scott Stewart, vice president of tactical 
analysis with Stratfor, a private, intelli¬ 
gence firm based in Austin, Texas, said the 
idea of turning to colleges is a logical step 
in the process of increasing personnel and 
improving cybersecurity. 

“The entire universe for cyber has gotten 
so large, both offensively and defensively, it 
makes perfect sense to have to get service- 
members who understand this realm and 
to have the technical proficiency necessary 
to be effective in a cyber battle,” Stewart 
said. “There’s been some awareness over 
the last couple decades, but really within 
the last five to seven years we’ve seen ev¬ 
erybody really realizing it. Not just at the 
military level, but if you see the statements 
coming out of Congress and other branches 
of the government for the need of the US. 
to have this capability and to beef up the 
DoD’s capability in this area.” 

Stewart mentioned the Equifax breach 
that exposed the sensitive information of 
143 million Americans in 2017 combined 
with the 21.5 million records stolen from 
the Office of Personnel Management two 
years prior as a potential way for enemies 
to use cyberattacks to ferret out the names 
of intelligence officers. 

Other types of threats include shutting 
down public utilities, attacking financial 
institutions or compromising democracy 
by hacking voting systems. They can come 
from adversaries such as Russia, China 
and North Korea, cybercriminals, activists 
and terrorist organizations, said retired 
Air Force Mqj. Gen. Jim Keffler, director 
of cyber at Lockheed Martin Government 
Affairs, which manages the company’s U.S. 
government customer relationships and 
develops policy, regulatory and legislative 
strategies with Congress for all Lockheed 
Martin programs, products and services. 

“Ten years ago, there was only a hand¬ 
ful of nation states that could do cyberat¬ 
tacks — you could probably count them on 
one hand,” he said. “As of last year, that 
number had grown to over 30. That threat 
keeps increasing.” 

That is what the U.S. government is pri¬ 
marily concerned with, he added, includ¬ 
ing the Defense Department. 

“The goal for DoD now is to build ca¬ 


pabilities and to build cyberoperations 
to increase lethality and effectiveness of 
the force,” Keffler said. “And in order to 
do that they need a workforce to build out 
those skillsets and so we go back full circle 
to those things that need to be done to grow 
the workforce toward military career and 
initial assignments.” 

Students studying cyber curriculum get 
an interdisciplinary education that can 
include the study of strategic foreign lan¬ 
guages, cybersecurity engineering, policy, 
management, cybersecurity law and com¬ 
puter science. 

The universities and the Defense De¬ 
partment see that plan as a way to generate 
more cyber experts ready to fill jobs with 
high security clearances at military and 
government organizations. 

Hamilton envisions new funding to sup¬ 
port scholarships that commit students to 
work a couple years with Defense Depart¬ 
ment entities — perhaps even finalizing 
their security clearance before graduation 
so they can go straight to work. 

“Once you show someone and you intro¬ 
duce them to your culture, if it’s a good fit, 
they’re going to stay,” she said. 

Expanding cyberoperations 

The Defense Department’s cyber com¬ 
munity has about 6,200 people, when 
including personnel from US. Cyber Com¬ 
mand, the individual services and the 
Cyber Mission Force, which directs and 
coordinates cyberspace operations, ac¬ 
cording to information provided by Cyber 
Command. 

Each military branch also has its own 
variation of cyber commands and opera¬ 
tions. Within the Marines, cyber-specific 
officers are new to the playing field. 

The branch launched its cyber occupa¬ 
tional specialty in October and now has 
more than 100 cyberspace operation of¬ 
ficers, said Capt. Joseph Butterfield, a 
spokesman with the Marine Corps. The 
occupational field consists of officers who 
laterally moved from a previous occupa¬ 
tion. The Marine Corps plans to designate 
10 newly commissioned cyber officers each 
fiscal year. 

The first two officers directly desig¬ 
nated as cyberspace graduated from basic 
officer training in December and are now 
training for their specialty field, Butter¬ 
field said. These cyber Marines have the 
technical expertise to design defenses and 
protect digital information systems. 


Meanwhile, the Air Force’s cyberopera¬ 
tion began formally in 2009 with the cre¬ 
ation of the 24th Air Force, now known as 
the Air Forces Cyber. It’s home to about 
600 officers — 244 of whom joined the 
force in 2018, said Capt. Lauren Woods, 
spokeswoman for Air Forces Cyber. That’s 
up from 223 the previous year. 

“The cyber mission is constantly evolv¬ 
ing in both scope and complexity, which 
makes our trained and disciplined cyber 
workforce more invaluable than ever,” 
Woods said. “For example, in May of 2018, 
Air Forces Cyber finalized its build of 39 
Cyber Mission Force teams, a process that 
began in 2013 and will continue to evolve 
since reaching full operational capability.” 

Educating future leaders 

Developing leaders is where the senior 
military college officials believe they can 
help. 

Five of the six universities offer a minor 
in cybersecurity, two have a bachelor’s 
degree and two have graduate-level cer¬ 
tificates. Together, they are planning to go 
to Congress and ask for funding to accom¬ 
pany the cyber institute guidance outlined 
in the NDAA. 

“We can leverage things already in place 
and focus on interdisciplinary skills,” said 
Hamilton, of North Georgia. “Cyber is won¬ 
derful, but we want to build some interdis¬ 
ciplinary skills. We’re not only producing 
great cyber graduates but developing great 
cyber leaders.” 

The leadership foundation of an ROTC 
program is what sets their programs apart 
from other universities, said Carl Jensen, 
interim leader of the Department of Intelli¬ 
gence and Security Studies at The Citadel. 

Agencies such as the FBI and CIA “like 
our graduates not just because of their aca¬ 
demic skills, but also because of the focus 
on ethical leadership, loyalty and modesty. 
All the sort of things The Citadel tries to 
instill in graduates is exactly the sort of 
person who the public and private intelli¬ 
gence companies and defense contractors 
want to hire,” he said. 

In 2016,13 graduating seniors from The 
Citadel’s program were hired by the FBI 
straight out of college, Jensen said. In fall 
2018,104 freshmen at The Citadel declared 
intelligence and homeland security as their 
mqjor. The Department of Intelligence and 
Security Studies, which houses the mqjor, 
was launched in the fall. 

Additional funding would expand stu¬ 
dent opportunities beyond the classroom, 
allowing for more cyber competitions, 
off-campus trips, expanding facilities and 
bringing more speakers and professional 
development. 

“The competitions are a big deal,” said 
retired Col. Daniel Ragsdale, director of 
the Texas A&M Cybersecurity Center and 
professor of practice in the Department of 
Computer Science and Engineering. “It’s 
not a take a multiple-choice test and get a 
certification. In a competition, it’s hands 
on and you have to demonstrate your 
wherewithal. 

“We don’t want students to just come 
to class,” he said. “We want them to go to 
events, have employment opportunities, 
internships and extracurricular outlets for 
their interests.” 

Cyber programs at A&M began in the 
1990s and have grown to accommodate 
about 650 students. A minor launched in 
2016 is now one of the largest in the engi¬ 
neering department, Ragsdale said. 

“[Students] have beaten down the doors. 
The demand is off the charts,” he said. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
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A Turkish frigate tracks a submarine during Dynamic Manta, which 
also includes the U.S. and eight other NATO nations. 


NATO navies test 
anti-sub cohesion 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

SIGONELLA, Sicily — Naval 
forces from 10 countries have 
come together in the Mediter¬ 
ranean Sea for the exercise 
Dynamic Manta to strengthen 


teamwork and tactics in anti-sub- 
marine warfare amid an increase 
in Russian undersea activity in 
the theater. 

An array of scenarios during 
the 10-day NATO drill are de¬ 
signed to test and train crews on 
how to combat submarines from 



Photos by Scott WYLANo/Stars and Stripes 


The bridge crew on Dutch frigate the HNLMS Evertsen prepare for a demonstration Monday on the 
Mediterranean Sea at the start of the 10-nation, 10-day anti-submarine warfare exercise Dynamic Manta. 

ercise alongside the U.S. are Can¬ 
ada, France, Germany, Greece, 
Italy, Netherlands, Spain, Turkey 
and Britain. 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wyiandstripes 


the air, sea surface and under¬ 
water. The technical and tactical 
skills must be sharpened regu¬ 
larly to keep up with Russia and 
China, naval leaders have said. 

Last fall, Adm. James Foggo, 
head of the Navy’s Europe and 


Africa command, warned that 
Russia had been building up its 
sub fleet and had deployed sev¬ 
eral Kilo-class diesel submarines 
to the Mediterranean and Black 
seas. 

Participating in this year’s ex- 


Troll: Presidential order, legislation allowed for tougher CYBERCOM tactics 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

But some U.S. officials argued 
that “grand strategic deterrence” 
is not always the goal. “Part of 
our objective is to throw a little 
curve ball, inject a little friction, 
sow confusion,” said one defense 
official. “There’s value in that. 
We showed what’s in the realm of 
the possible. It’s not the old way of 
doing business anymore.” 

The action has been hailed as a 
success by Pentagon officials, and 
some U.S. senators credited CY¬ 
BERCOM with averting Russian 
interference in the midterms. 

“The fact that the 2018 election 
process moved forward without 
successful Russian intervention 
was not a coincidence,” said Sen. 
Mike Rounds, R-S.D., who did not 
discuss specifics of the opera¬ 
tion targeting the Russian group. 
Without CYBERCOM’s efforts, 
there “would have been some 
very serious cyberincursions.” 

Cyber Command and the NSA 
declined to comment. 

The disruption to the Internet 
Research Agency’s networks took 
place as Americans went to the 
polls and a day or so afterward — 
as the votes were tallied, to pre¬ 
vent the Russians from mounting 
a disinformation campaign that 
casts doubt on the results, accord¬ 
ing to officials. The blockage was 
so frustrating to the trolls that 
they complained to their system 
administrators about the disrup¬ 
tion, the officials said. 

The Internet Research Agency 
as early as 2014 and continuing 
through the 2016 presidential 
election sought to undermine the 
U.S. political system, according 
to the Justice Department. Pos¬ 
ing as Americans and operating 
social media pages and groups. 


Russian trolls sought to exacer¬ 
bate tensions over issues such as 
race, sexual identity and guns. 

The agency, according to fed¬ 
eral prosecutors, is financed by 
Yevgeniy Prigozhin, a tycoon 
from St. Petersburg and an ally 
of Putin. Prigozhin, the Internet 
Research Agency and a company 
Prigozhin runs called Concord 
Management and Consulting, 
were among 16 Russian individu¬ 
als and companies that a grand 
jury indicted a year ago as part of 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigation into Russian inter¬ 
ference in the 2016 election. 

In a response to questions from 
The Washington Post, Prigozhin 
said in a statement on the Rus¬ 
sian version of Facebook, “I can¬ 
not comment on the work of the 
Internet Research Agency in any 
way because I have no relation 
to it.” Concord Management de¬ 
clined to comment, citing the on¬ 
going litigation in the U.S. 

Another element of the Cyber 
Command campaign, first re¬ 
ported by The New York Times, 
involved “direct messaging” 
that targeted the trolls as well as 
hackers who work for the Rus¬ 
sian military intelligence agency, 
the GRU. Using emails, pop-ups, 
text or direct messages, U.S. op¬ 
eratives beginning last October 
let the Russians know that their 
real names and online handles 
were known and they should not 
interfere in other nations’ affairs, 
defense officials said. 

Some Internet Research Agency 
officials were so perturbed by the 
messaging that they launched an 
internal investigation to root out 
what they thought were insiders 
leaking personnel information, 
according to two individuals. 


The operation was part of a 
broader government effort to 
safeguard the 2018 elections, 
involving the departments of 
Homeland Security, State and 
Justice, as well as the FBI. It 
was led by Gen. Paul Nakasone, 
who in July formed the Russia 
Small Group, made up of 75 to 
80 personnel from CYBERCOM 
and NSA, which are part of the 
Defense Department. When Na¬ 
kasone took the helm at the NSA 
and CYBERCOM in May, the 
White House and then-Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis told him his 
priority needed to be the defense 
of the midterms, officials said. 

In August, Director of National 
Intelligence Dan Coats said Rus¬ 
sia was continuing “a pervasive 
messaging campaign” to try to 
weaken and divide the United 
States, though officials also con¬ 
cluded it was not as aggressive as 
the 2016 operation by Russia. 

Two new U.S. authorities fa¬ 
cilitated the move against the 
Internet Research Agency. A 
presidential order last August 
gave CYBERCOM greater lati¬ 
tude to undertake offensive op¬ 
erations below the level of armed 
conflict — actions that don’t re¬ 
sult in death, significant damage 
or destruction. And a provision 
in this year’s National Defense 
Authorization Act also cleared 
the way for clandestine cyberop¬ 
erations that fall below that same 
threshold, categorizing them as 
“traditional military activity.” 

“The calculus for us here was 
that you’re just pushing back in 
the same way that the adversary 
has for years,” a second defense 
official said. “It’s not escala- 
tory. In fact, we’re finally in the 
game.” 


Other officials are more 
circumspect. 

“Causing consternation or 
throwing sand in the gears may 
raise the cost of engaging in ne¬ 


farious activities, but it is not 
going to cause a nation state to 
just drop their election interfer¬ 
ence or their malign influence in 
general,” said one official. 
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Judge's ruling on 
male-only draft 
revives debate 



Sean KiMMONs/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


U.S. Military Academy Cadet Taylor England fires her M4 carbine rifle during the Sandhurst Military 
Skills Competition at West Point, N.Y., in April 2018. A federal judge has ruled it unconstitutional that 
men must register for the military draft but women are not required to. 


By Ann E. Marimow 
AND Dan Lamothe 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — A ruling by 
a federal judge finding it uncon¬ 
stitutional to require men, but not 
women, to register for a draft into 
the U.S. military has revived a 
debate about whether the system 
should be altered or ended. 

But the decision, which does not 
order the government to revise 
the registration requirement, also 
raises a question: What happens 
next? 

The Selective Service System, 
first created at the outset of World 
War I, requires men ages 18 to 25 
to register and was last used to 
send draftees to combat during 
the Vietnam War. But whether it is 
constitutional has been debated for 
years, especially after the Obama 
administration rescinded a pohcy 
in 2015 that prevented women 
from serving in most ground com¬ 
bat roles. 

U.S. District Judge Gray Mill¬ 
er said in his ruling Friday that 
times have changed and the gov¬ 


ernment can no longer justify the 
male-only system’s “gender-based 
discrimination.” 

“While historical restrictions on 
women in the military may have 
justified past discrimination, men 
and women are now ‘similarly 
situated for purposes of a draft or 
registration for a draft,’” Miller, a 
judge in Houston, wrote in his 19- 
page opinion. 

“If there ever was a time to dis¬ 
cuss ‘the place of women in the 
Armed Services,’ that time has 
passed.” 

The decision is unhkely to be the 
last word in the long-running de¬ 
bate. The case was brought by the 
National Coalition for Men, a non¬ 
profit men’s rights organization, 
and two draft-aged men, one in 
Texas and the other in California. 

“This ruling is going to force 
the government eventually to ei¬ 
ther get rid of the selective service 
requirement or require both sexes 
to register. It’s got to be one or the 
other,” said the coalition’s attor¬ 
ney, Marc Angelucci. 

A Pentagon spokeswoman. Air 
Force Lt. Col. Carla Gleason, re¬ 


ferred questions about the ruling 
to the Justice Department. 

“We need and appreciate every 
qualified patriot who is willing 
and able to serve,” she said. 

The Justice Department de¬ 
clined to comment or to say wheth¬ 
er the government would appeal. 

Because the decision does not 
include an injunction blocking 
the government from continuing 
with the current requirement, the 
question remains: “How do you 
fix this?” said Eugene R. Fidell, 
who teaches military law at Yale 
Law School. 


“By getting rid of draft regis¬ 
tration for everybody or impos¬ 
ing draft registration for women? 
The judge hasn’t ruled on that,” 
he said. “Either of those outcomes 
would satisfy an equal-protection 
claim.” 

Government lawyers in the case 
had urged the judge to defer to 
Congress on military affairs and to 
put off a decision while a National 
Commission on Military, Nation¬ 
al and Pubhc Service considers 
whether lawmakers should revise 
draft registration requirements. 

But the judge noted that the 


commission is not due to issue a 
final report until 2020, and that 
Congress has debated the require¬ 
ment “for decades with no definite 
end in sight,” wrote Miller, a nomi¬ 
nee of President George W. Bush. 

Miller acknowledged that his 
ruling is at odds with a 1981 Su¬ 
preme Court decision that upheld 
the constitutionality of a male-only 
registration requirement. But the 
high court’s holding in the case 
Rostker v. Goldberg is not directly 
on point, the judge found, because 
women are now eligible to serve in 
combat roles. 


Kubasaki, Yokota prevail at 
cheerleading championship 



Shion RuDOLPH/Special to Stars and Stripes Trinity WoLFE/Special to Stars and Stripes 


Left: The Kubasaki Flyers’ Lily Oboza and Grade Williamson are hoisted by their 
teammates during the Far East cheerleading competition at Marine Corps Air Station 
Iwakuni, Japan, on Saturday. Right: Yokota High School’s Aiko Galvin is sent airborne 
by teammates Rorie Jenkins, Chiara Duarte and Zoe Sottosanti as Samantha Kocher 
cheers in the foreground. 


By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Brie Bar¬ 
nett spends her time in the fall working on 
her volleyball passes, digs and spikes and in 
the spring polishing her soccer touch. 

But the senior from Kadena High School 
on Okinawa, Japan, will tell you in a heart¬ 
beat that cheerleading tops the list of the 
hardest things she does. 

“As a tri-athlete, cheerleading is definite¬ 
ly the hardest sport I play,” Barnett said. 

She was one of 15 cheerleaders named to 
the All-Far East and National Cheerleaders 
Association All-American teams following 
last week’s Far East cheerleading camp and 
competition. 

“And our entire season comes down to 
90 seconds on the mat,” Barnett said of the 
routine in the team competition that culmi¬ 
nated the event Friday. “It’s a contact sport 
(in which) you can get hurt by your own 
team, but you have to love and trust your 
teammates. It’s exhausting, mentally and 
physically.” 

The camp and competition, sponsored by 
the NCA and the Department of Defense 
Education Activity, took place last week at 
Matthew C. Perry High School at Marine 
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, and it featured 
106 cheerleaders from 12 DODEA Pacific 
schools. 

Winning the Division I championship for 
the second time in three years was Kuba¬ 
saki High at Camp Foster, Okinawa, while 
the Division II champion was Yokota High 


— which had not won a Far East team title 
since 1996, when it was a Division I school. 

It was a grueling four days in which 
participants rose before dawn and went 
virtually nonstop until evening, a series 
of classes, routines and evaluations, with 
a few minutes for mealtime squeezed it, 
“with no down time,” said Yokota coach 
Alex Baird. 

Of the competitions sponsored by the 
NCA, Far East “is a unique type” that 
“fuses the characteristics of a traditional 
instructional camp with the culmination of 
that week resulting in a competition,” said 
Brian Cao, director of training and educa¬ 
tion for NCA choreography. 

“It was tough, but in the end, rewarding,” 
said Humphreys’ Lily Austinson, a junior 
team captain who was also named All-Far 
East and NCA All-American. 

“It was a lot thrown at you in a span of 
a couple of days, putting together routines 
based on what they taught you,” she said. “It 
pushed people to see how much they could 
achieve in that short a time.” 

NCA officials judged the participants in 
individual competitions, dancing, jump¬ 
ing and tumbhng, along with group and 
partner stunts. Teams were also judged on 
their group routines, as well as crowd-lead¬ 
ing, which included props, megaphones and 
signs. 

The event culminated with the 90-sec- 
ond competition, in which each team had to 
come up with a routine based on what was 
taught during the week. 


“It was hard, very strenuous activity,” 
Baird said. “It was a lot of pressure” on the 
participants. 

While Yokota’s championship was, as 
Baird put it, “a long time coming,” the D-I 
championship was “bittersweet” for Kuba¬ 
saki, said Dragons coach Leahann Davis, 
who transfers after this school year along 


with her daughter, Jaidah, who was also 
named All-Far East and All-American. 

“So many emotions, so many ups and 
downs, so many good days and bad days. 
But they hunkered down as a team and 
pulled through,” the elder Davis said. “I 
hope [Kubasaki] can keep it going.” 
ornauer.dave@stripes.com 
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General: Don’t use drug interdiction funds for wall 



Carlos BoNciOANNi/Stars and Stripes 


Commander of U.S. Strategic Command Gen. John Hyten, left, and commander of 
U.S. Northern Command Gen. Terrence John O’Shaughnessy testify during a Senate 
Armed Services Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington on Tuesday. 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The top general for 
U. S. Northern Command told a Senate panel 
Tuesday that its Defense Department drug 
interdiction funds shouldn’t be diverted to 
help pay for the $1 billion construction of a 
wall along the U.S.-Mexico border. 

Air Force Gen. Terrence O’Shaughnessy’s 
comments come amid reports that the Pen¬ 
tagon’s counterdrug account is woefully 
short of the $2.5 bilhon sought under the 
Feb. 15 national emergency declaration by 
President Donald Trump to allow his ad¬ 
ministration the authority to use some fed¬ 
eral government funds to build a southern 
border wall. Instead, the drug program has 
closer to $85 milhon available, which could 
mean a scramble to find the money else¬ 
where in the defense budget. 

O’Shaughnessy, who also leads the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command, 
told lawmakers that NORTHCOM uses the 
money for its Joint Task Force North, which 
operates out of Biggs Army Airfield in Fort 
Bliss, Texas, to stop transnational threats, 
including drug trafficking. 

“We have JTF North, for example, that 
is dedicated to the counternarcotics mis¬ 
sion. ... We want to preserve that ability,” 
O’Shaughnessy told the Senate Armed Ser¬ 
vices Committee during questioning at a 
Tuesday morning hearing. 

The concerns were raised amid a wide- 
ranging hearing before the Senate panel 
that hosted the chiefs for NORTHCOM and 


U.S. Strategic Command and touched on is¬ 
sues from national emergency concerns to 
efforts to modernize the country’s nuclear 
triad. 

Under Trump’s national emergency dec¬ 
laration, Pentagon officials are scrambling 
to figure out how to shift $6 billion in the 
Pentagon budget to wall construction in 
the face of growing legal and political chal¬ 
lenges. The declaration seeks to move $3.5 
billion from military construction projects 
and another $2.5 bilhon from the counter¬ 
drug account to the project. 

“We all agree that border security is im¬ 
portant. ... The question is how do you do 
that in the most effective way ... respect¬ 
ful of taxpayer monies as well?” said Sen. 
Gary Peters, D-Mich. “I understand Na¬ 
tional Guard troops use Department of De¬ 


fense drug interdiction program money to 
go down there and yet now hear that that 
drug interdiction money may be diverted to 
something else?” 

Later Tuesday, the Democrat-controlled 
House was slated to approve a resolution by 
Rep. Joaquin Castro, D-Texas, to terminate 
Trump’s emergency declaration. However, 
the resolution’s chances of passing a Senate 
vote remain uncertain, and it could face a 
Trump veto even if approved in the upper 
chamber. 

The vote and hearing come on the heels 
of a letter issued Monday by 58 former na¬ 
tional security officials, including former 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, to 
Trump stating there is no national emer¬ 
gency to justify the diversion of Pentagon 
funds for wall construction. 


On Tuesday, O’Shaughnessy avoided 
questions on whether he agreed with 
Trump’s national emergency declaration, 
though the general said there is no threat to 
the military from the southern border. In¬ 
stead, one of the biggest threats facing the 
country is Russia, O’Shaughnessy said. 

In light of those comments. Sen. Tim 
Kaine, D-Va., said Trump’s move to treat 
the southern border situation and drug use 
and deaths as a military emergency could 
raise the specter of other concerns, such 
as gun control, to be treated as a similar 
emergency. 

“Will we allow a president to declare that 
drug overdose deaths are an emergency but 
the threat isn’t mihtary, and still we’ll take 
$6 billion out of the Pentagon’s budget to 
deal with it?” Kaine asked. 

Meanwhile, O’Shaughnessy said it is “pre¬ 
mature” to detail which military construc¬ 
tion and drug interdiction projects could 
be affected by wall construction plans. 
Instead, he said work is ongoing to decide 
what projects can or can’t be cut, reduced 
or delayed. 

“That’s the process ongoing this week,” 
he said. But as far as final decisions, “it is 
still premature and predecisional at this 
point.” 

On Monday, Reps. John Garamendi, D- 
Calif, and Doug Lamborn, R-Colo., the 
chairman and ranking member of a House 
Armed Services Committee subpanel, de¬ 
manded the White House answer those 
questions by Friday. 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 

Twitter: @cgrisaies 


Taliban hopeful for deal amid new round of talks with US 


By Fay Abuelgasim 
Associated Press 

DOHA, Qatar — The Taliban and Wash¬ 
ington’s peace envoy are close to reaching 
an agreement on U.S. troop withdrawal 
from Afghanistan, a spokesman for the Is¬ 
lamic insurgents said Tuesday amid a new 
round of talks with the United States. 


Suhail Shaheen, the spokesman, said the 
deal will also include guarantees that Af¬ 
ghanistan will not be used again as a stag¬ 
ing arena for anti-American attacks. 

His remarks came during the second day 
of talks in the Qatari capital of Doha with 
U.S. envoy Zalmay Khalilzad, who has been 
trying to negotiate a resolution of the 17-year 
war in Afghanistan, America’s longest. 


“If we do not reach a solution in this round 
of talks, then we will in the next round of 
talks, but that is our target,” Shaheen told 
The Associated Press. 

He said the sides in the talks are for now 
sticking to the two-point agenda: U.S. with¬ 
drawal and no-attacks guarantees. 

The Taliban, who refuse to talk with 
the government in Kabul and describe it 


as a U.S. puppet, have long demanded di¬ 
rect talks with the United States, but until 
Khalilzad’s appointment last September, 
Washington had shied away from opening 
face-to-face negotiations. 

Khahlzad arrived Monday for the talks in 
Doha and tweeted that this could be “a sig¬ 
nificant moment” in the process. 


Transgender troops prepare to defend their service on Capitol Hill 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — As Army 
Capt. Alivia Stehlik prepared to 
deploy to Afghanistan last year, 
she wondered if her status as an 
openly transgender woman serv¬ 
ing in a military actively seeking 
to ban others like her would af¬ 
fect her ability to work with other 
soldiers in a war zone. 

By the time she returned to 
her home station at Fort Carson 
in Colorado last month, she could 
answer that question with a re¬ 
sounding “no,” Stehlik told re¬ 
porters Tuesday, one day before 
she was scheduled to testify be¬ 
fore House lawmakers on Capitol 
Hill about the military service of 
transgender troops. 

“During my deployment to 
Afghanistan as a (transgender) 
woman, soldiers opened up to 
me,” she said. “They talked to 
me and told me things they never 
would have done before (my tran¬ 
sition). It seemed unusual to me, 
and I asked them why, and con¬ 


sistently they answered that they 
valued my authenticity and my 
courage in being myself” 

A Ranger-tabbed 2008 West 
Point graduate who served for six 
years as an infantry officer be¬ 
fore completing physical therapy 
school, Stehlik decided in 2017 
to officially identify herself as a 
transgender woman and undergo 
hormone replacement therapy 
to transition into a woman. Her 
decision was made possible by a 
2016 policy implemented by then- 
Defense Secretary Ash Carter to 
open the military to transgender 
servicemembers, who had long 
been barred from serving. 

However, a 2017 directive from 
President Donald Trump threat¬ 
ens to end that policy and ban 
nearly all transgender men and 
women from serving in the mili¬ 
tary. The Trump policy — known 
as the Mattis Plan, named for Jim 
Mattis, the former defense sec¬ 
retary who wrote it — contends 
transgender servicemembers 
disrupt unit cohesion and require 
costly medical care. 


Critics have blasted both of 
those assertions. 

On Tuesday, Aaron Belkin, 
the director of the Palm Center, 
which advocates for LGBT rights, 
called the Trump policy “politi¬ 
cal shenanigans,” saying studies 
have shown transgender troops 
do not have negative impacts on 
military units. He also said the 
costs associated with care in sup¬ 
port of transgender servicemem¬ 
bers totaled about $2.2 million 
for the first 18 months after their 
ban on serving was lifted. He de¬ 
scribed the amount of money as a 
fraction of 1 percent of the mili¬ 
tary’s health care budget. 

For now, the ban on trans¬ 
gender people in the military 
remains blocked from imple¬ 
mentation by injunctions levied 
by two federal judges overseeing 
lawsuits against the Trump ad¬ 
ministration over the policy. In 
total, four lawsuits challenging 
Trump’s transgender ban remain 
unsettled, and it is not clear when 
they will be heard in court, offi¬ 
cials said. 


On Wednesday, Stehlik and 
Navy Lt. Cmdr. Blake Dremann, 
a logistics officer with the De¬ 
fense Logistics Agency at Fort 
Belvoir in Virginia, will become 
the first openly serving transgen¬ 
der servicemembers to testify to 
Congress when they take part in a 
hearing before the House Armed 
Services Committee subpanel on 
military personnel. 

They intend to argue that trans¬ 
gender men and women are not 
only an asset to the military but 
they both became better, more 
confident officers after transi¬ 
tioning, they said. 

During her nine months in Af¬ 
ghanistan, Stehlik said she treated 
more than 1,700 patients through¬ 
out eastern Afghanistan, serving 
as the only physical therapist in 
the region. Her brigade — 1st 
Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 
4th Infantry Division — recorded 
a less-than-1 percent evacuation 
rate for musculoskeletal injuries 
during the combat tour, a rate she 
described as very low. 

“I’m proud of that,” Stehlik said. 


“It’s clear that my presence in Af¬ 
ghanistan dramatically improved 
the readiness of my brigade. I’m 
proud my soldiers trusted me and 
knew I would go out of my way to 
take care of them.” 

Dremann said they would fight 
to continue to serve in the mili¬ 
tary and for others like them who 
want to serve openly. He likened 
the Trump administration’s ar¬ 
gument to others in the past who 
attempted to block racial integra¬ 
tion in the military, open service 
to gay men and women and allow 
women to serve in combat jobs. 

“Each time the military has 
incorporated a minority group, it 
has been met with resistance, cit¬ 
ing fears of mission accomplish¬ 
ment, cohesion and morale,” the 
Navy officer said. “Each accusa¬ 
tion has been found completely 
without merit. ... The readiness 
and lethality of our military can¬ 
not be maintained by closing 
doors to the best and brightest 
our country has to offer.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Subpoena over family separations approved 


By Colleen Long 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A House 
committee voted Tuesday to sub¬ 
poena Trump administration of¬ 
ficials over family separations at 
the southern border, the first sub¬ 
poena issued in the new Congress 
as Democrats have promised to 
hold the administration aggres¬ 
sively to account. 

The decision by the Oversight 
Committee will compel the heads 
of Justice, Homeland Security 
and Health and Human Services 


to deliver documents. 

The committee’s chairman. 
Democratic Rep. Elijah Cum¬ 
mings, of Maryland, has pledged 
to press the administration for 
documents and testimony on a 
wide swath of issues, but family 
separation was among his first 
priorities. 

“I believe this is a true national 
emergency,” Cummings said. 
“When our own government rips 
children from the arms of their 
mothers and fathers with no plans 
to reunite them — that is govern¬ 
ment-sponsored child abuse.” 


Cummings said committee 
members have been seeking the 
documents for seven months. 

The Oversight Committee is 
seeking details on the children 
separated, location and facility 
where they were held, details on 
the parents, information on ef¬ 
forts to restore children to their 
parents, and whether parents 
were deported. 

Rep. Jim Jordan, of Ohio, the 
committee’s ranking Republican, 
sent Cummings a letter arguing 
that the subpoenas would not be 
necessary, and that the adminis¬ 


tration had produced hundreds of 
pages of documents in response to 
earlier requests for information. 

“We should not rush to compel 
documents from the departments, 
especially when they have sought 
to comply with your request vol¬ 
untarily,” Jordan wrote. 

Other Republicans said the 
committee should go through the 
paperwork they have on hand be¬ 
fore deciding whether the agen¬ 
cies haven’t complied with the 
request, and ask for data related 
to separations under the Obama 
administration. 


Cummings said the documents 
submitted were vastly incomplete. 

“The information we got was 
not one name, not one number,” 
Cummings said. “Zilch.” 

The House Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee authorized a subpoena 
to compel then-acting Attorney 
General Matthew Whitaker to tes¬ 
tify if necessary, but it was never 
served. 

If officials don’t comply, the 
committee and eventually the full 
House could vote to hold the de¬ 
partment in contempt, setting up 
a potentially lengthy court battle. 


Trump Organization 
seeks end to probes 



Jacquelyn Martin/AP 

Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein speaks at a Center for Strategic and International Studies 
event on the rule of law Monday in Washin^on. 

Rosenstein weighs in on transparency 


By John Wagner 
AND Tom Hamburger 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — A lawyer 
for the Trump Organization has 
asked the House Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee to cease any investiga¬ 
tions related to it, claiming that 
the panel’s work has been tainted 
by its hiring of an outside law¬ 
yer whose firm has represented 
Trump’s company. 

In a letter Monday to House 
Judiciary Committee Chairman 
Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., Trump Or¬ 
ganization lawyer Alan Futerfas 
objected to the committee’s hir¬ 
ing of Berry Berke on the grounds 
that his law firm, Kramer Levin, 
has represented the Trump Orga¬ 
nization on an array of issues. 

“This state of affairs violates 
recognized ethical obligations 
and irreparably taints the Com¬ 
mittee’s work,” Futerfas wrote, 
adding that it “requires that the 
Committee cease and desist from 
any and all activities that are ad¬ 
verse to the Company.” 

Futerfas raised similar con¬ 
cerns in a letter last week to House 
Oversight Committee Chairman 
Elijah Cummings, D-Md., say¬ 
ing his panel works closely with 
Nadler’s committee. 

In a statement, Kramer Levin 
called the Trump Organization’s 
letter to Nadler “baseless” and said 
Berke’s consulting work for the 
Judiciary Committee “complies 
fully with all applicable ethical 
rules, does not pose any conflicts 
of interest and respects any obh- 
gations the firm may have.” 


A spokesman for the Judiciary 
Committee Democrats called the 
assertions in the Trump letter 
“without merit.” 

A legal ethics expert, Stephen 
Gillers, of New York University, 
said the important test in this 
case is whether Berke has effec¬ 
tively been sealed off from access 
to law firm information related 
to Trump. A spokeswoman for 
the firm, Jennifer Manton, said 
“Kramer Levin has taken all 
necessary precautions to screen 
Barry Berke from any Trump re¬ 
lated matters.” 

Nadler announced Berke’s hir¬ 
ing two weeks ago, calling him “a 
nationally prominent expert on 
federal criminal law, including 
public corruption.” 

Berke has helped guide the 
Judiciary Committee’s ongoing 
inquiry examining legal and ethi¬ 
cal issues facing Trump, includ¬ 
ing whether the president tried to 
obstruct efforts by special coun¬ 
sel Robert Mueller to investigate 
Russian interference in the 2016 
election. 

“We have to follow the facts 
and conduct the sort of over¬ 
sight that has been completely 
absent over the last two years,” 
Nadler said in a statement issued 
earlier this month, announcing 
that Berke and another outside 
expert. Norm Eisen, would be 
added to the Democrats’ team. A 
person familiar with the process 
of bringing them aboard said 
their hiring was reviewed and ap¬ 
proved by the House Administra¬ 
tion Committee. 


By Eric Tucker 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The man 
who long oversaw special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s investigation 
said Monday that it is not always 
appropriate for the government 
to be transparent about its work 
as he argued that prosecutors 
should not level public allega¬ 
tions against people they do not 
charge. 

Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein’s comments at an event 
come as Mueller’s Russia probe 
winds down and as there is debate 
about what information should be 
made public at the end, particu¬ 
larly about individuals who were 
investigated but not charged. 


Rosenstein did not discuss 
Mueller’s work in detail and did 
not suggest his comments about 
transparency were specifically 
about the special counsel’s inves¬ 
tigation. But he made several re¬ 
marks that could be interpreted 
as setting the stage for the Jus¬ 
tice Department to not disclose 
as much about the investigation, 
and about the actions of President 
Donald Trump, as Democrats in 
Congress and many in the public 
might want. 

“There’s a knee-jerk reaction to 
suggest that we should be trans¬ 
parent about what we do in gov¬ 
ernment,” Rosenstein said. “But 
there are a lot of reasons not to be 
transparent about what we do in 
government.” 


He added: “There may be legit¬ 
imate reasons for making excep¬ 
tions, but as a general principle, in 
my view, the Department of Jus¬ 
tice is best served when people 
are confident that ... when we’re 
investigating American citizens 
in particular, we’re going to do it 
with appropriate sensitivity to the 
rights of uncharged people.” 

Rosenstein was responsible for 
Mueller’s appointment in May 
2017 and has overseen much of 
his day-to-day work since then. 
He is expected to step down in 
the middle of next month, and his 
speech Monday on the rule of law 
at the Center for Strategic and In¬ 
ternational Studies is likely one of 
his final public appearances be¬ 
fore his departure. 


Iowa diocese identifies 28 priests credibly accused of abusing minors 


Associated Press 

IOWA CITY, Iowa — At least 
28 priests are credibly accused 
of having sexually abused more 
than 100 boys and girls while 
working for a Roman Catholic 
diocese in Iowa, church officials 
announced Monday. 

The Diocese of Sioux City 
identified those 28 priests as it 
published a long-awaited list of 
those who have been the subject 
of credible allegations of sexual 


abuse involving minors. 

The list included about 5 per¬ 
cent of the priests who have 
worked for the diocese at some 
point since its inception in 1902. 
A 29th priest has been accused 
but his name is being withheld 
pending an appeal to the Vatican. 

“Publishing this list is the 
beginning of a new chapter in 
the history of our diocese,” said 
Bishop R. Walker Nickless, who 
released the list at a news confer¬ 


ence. “We want it to usher in a 
climate of openness and transpar¬ 
ency, resulting in the protection 
of our youth and accountability 
for clergy and church leaders.” 

He said releasing information 
about the church’s “shameful his¬ 
tory” might help some victims 
heal while reopening old wounds 
for others. 

Advocates for abuse victims 
had long urged the diocese to re¬ 
lease such a list, as two of Iowa’s 


three other Roman Catholic dio¬ 
ceses have done. The diocese had 
promised to do so in November 
after an investigation by The 
Associated Press exposed its 32- 
year cover-up of the Rev. Jerome 
Coyle, who had allegedly con¬ 
fessed to abusing more than 50 
boys over a 20-year period. 

The diocese, which operates 
churches and schools throughout 
northwestern Iowa, urged vic¬ 
tims to come forward at that time. 


Its review board has spent recent 
weeks reviewing files and weigh¬ 
ing the credibility of allegations. 

The diocese said the alleged 
abuse took place between 1948 
and 1995 and involved 106 indi¬ 
viduals who have come forward 
to make claims. Additional com¬ 
plaints of abuse have been made 
more recently, but none has been 
deemed credible by police or a 
church review board, the diocese 
said. 
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Entertainer and activist Jon Stewart, center, talks with members of the FealGood 
Foundation as they arrive on Capitol Hill to speak with lawmakers about the 
compensation fund for victims of 9/11 on Monday in Washington. 

First responders sound 
alarm on Sept. 11 fund 


By Matthew Daly 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — More than 17 years 
after the 9/11 attacks, first responders and 
their advocates were back on Capitol Hill 
in Washington on Monday urging Con¬ 
gress to ensure that a victims’ compensa¬ 
tion fund does not run out of money. 

Members of the New York delegation, 
joined by first responders, survivors and 
family members, lamented an announce¬ 
ment by the Justice Department that the 
September 11th Victim Compensation 
Fund is running low on money and future 
payments may be cut by up to 70 percent. 

Comedian Jon Stewart, a longtime advo¬ 
cate for 9/11 responders, called the Feb. 15 
announcement by the fund’s special mas¬ 
ter “unconscionable” and said Congress 
has a moral obligation to step in. 

At a news conference at the Capitol, 
Stewart said it was “nonsense” that first 
responders and their families again have 
to “beg” Congress for money nearly 18 
years after the attacks. 

“This is nonsense. This is theater. You 
know it and I know it,” Stewart said. “If 
the American people in their busy lives 
had any sense that these shenanigans were 
going on, they would be outraged.” 

He and other speakers urged Congress 
to act quickly to restore the fund and en¬ 
sure it has enough money to pay benefits 
for the next 70 years — or as long as vic¬ 
tims need it. 

Anything less than full and permanent 
funding is “shameful,” said Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand, D-N.Y, adding the death toll 
from the 2001 attacks “is still growing.” 

“It should not be a fight to pass this bill 
again,” Gillibrand said. 

The collapse of the World Trade Center 
in September 2001 sent a cloud of thick 
dust billowing over Lower Manhattan. 
Fires burned for weeks. Thousands of 
construction workers, police officers, fire¬ 
fighters and others spent time working in 
the soot, often without proper respiratory 
protection. 

In the years since, many have seen their 
health decline, some with respiratory or 


digestive-system ailments that appeared 
almost immediately, others with illnesses 
that developed as they aged, including 
cancer. 

Nearly 40,000 people have applied to 
the federal fund for people with illnesses 
potentially related to being at the World 
Trade Center site, 
the Pentagon or 
Shanksville, Pa., 
after the attacks. 
About 19,000 
claims are pend¬ 
ing. Nearly $5 
billion in benefits 
have been award¬ 
ed out of the $7.3 
billion fund. 

Rupa Bhat- 
tacharyya, spe¬ 
cial master of the 
September 11th 
Victim Compen¬ 
sation Fund, said 
she was “pain¬ 
fully aware of the 
inequity” of the 
potential cuts, 
but said award¬ 
ing some funds for every valid claim would 
be preferable to sending some legitimate 
claimants away empty-handed. 

Fund officials estimate it would take an¬ 
other $5 billion to pay pending claims and 
claims that officials anticipate will be sub¬ 
mitted before the fund’s December 2020 
deadline. 

Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y, said the 
cost of restoring the program is minimal 
compared with the cruelty of failing to do 
so. “A great nation cannot nickel-and-dime 
people that have sacrificed their health on 
our behalf,” he said. 

Sen. Cory Gardner, R-Colo., said the 9/11 
attacks “were not just a New York event” or 
an East Coast event but were an attack on 
all Americans. 

“This is a sea-to-shining-sea moment, a 
sea-to-shining sea promise, a sea-to-shin- 
ing-sea obligation,” Gardner said. The vic¬ 
tims’ fund should “not be extended for a 
moment but for a lifetime,” he added. 


I I 'if the 

American 
people in their 
busy lives had 
any sense 
that these 
shenanigans 
were going on, 
they would be 
outraged. ^ 

Jon Stewart 

comedian and longtime 
advocate for 9/11 
responders 


Critics slam NRA’s headline 
next to Pelosi, Giffords photo 


By Meagan Flynn 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Next to a photo of 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif, and 
former Arizona lawmaker Gabrielle Gif¬ 
fords were the words “Target Practice.” 

It was the headline of a story in the Na¬ 
tional Rifle Association’s American Rifle¬ 
man magazine, where the author, chief 
NRA lobbyist Chris Cox, criticized newly 
introduced bipartisan universal back¬ 
ground check legislation. But in the eyes 
of others, the headline and accompanying 
photo of Pelosi and Giffords, who was shot 
in the head in Tucson in 2011, said more 
than the article did. 

Some claimed the headline was an inten¬ 
tional attempt to incite violence against the 
politicians. 

“The NRA’s words here are clear,” Rep. 
Eric Swalwell, D-Calif., tweeted. “They 
may pretend that the article is about some¬ 
thing different. But everyone can see what 
is being suggested against [Pelosi and Gif¬ 
fords]. Time to shut them down with our 
voices and votes.” 

A firestorm erupted over the weekend 
after photos of the spread in the magazine’s 
March edition began circulating on social 
media, inviting scorn from parents of chil¬ 


dren killed in the Parkland, Fla., mass 
shooting as well as Democratic lawmak¬ 
ers. Some, including Swalwell, called for 
legal consequences against the NRA for 
its “Target Practice” headline, while other 
gun rights supporters insisted that critics 
were reading too much into the words. 

Rep. Dan Crenshaw, R-Texas, was among 
those who pushed back against critics, spe¬ 
cifically Swalwell, who he suggested had 
stirred up fake outrage. 

“How can you claim this?” he said in 
response to the California congressman. 
“Are you deliberately lying or did you just 
not read it? The article is about legislation 
targeting gun owners, not the NRA target¬ 
ing Democrats.” 

Jennifer Baker, a spokeswoman for the 
NRA’s Institute for Legislative Action, 
called the controversy “manufactured” in 
a statement to The Washington Post. She 
noted that the NRA-ILA ran a different 
photo and headline in the online version 
of the article titled, “What Lurks Behind 
‘Universal’ Background Checks,” and that 
the ILA’s executive director, Cox, did not 
approve the headline and photo in Ameri¬ 
can Rifleman. It will not be used going for¬ 
ward, she said. 


Judge: Bump stock ban enacted by 
Trump administration can stand 


By Meagan Flynn 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — A federal judge in 
Washington ruled late Monday that the 
Trump administration’s ban on rapid-fire 
rifle attachments known as bump stocks 
can move forward, stymieing efforts by gun 
rights groups that sought to block the new 
policy. 

In a 64-page decision, US. District Judge 
Dabney L. Friedrich found that the Fire¬ 
arms Policy Coalition and other groups 
did not put forth any convincing legal ar¬ 
guments in favor of stopping the Trump 
administration from carrying out the ban, 
which targets a device used in the 2017 Las 
Vegas massacre. 

Friedrich, a 2017 appointee of President 
Donald Trump to the District of Columbia, 
ruled it was “reasonable” of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo¬ 
sives to conclude that a bump stock, which 
uses the recoil energy from a rifle to auto¬ 
matically fire the next round, performs the 


same function as a machine gun and should, 
therefore, be banned just like machine guns 
under federal law. 

Trump moved to ban bump stocks in the 
wake of the Las Vegas shooting with loud 
bipartisan support from Congress and anti¬ 
gun-violence advocates. 

The October 2017 shooting left 58 people 
dead and hundreds wounded after a man 
rained gunfire on concertgoers at the Route 
91 Harvest Festival, firing from the 32nd 
floor of his Vegas hotel. Affixed to a dozen of 
the 23 rifles found in his room were bump 
stock devices, which allowed him to fire 
multiple rounds more quickly. 

The Firearms Pohcy Coahtion sued the 
Trump administration in December after 
the ATF changed federal rules to ban the 
devices at Trump’s request. The group 
argued that the agency had flouted nu¬ 
merous procedures when it made the rule 
change, building its case mostly on proce¬ 
dural law rather than invoking the Second 
Amendment. 


Indictment says NJ man killed his 
brother’s family over missing money 


Associated Press 

FREEHOLD, N.J. — Suspicious of his 
brother over missing money from two com¬ 
panies they owned at the New Jersey shore, 
Keith Caneiro emailed two business associ¬ 
ates last fall, saying he was going to cut off 
further payments to his brother, Paul. 

The next day, Keith Caneiro, his wife and 
their two young children were found dead 
in their burning mansion in New Jersey 
horse country. Paul Caneiro was arrested 
on arson and other charges. 

On Monday, authorities unsealed court 
documents charging Paul Caneiro with 
murdering his brother, sister-in-law, a niece 


and nephew, detailing evidence recovered 
tying him to the killings including clothing 
and a knife both smeared with blood. 

An indictment charges Paul Caneiro, 51, 
with murder, felony murder, aggravated 
arson and a weapons offense. The charges 
stem from the deaths of Keith Caneiro, 50; 
his wife, Jennifer, 45; and their two young 
children. Their bodies were found after 
a fire broke out at their Colts Neck home 
Nov. 20. 

Paul Caneiro has pleaded not guilty. His 
attorneys have said their client loved his 
family, had no reason to harm them and had 
been “wrongly accused.” 
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Train stuck in Ore. for more 
than a day is moving again 


Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Ore. — Passengers stranded on an 
Amtrak train for more than a day in a remote and 
snowed-in part of Oregon said the train was moving 
again Tuesday after it got stuck when it hit a tree 
that fell on the tracks. 

“It’s just like relief. I’m just excited to get off of 
here,” Abbie Jeffrey, 16, told the KGW television 
station. 

The Coast Starlight train left Seattle for Los An¬ 
geles early Sunday and hit the tree in Oakridge on 
Sunday evening. Crews tried to clear a path but 
their work was complicated by a heavy snowstorm 
that struck the region. 

The 183 passengers were kept on the train be¬ 
cause the snow had knocked out power in the town 
of Oakridge, the closest populated place to the train, 
Amtrak said in a statement. 

There was enough food on the train for the pas¬ 
sengers, the statement said. More than a foot of 
snow had fallen in the area by Monday. 

Rebekah Dodson boarded the train Sunday after¬ 


noon in the small Oregon city of Albany and had ex¬ 
pected to be in Klamath Falls by 9:50 p.m. 

About 6:20 p.m. Sunday the train “came to a sud¬ 
den halt and the conductor said 
^ that they had some damage from 

I It’s just some low-hanging limbs be- 
liks rsIlGf. cause of the sudden snowstorm 
,, . . ‘ and they were going to stop and 

I m Just fix it,” Dodson said, 
excited to Amtrak Executive Vice Presi- 
off nf Naparstek apologized 

get OIT Of g statement. “With more than 
■ here. " a foot of heavy snow and numer- 

Abbie Jeffrey blocking the track, we 

train nacQnnapr made every decision in the best 
tram passenger 

tomers during the unfortunate 
sequence of events,” he said. 

Officials decided that the train was the safest 
place for passengers to stay because it had food, heat 
electricity and functioning toilets, Naparstek said. 

He said Amtrak will contact customers “to provide 
refunds and other compensation as appropriate.” 



Matt Rourke/AP 


Investigators remove bags from a crime scene at the Robert Morris 
Apartments in Morrisviiie, Pa., on Tuesday. A Pennsylvania woman and 
her teenage daughter are charged in the deaths of five relatives whose 
bodies were found in one of the apartments. 

Mom, daughter charged 
in deaths of 5 relatives 


School leader in defecation case 
wants police action investigated 


By David Porter 

Associated Press 

NEWARK, N.J. — A former school superinten¬ 
dent who made headlines after he was charged with 
defecating on another high school’s track has asked 
New Jersey’s attorney general to investigate wheth¬ 
er police acted unlawfully when they took his mug 
shot and released it to the media. 

In a letter to Attorney General Gurbir Grewal on 
Monday, attorney Matthew Adams said the actions 
by the Holmdel Police Department were designed 
to “create a media spectacle” around the charges 
against Thomas Tramaglini. 

Tramaglini was issued summonses in May after 
police alleged he repeatedly defecated on the Holm- 
del High School track. He eventually pleaded guilty 
to relieving himself in public on one occasion and 
paid a $500 fine. He resigned as superintendent of 
the Kenilworth school district. 

Adams alleged that state law prevents police from 
taking and releasing mug shots of people charged 
with low-level offenses such as those faced by Tra¬ 
maglini. According to his letter, a review of arrest 
reports provided by the township involving simi¬ 
lar violations of municipal ordinances since 2007 
revealed no instances in which mug shots were 
released. 

“The malicious and unlawful conduct by one or 
more representatives of the Holmdel Township Po¬ 
lice Department achieved exactly what was appar¬ 
ently intended, and Dr. Tramaglini has sustained 
significant harm,” Adams wrote. 

Messages seeking comment were left with an at- 



Thomas P. Costello, The Asbury Park (N.J.) Press/AP 


Thomas Tramaglini, right, the Kenilworth, N.J., 
schools superintendent, appears in court in New 
Jersey on June 12. 

tomey for the police department and the attorney 
general’s office. His attorney has said Tramaglini 
has a medical condition that affects his bowel move¬ 
ments when he runs. 

Tramaglini has already filed a notice of intent to 
sue the police department for potential damages of 
more than $1 million due to loss of income, harm 
to his reputation, emotional distress and invasion of 
privacy. 

The Tramaglini case received national exposure 
after details came to light and he became the sub¬ 
ject of what Adams wrote was “reckless, inaccurate 
and sophomoric news stories.” 


R. Kelly heads to McDonald’s after release 


Associated Press 

CHICAGO — R&B singer R. 
Kelly signed autographs and 
waved at a fan who yelled “I love 
you!” when he stopped at McDon¬ 
ald’s in downtown Chicago after 
being released from jail in his 
sexual abuse case. 

Kelly posted $100,000 bail late 


Monday after spending the week¬ 
end in Chicago’s 7,000-inmate 
jail. He was arrested Friday on 
charges of sexually abusing four 
people dating to 1998, including 
three underage girls. 

Video footage shows Kelly in¬ 
side the McDonald’s with his 
entourage ordering food and sit¬ 
ting in a booth late Monday. He’s 


wearing sunglasses, a tan winter 
coat and a black hoodie. 

One fan yelled “I love you! I 
love you! I love you!” as Kelly got 
into a large black Mercedes van. 
He waved. 

Aerial video shows Kelly later 
entering a cigar bar in the city’s 
ritzy Gold Coast neighborhood. 


By Mike Catalini 

Associated Press 

MORRISVILLE, Pa. — Police 
found a Pennsylvania woman and 
her adult daughter in an apart¬ 
ment with the bodies of five rela¬ 
tives they are accused of killing, 
including three children, authori¬ 
ties said Tuesday. 

Shana S. Decree, 45, and Dom¬ 
inique Decree, 19, were charged 
with five counts of homicide and 
one count each of conspiracy. 

Shana Decree told police that 
“everyone at the apartment ... 
wanted to die” and talked about 
suicide, according to court docu¬ 
ments. Decree claimed one of the 
victims, Jamilla Campbell, 42, 
killed two other victims before 
she herself was slain. 

The bodies were found Mon¬ 
day in an apartment in suburban 
Philadelphia after Bucks County 
child welfare officials showed up 
unannounced and got no response 
when they knocked on the door. A 
maintenance worker opened the 
door and found Shana Decree and 
Dominique Decree in a “disori¬ 
ented” state, according to court 
documents. 

Police arrived and found all 
five bodies in a bedroom. The 
apartment was in “disarray,” ac¬ 
cording to Police Chief George 
McClay, with broken dry wall and 
broken glass, overturned furni¬ 
ture and other clutter. 

Shana Decree was arraigned 
early Tuesday, while her daugh¬ 
ter was expected to make her ini¬ 
tial court appearance later in the 
day. 

It wasn’t clear whether either 
woman yet has a lawyer to speak 
for her. 

The victims included Shana 
Decree’s children Naa’Irah 
Smith, 25, and Damon Decree 
Jr., 13, both of Morrisviiie; as 
well as Shana Decree’s sister, 
Jamilla Campbell, of Trenton, 
N.J., and Campbell’s 9-year-old 
twin daughters, Imani and Erika 
Allen. Authorities did not reveal 
how they died. 


Authorities who had been look¬ 
ing for Campbell’s 17-year-old son 
Joshua found him in Willingboro, 
N.J., where he was staying with 
friends, McClay said. 

Bucks County prosecutor Mat¬ 
thew Weintraub earlier stressed 
the teen is not a suspect, saying 
authorities just want to “ensure 
his safety.” 


“We want¬ 
ed to come 
out here at 
this point 
and make 
sure that 
everybody 
knew that 
the people 
that com¬ 
mitted these 
I atrocious 
acts are now 
custody 
I and will be 
made to pay 
for their 
crimes,” 
Weintraub 
said at the 
scene late 
Monday. 

The bodies 
were found 
about 4 p.m. 
Monday 

after police went to check on the 
welfare of residents at the unit in 
the Robert Morris Apartments 
in Morrisviiie, on the Delaware 
River northeast of Philadelphia 
and across from Trenton, N.J. 

The three-story, red-brick 
complex is on a busy road lined 
with auto repair shops, a safe- 
and-lock shop and a bail bonds 
agency nearby. 

Thai Hall, 24, of Bristol, Pa., said 
she attended Morrisviiie High 
School with Smith and spoke with 
her about three months ago. Hall, 
whose mother lives in a neighbor¬ 
ing apartment, said Smith was at¬ 
tending cosmetology school. She 
remembered Smith warmly. 

“She was a happy person, 
happy person and cared for peo¬ 
ple,” Hall said. 



Dominique Decree ] 
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Vatican: Cardinal Pell conviction 'painful' 



David Crosling, AAP Image/AP 

Cardinal Geoi^e Pell, center, leaves the County Court in Melbourne, Australia, on Tuesday. Pell has been 
convicted of molesting two choirboys in the 1990s. 


By Frances D’Emilio 

Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY—The Vatican 
on Tuesday described as “pain¬ 
ful” the news of the conviction of 
Australian Cardinal George Pell, 
one of Pope Francis’ top aides, by 
an Australian court for molesting 
two choirboys in the 1990s but in¬ 
sisted the prelate has the right to 
defend himself until the appeals 
process is completed. 

Acting Vatican spokesman 
Alessandro Gisotti on Tuesday 
read a brief statement but took no 
questions about the conviction, 
which was delivered unanimously 
in Victoria state County Court in 
December. Due to a strict court 
order, news of the verdict couldn’t 
be published until Tuesday. 

The pontiff, “to guarantee the 
course of justice,” has confirmed 
precautionary measures he al¬ 
ready had taken against Pell, 
including banning him from pub¬ 
licly celebrating Mass, and “as is 
the rule, contact in any way and 
form with minors,” Gisotti said. 

Francis had tapped Pell as his 
economy minister in 2014 as part 
of Vatican determination to re¬ 
form its scandal-plagued finan¬ 
cial system, even though some 
allegations against the Australian 
were known at that time. 


Pell’s conviction likely further 
stains Francis’ record on crack¬ 
ing down on credibly abused 
clergy. 

The court verdict represented 


“painful news that, we are well 
aware, has shocked very many 
people, not only in Australia,” Gi¬ 
sotti said. “As we have affirmed 
on other occasions, we restate the 


utmost respect for Australian ju¬ 
diciary authorities,” he said. 

“In the name of this respect, 
we now await the outcome of 
the appeals trial, recalling that 


Cardinal Pell has reiterated his 
innocence and has the right to de¬ 
fend himself until the final level” 
of Australia’s justice system, the 
spokesman said. 

“While awaiting the definitive 
judgment, we unite ourselves to 
the Australian bishops in pray¬ 
ing for all the victims of abuse, 
reiterating our commitment to 
do everything possible so that the 
church is a safe home for all, es¬ 
pecially for children and the most 
vulnerable,” Gisotti said. 

Francis has been accused by 
critics of casting doubt on some 
victims’ allegations against high- 
profile clergy, including a notable 
case in Chile. 

In 2016, during a flight back 
to Rome after a pilgrimage in 
Poland, Francis responded cau¬ 
tiously to a question posed by The 
Associated Press about how to 
properly handle the Pell case. 

“One shouldn’t judge before 
justice judges,” Francis replied. 
“If I gave a judgment in favor or 
against Cardinal Pell, it wouldn’t 
be good, because I’d be judging 
ahead” of civilian justice, likening 
that to “the judgment of gossip.” 

He added: “Pay attention to 
what justice will decide. Once 
justice has spoken, I will speak.” 



UN conference for Yemen 
seeks $4 billion this year 


May hands 
control of 
Brexit to 
Parliament 

Associated Press 

LONDON — British Prime 
Minister Theresa May bowed to 
intense political pressure Tues¬ 
day and handed control of Brexit 
to Parliament, telling lawmakers 
they will get to choose between 
leaving the European Union on 
schedule — with or without a di¬ 
vorce deal — and asking the EU 
to postpone departure day. 

May said that if Parliament 
rejects her deal with the EU in a 
vote due by March 12, lawmakers 
will vote the next day on whether 
to leave the bloc without an agree¬ 
ment. If that is defeated, as seems 
likely, they will vote on whether 
to ask the EU to delay Brexit by 
up to three months. 

May said the promises were 
“commitments I am making as 
prime minister and I will stick by 
them.” 

Britain is due to leave the EU on 
March 29, but so far the govern¬ 
ment has not been able to win Par¬ 
liament’s backing for its divorce 
deal with the bloc. That leaves the 
UK. facing a chaotic “no-deal” 
Brexit that could cause disruption 
for businesses and people in both 
Britain and the EU. 

May shifted position after 
members of her own government 
joined calls for her to rule out a 


on Tuesday. 

“no-deal” departure. 

Three government ministers 
wrote in Tuesday’s Daily Mail 
that they would vote with opposi¬ 
tion lawmakers to stop a no-deal 
departure unless May agreed to 
delay Brexit and guarantee “we 
are not swept over the precipice 
on March 29.” 

May said her goal remains 
to lead Britain out of the EU on 
schedule and with a deal. 

“I don’t want to see an exten¬ 
sion,” she said, adding that any 
delay to Brexit should be “as short 
as possible.” 

Delaying Brexit would require 
approval from all 27 other EU 
countries. The bloc has said it is 
likely to agree, but only if Britain 
has a good reason for the pause. 

Businesses warn that without 
a deal Britain risks a chaotic de¬ 
parture that could disrupt trade 
between the UK. and the EU, its 


biggest trading partner. The un¬ 
certainty has already led many 
British firms to shift some opera¬ 
tions abroad, stockpile goods or 
defer investment decisions. 

Businesses and the markets 
breathed a sigh of relief at May’s 
statement, which did not rule out 
“no deal” but at least pushed it a 
bit farther away. The pound rose 
above $1.32, its highest level for a 
month. 

“Today, we have seen real 
movement towards ruling out a 
chaotic and damaging no-deal on 
March 29,” said Mike Cherry, na¬ 
tional chairman of the Federation 
of Small Businesses. 

But many lawmakers pointed 
out that British politics remains 
deadlocked over Brexit, with both 
May’s governing Conservatives 
and the main opposition Labour 
Party deeply split on the issue. 


Associated Press 

GENEVA — The United Na¬ 
tions opened a third pledging 
conference Tuesday in hopes of 
drumming up $4 billion this year 
for Yemen, a war-battered coun¬ 
try facing the world’s worst hu¬ 
manitarian crisis. 

Host UN. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres lamented “an 
overwhelming humanitarian ca¬ 
tastrophe” where some 24 million 
people, or four-fifths of Yemen’s 
total population, require aid and 
protection. 

“Twenty million people can¬ 
not reliably feed themselves or 
their families,” he said in Gene¬ 
va, where the meeting is taking 
place. “Almost 10 million are just 
one step away from famine.” 

UN. officials say they are run¬ 
ning out of money in a country 
also facing a devastated health 
care system, a lack of jobs, con¬ 
tinued fighting and fallout from 


TEHRAN, Iran — Iranian For¬ 
eign Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif, a pivotal player in negoti¬ 
ating the landmark nuclear pact 
that President Donald Trump 
scrapped, announced his resigna¬ 
tion Monday. 

The popular figure in Iran 
made the announcement on his 
Instagram page, a highly unusual 
public move in the Islamic Repub- 


the world’s worst cholera epidem¬ 
ic in 2017. 

The world body’s “Humanitar¬ 
ian Response Plan for Yemen” in 
2019 seeks $4 billion to reach 15 
million people across the country 
after raising nearly $2.6 billion 
last year. 

Two of the biggest donors, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emir¬ 
ates, are also active participants 
in the conflict. They lead a West¬ 
ern-backed coahtion that supports 
the internationally recognized 
Yemeni government against Iran- 
aligned rebels known as Houthis 
who control the mqjor population 
centers in Yemen. 

The two rich Gulf states, which 
ponied up hundreds of millions of 
dollars Tuesday, have waged an 
extensive air campaign, imposed 
air, sea and land embargoes and 
tightened access to the country 
by shutting down its main airport 
in Sanaa. 


lie. President Hassan Rouhani 
has yet to accept Zarif’s resigna¬ 
tion, according to Rouhani’s chief 
of staff, Mahmoud Vaezi. 

Zarif wrote that he was thankful 
to have served the Iranian people. 
“I apologize for the shortcomings 
during my sincere services. I wish 
you happiness.” He did not give a 
reason for the resignation. 

From wire reports 


Iranian foreign minister key to nuke pact resigns 
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Huawei exec pokes 
fun at US Intel in 
tech show speech 


By Kelvin Chan 
Associated Press 

BARCELONA, Spain — A top 
executive at Chinese tech supplier 
Huawei poked fun at U.S. intel¬ 
ligence on Tuesday as he sought 
to reassure people attending the 
world’s biggest mobile industry 
fair that the company’s technology 
is secure. 

Guo Ping, Huawei’s rotat¬ 
ing chairman, used his keynote 
speech at MWC Barcelona to fight 
back against U.S. allegations that 
the company’s technology poses a 
national security risk to next-gen¬ 
eration mobile networks. 

“PRISM, PRISM, on the waU, 
who is the most trustworthy of 
them all?” Guo said, in a reference 
to a U.S. data gathering program. 


“If you don’t understand that, 
you can go ask Edward Snowden,” 
he said, referring to the former 
National Security Agency con¬ 
tractor who exposed the program 
in 2013. 

Under the PRISM program, the 
NSA, pursuant to secret court or¬ 
ders, collects intelligence about 
foreign threats through U.S. inter¬ 
net companies. 

The geopolitical dispute be¬ 
tween the US. and China’s Hua¬ 
wei, the world’s biggest maker of 
networking equipment used by 
phone and internet companies, is 
casting a pall over the four-day 
conference. 

Huawei is taking its case direct¬ 
ly to the 100,000 visitors expected 
to attend the show. 

The United States government 



Manu Fernandez/AP 


Attendees take pictures of the new Huawei Mate X foldable 5G 
smartphone during the MWC Barcelona wireless show in Spain. 


has also dispatched a delegation 
to lobby its case that Huawei gear 
should not be used. U.S. officials 
fear the Chinese government 
could use Huawei equipment to 
electronically eavesdrop on global 
internet traffic. 

“We can’t use prisms, crystal 
balls or politics to manage cy¬ 
bersecurity. It is a challenge we 
all share,” said Guo, one of three 
Huawei executives who take turns 
as chairman. 


“To build a system that we all 
can trust, we need aligned respon- 
sibihties, unified standards and 
clear regulations.” 

Huawei has consistently reject¬ 
ed the U.S. allegations, and Guo 
repeated that position. 

“We don’t do bad things,” he 
said. “Here, let me say this as 
clear as possible: Huawei has not 
and we will never plant back doors 
and we will never allow anyone to 
do so in our equipment.” 


Record February typhoon sideswipes Guam 


By Matthew Cappucci 
Special To The Washington Post 

The United States was hit by a barrage of 
wild weather over the weekend. Tornadoes 
carved through the South, a blizzard buried 
the northern plains and flash floods drenched 
the Tennessee Valley. But amid the busy week¬ 
end, the United States also was struck by some¬ 
thing you might not be expecting this time of 
year: a typhoon. 

The US. territory of Guam was sideswiped 
by the beastly storm — Wutip — on Saturday. 
It was whirling Monday morning about 300 
miles west of the Mariana Islands, with 150 
mph sustained winds coiled tightly around its 
foreboding eye. 

The Category 4-equivalent typhoon was 
packing gusts topping 180 mph. Early Monday, 
it peaked at Category 5-equivalent strength, 
making it the strongest February typhoon on 
record. It’s also the longest-lived February ty¬ 
phoon on record and the first February super 
typhoon in more than a century. 

The powerhouse storm was like an atmo¬ 
spheric whirlpool, vacuuming air up and out 
its center. The storm’s barometric pressure 


■ -LI fell to 915 millibars 
[l]t’s horrible _ 27 02 inches - the 
to be helpless air pressure if you 


climbed to the height 
of two Empire State 
buildings. 

February typhoons 
are incredibly unusu¬ 
al. The last such storm 
to skirt Guam was 
Irma in 1953. That one 
dropped 7.88 inches of 
rain in 24 hours. The 
island dodged a bullet 
again this time, as the 
Guam Daily Post re¬ 
ported that no serious 
damage or injury occurred. 

But it was a wet storm, with 4.21 inches of 
rain at Guam’s Antonio B. Won Pat Interna¬ 
tional Airport Saturday, triggering a rare flash 
flood warning and setting a rainfall record for 
the date. 

“There was some flash flooding on the 
southeastern part of the island,” said Mike 
Middlebrooke, senior forecaster at the National 
Weather Service office in Tiyan, Guam. 
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An automated sensor in the town of Inara- 
njan recorded 16.9 inches over the weekend 
— its highest two-day rain total on record. 

Middlebrooke said it could have been worse, 
adding, “We were just on the fringe of this 
storm.” 

Guam desperately needs the rain. Scant rain¬ 
fall in recent weeks has made water planning 
an issue for the Mariana Islands, including 
Guam. A statement by the National Weather 
Service on Feb. 11 painted a drought-stricken 
picture, stating residents “should plan for drier 
conditions over the next several weeks and 
perhaps months.” 

“The rain was probably beneficial,” Middle¬ 
brooke said. 

The Mariana Islands are no stranger to ty¬ 
phoons. Four months ago. Super Typhoon Yutu 
ravaged Saipan, eerily swallowing the island in 
its eye after lashing it with sustained 180 mph 
winds. It became the second-strongest hurri¬ 
cane to make landfall on U.S. soil. 

“Tinian was flattened,” Middlebrooke said. 
“I was watching it on satellite that night. I’ll 
tell you what — it’s horrible to be helpless and 
watching something like that as it’s about to hit 
people. But they’re doing OK now.” 


Fugitive monkeys back in 
enclosure after breakout 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — A 17-year-old fu¬ 
gitive monkey has been reunited 
with her daughter at a Berlin zoo 
after being caught at a railway 
station in the German capital. 

Both the capuchin monkey and 
her 6-year-old daughter broke out 
of their newly redesigned enclo¬ 
sure at the Tierpark Berlin zoo on 
Feb. 14. 

The younger monkey, 6-year- 
old Philippa, was picked up near 
the monkey house on Saturday. 


The mother. Obi, escaped capture 
during a search by about 40 zoo 
employees despite several week¬ 
end sightings. 

The zoo said staff members 
caught Obi at a commuter railway 
station Monday morning. 

Veterinarian Andreas Pauly 
said “both monkeys were, of 
course, somewhat exhausted” 
after their capture. 

The fence around the rabbit¬ 
sized animals’ enclosure was 
being redesigned to prevent fu¬ 
ture breakouts. 



Courtesy of Tierpark Berlin/AP 

Pet keeper Fabian Behnke carries capuchin monkey Philippa back to 
her enclosure Saturday after she escaped on Feb. 14. 


UK temps 
hit record 
for winter 

By Jason Samenow 
AND Jennifer Hassan 
The Washington Post 

Winter weather in the 
United Kingdom is known 
to be raw and bleak, but on 
Monday, the sun shone in all 
its glory and temperatures 
surged to levels not seen 
before during the cold, dark 
season. 

Temperatures in the com¬ 
munity of Trawsgoed in 
Wales shot up to 68.5 degrees 
Fahrenheit, the warmest 
temperature ever recorded 
in the United Kingdom in 
February or any winter 
month. Such weather would 
be unusually warm even in 
July or August in this typi¬ 
cally chilly location about 20 
miles inland from the cool 
waters of the Irish Sea. 

The previous highest 
February (and winter) tem¬ 
perature observed in the 
United Kingdom was 67.5 
degrees set on Feb. 13,1998, 
at the Royal Observatory in 
Greenwich, London. 

Following a mild weekend, 
the temperature in London’s 
Hyde Park spiked to 66 de¬ 
grees under a cloudless sky 
Monday, while a weather 
station in northwest London 
exceeded 67 degrees, which 
would be a February re¬ 
cord for the city. Brits were 
seen sunbathing, eating ice 
cream and swapping their 
winter clothes for T-shirts 
and sunglasses. 

The unusual dose of warm 
weather had some Brits 
hanging out in their gardens 
for the first time in months, 
while others headed to their 
local pub for a pint in the 
afternoon sun. Local parks 
were busier than usual — 
and one sun worshipper in 
south London was spotted in 
a bikini over the weekend. 

For many, sun in the Unit¬ 
ed Kingdom can mean only 
one thing: Get the barbe¬ 
cue going and the sausages 
sizzling. 

“Absolute scenes tonight 
as the British public spend 
a Monday evening in Feb¬ 
ruary in a beer garden and 
decide to fire up the BBQ 
for their dinner,” wrote one 
Twitter user. 

While many took to social 
media to celebrate the ap¬ 
parent arrival of summer in 
February, others comment¬ 
ed that the warm weather 
should be a cause not for 
celebration but for concern. 

“It’s 19C in London today, 
inching toward a new his¬ 
torical record for the UK in 
February. How disconcert¬ 
ing that a warm, sunny day 
can be at once pleasant and 
absolutely terrifying,” au¬ 
thor Jason Hickel wrote on 
Twitter. 
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Trust fails to recover from nuclear disaster 


By Simon Denver 
The Washington Post 

FUKUSHIMA, Japan — Eight 
years after an earthquake, tsu¬ 
nami and one of the most severe 
nuclear accidents in history, the 
Japanese prefecture of Fukushi- 
ma is getting back on its feet. 

Officials say the area’s fruits 
and vegetables are fine to eat. So 
is the catch from the Fukushima 
fishing boats. 

Radiation levels in the prefec¬ 
ture’s capital city, Fukushima, 
are comparable to the super-safe 
readings in places such as Hong 
Kong and London, monitors say. 
And a massive decontamination 
effort is still underway. 

But facts and spreadsheets sup¬ 
plied by the government are one 
thing. 

Rebuilding trust among lo¬ 
cals may be significantly harder, 
thanks to a culture of cover-ups 
and denials that contributed to the 
nuclear accident and continues to 
dog Japan’s efforts to restart its 
nuclear industry, experts say. 

“A lot of challenges still need to 
be addressed,” Mitsuru Shoji, an 
official in the international affairs 
division of the prefecture govern¬ 
ment, said during a recent press 
tour. “[But] Fukushima Prefec¬ 
ture is regaining its strength.” 

The twin natural disasters in 
March 2011 killed 16,000 people, 
and the subsequent multiple re¬ 
actor explosions sent clouds of 
radioactive dust spewing over 
thousands of square miles of 
northern Japan, causing 165,000 
people to flee their homes across 
12 percent of the prefecture. Ag¬ 
riculture and fisheries industries 
collapsed as consumers steered 
clear of their products, and tour¬ 
ists shunned the region. 

Most of the evacuees have gone 
home across the prefecture. Less 
than 3 percent — an area roughly 
twice the size of the District of 
Columbia — of the prefecture re¬ 
mains officially off limits: in the 
mountainous forests and ghost 
towns nearest the Fukushima 
Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant. 

Huge swaths of topsoil have 
been removed. Potassium has 
been added to soil to displace the 
radioactive cesium that fell from 
the sky and prevent it from enter¬ 
ing plants through their roots. 

Japan has set stringent limits 
on the amount of cesium allowed 
in food, 12 times stricter than the 
United States. And an agriculture 
testing center in the city of Kori- 
yama has analyzed 210,00 sam¬ 
ples of local produce, including 
peaches, rice, asparagus, straw¬ 
berries and beef from the danger 
zone. At the Onahama fishing 
port, a similar effort monitors 
fish from every ocean catch. 

With the exception of a hand¬ 
ful of samples of wild mushrooms 
and freshwater fish, none of the 
samples has exceeded the radia¬ 
tion limits in the past three years, 
officials say. 

Exports of agriculture, for¬ 
estry and fisheries products, at 
one point down 98 percent, have 
recovered beyond pre-disaster 
levels, as have tourist arrivals. 

Overcoming initial concerns. 


Photos by Shiho FuKAOA/The Washington Post 

Fishermen leave a boat at the port of Onahama in Iwaki, Japan. The industry is still recovering from the effects of the 2011 nuclear disaster. 

^To me, talking about ^harmful rumors’ 
sounds like they are making someone else 
the bad guy or villain. ^ 

Riken Komatsu 

community activist 


the percentage of locally pro¬ 
duced ingredients in Fukushima 
school lunches is back where it 
was in 2010, and above the na¬ 
tional average. Peaches from the 
area are popular in Southeast 
Asia, and local sake is winning 
national awards. 

Still, at least 24 countries and 
territories ban some produce 
from Fukushima. Taiwan, South 
Korea and China still impose a 
total food ban. 

The United States prohib¬ 
its Fukushima produce such as 
mushrooms, leafy vegetables and 
broccoli. Fishermen now ply the 
seas only two days a week. Fish 
from Fukushima, which once en¬ 
joyed a high reputation in Tokyo’s 
fish market, is no longer the fla¬ 
vor of the day. 

The government blames 
“harmful rumors,” a phrase that 
dominated the two-day press tour 
and has been labeled the fourth 
disaster to hit Fukushima, after 
the earthquake, tsunami and nu¬ 
clear accident. 

Yet there is a much deeper trust 
deficit that remains extremely 
hard to overcome. 

Tokyo Electric Power Com¬ 
pany, the operator of the ill-fated 
plant, spent two months after the 
nuclear disaster denying that a 
meltdown had occurred. TEPCO 
later apologized for a “cover-up” 
that remains the source of much 


bitterness among people here. 

Katsunobu Sakurai, former 
mayor of the nearby town of Min- 
amisoma, said TEPCO gave out 
very little information about the 
disaster during a chaotic evacu¬ 
ation that ultimately led to the 
deaths of 3,700 people, including 
many elderly people whose medi¬ 
cal care was interrupted. 

In 2012, TEPCO was forced to 
admit that it had failed to heed 
safety warnings before the acci¬ 
dent, or even consider the risk of 
a large tsunami because it feared 
doing so would undermine public 
confidence in the industry. 

“To me, talking about ‘harm¬ 
ful rumors’ sounds like they are 
making someone else the bad guy 
or villain as if they are blaming 
people for saying negative things 
because they don’t understand 
science and radiation,” said Riken 
Komatsu, a community activist in 
Onahama. 

One of the biggest problems 
involves groundwater that seeps 
into the reactor buildings, mixes 
with cooling water and becomes 
radioactive. 

TEPCO has been trying to limit 
water contamination ever since 
the accident, creating a mile-long 
“ice wall” of sunken, frozen soil 
around the reactors to keep water 
out, and another concrete wall 
to prevent it from reaching the 
ocean. 


An inspector cuts crab meat on a scale to weigh for radiation level 
testing at a lab attached to a fish market at the port of Onahama on 
Jan. 25. 


In 2016, TEPCO admitted that 
the ice wall was only slowing — 
but not preventing — water seep¬ 
ing in. Today, around 100 cubic 
meters of groundwater still be¬ 
come contaminated at Fukushi¬ 
ma every day, and 1 million tons 
of radioactive water is stored in 
994 huge tanks around the site. 

A new tank fills up every seven 
to 10 days, and storage space is 
running out. 

TEPCO had initially claimed 
that 26 out of 27 radioactive nu¬ 
clides had been removed from 
that water through an advanced 
treatment system, leaving only 
tritium behind. 

But after reports by Kyodo 
news and local media, and a pro¬ 
test by fishermen, the company 
acknowledged in September that 
80 percent of the tanks contain 
water that is still contaminated 
with dangerous radioactive ele¬ 
ments, including strontium-90, a 
bone-seeking radionuclide that 


causes cancer. 

Today, one of the hottest con¬ 
troversies is what to do with all 
that water, after a government 
task force suggested gradually 
releasing it into the sea. 

TEPCO says it has significant¬ 
ly reduced contamination in the 
water and would treat it again be¬ 
fore it is released. It argues that 
other nuclear plants around the 
world release water containing 
tritium. 

But for the fishermen of 
Fukushima, already deeply 
frustrated with the havoc the di¬ 
saster has wrought, such a move 
is unthinkable. 

“We have worked so hard to re¬ 
gain the trust and sense of safety 
among consumers,” said Hisashi 
Maeda, deputy manager of the 
Dredge Fishing Cooperative at 
the Onahama port. “If they re¬ 
lease the water, it would put us 
back to square one again.” 
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Woman finds snake 
curled up in dryer 

PI SAFETY HARBOR 
r L — A Florida woman 
said she “about had a near death 
experience” when she opened her 
dryer and saw a snake curled up 
in her laundry. 

Tampa’s Fox 13 News reported 
Amanda Wise was almost finished 
unloading the dryer in her garage 
Sunday when she saw what ap¬ 
peared to be a corn snake. 

She described the startling dis¬ 
covery in a Facebook post. She 
said her husband used a broom 
to coax the snake out of the dryer 
and outside. 

Officials seize nearly 
IK pounds of khat 

IWI BALTIMORE — U.S. 
1*1 mJ Customs and Border 
Protection said agents seized 
around 1,000 pounds of khat in 
the Washington area during one 
week in February. 

Khat is a flowering shrub na¬ 
tive to East Africa and the Ara¬ 
bian Peninsula that the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administra¬ 
tion characterized as a stimulant 
abused for its euphoric effects 
when chewed or made into tea. 
The three shipments seized Feb. 
12,13 and 16 came from Nigeria. 

A news release said the khat in 
the first two shipments was dis¬ 
guised as green tea. Another news 
release said the Feb. 16 shipment 
was disguised as around 268 
pounds of “green tea leave.” 

Balloon artists head 
to Dubai for show 

lyW ROCHESTER — Some 
I* 1 upstate New York 
sculptors whose medium of 
choice is balloons were heading 
to the United Arab Emirates for 
their next creation. 

Rochester’s Airigami artists 
said they’ll build a 13-foot-tall 
balloon version of the Maker 
Faire mascot at the Maker Faire 
in Dubai. They also plan to get the 
public involved in a project. 

Maker Faires celebrate show¬ 
case invention and creativity. The 
Airigami team has displayed at 
15 of them around the U.S. and 
beyond. 

Some past Airigami projects 
include a giant balloon dinosaur 
for the Virginia Museum of Natu¬ 
ral History and a piloted balloon 
sculpture called the Fantastic 
Flying Octopus. 

Woman accused of 
living in vacant house 

I A PINEVILLE —ALoui- 
siana woman is accused 
of living in a vacant house and sell¬ 
ing its furniture and appliances. 

The Rapides Parish Sheriff’s 
Office said the homeowner told 
investigators he went to clean out 
the house in Pineville and found 
a woman living there. Deputies 
found numerous pieces of furni¬ 
ture and appliances missing. 

The Town Talk reported that 
deputies arrested Jerica Gros, 30, 
of Alexandria on trespassing and 
simple burglary charges. 

A police news release said she 
apparently had been living in the 


THE CENSUS 


gfl The number of Kemp’s ridley turtle statues that have been completed in a Turtles About Town project in Galveston, 

T Texas. The Galveston County Daily News reported the project aims to raise awareness about the creatures and protecting 

coastal environment. Plans are in the works for about 20 more statues, decorated with bright colors by Texas artists. Joanie 
Steinhaus, with the Turtle Island Restoration Network, said sponsoring a turtle involves a $3,500 commitment to pay for 
creation, shipment and installation. 




Piece by piece 

Hannah Rawe, left, exhibition preparator at the American Museum of Natural History, and production assistant David Kirshoff assemble a 
young Tyrannosaurus rex replica in the museum's exhibition workshop in New \brk. When completed, the replica will represent a 4-year-old 
with feathers. It is part of the upcoming exhibition “T. rex: The Ultimate Predator” at the museum starting March 11. 


house since early January and al¬ 
legedly had scrapped or sold the 
missing items. 

Police: Drunken driver 
left child at crash scene 

||i| A REVERE — Massa- 
l*l^% chusetts State Police 
said a drunken driver who rolled 
over her car left a child behind at 
the scene of the crash. 

Authorities said the 37-year- 
old Revere woman faces nine 
charges, including one count of 
operating under the influence of 
alcohol and two counts of child 
endangerment. 

Witnesses told police the vehi¬ 
cle had three occupants: the driv¬ 
er and two children. Police said 
the driver left the scene in a by¬ 
stander’s vehicle with one of the 
children, leaving the other child 
behind. The woman was later ar¬ 
rested at an area hospital. 

State police said both children 
suffered severe, but not life- 
threatening injuries. 

Man looking through 
peephole shot in eye 

ly Y YORK — New 

I* 1 York City police said 
a man was shot in the eye as he 
looked through the peephole in 


his apartment door. 

Police said the 56-year-old vic¬ 
tim was awakened by a knock at 
the door at his apartment in the 
Bronx early Saturday morning. 
Authorities said the unidenti¬ 
fied gunman opened fire as the 
victim was looking through the 
peephole. 

Responding medics rushed the 
victim to an area hospital, where 
he was listed in stable condition. 

2 arrested in news 
crew theft, shooting 

OAKLAND — Two men 
have been arrested in 
the shooting of the security guard 
for a news crew that was covering 
the Oakland teachers’ strike, au¬ 
thorities said Monday. 

KPIX said a reporter and a 
photographer were gathering 
interviews Sunday afternoon at 
the Oakland Library when a car 
pulled up and two men got out 
and of them pointed a gun and de¬ 
manded their camera. The crew 
surrendered the equipment. 

One of the suspects then shot 
the guard. Matt Meredith, in the 
leg, the news station said. KPIX 
said on Twitter that the guard re¬ 
turned gunfire. 

Alameda County Sheriff spokes¬ 
man Sgt. Ray Kelly said a 21-year- 
old man with several gunshot 


wounds went to a hospital after the 
incident. Oakland police arrested 
the man on suspicion of shooting 
the guard. 

Oakland police confirmed Mon¬ 
day two people were detained and 
the stolen camera was recovered. 
The guard was treated at a hospi¬ 
tal and released. 

No injuries reported 
in food cart explosion 

13 EUGENE — Residents 
Im in Eugene’s Whiteaker 
neighborhood were jolted by an 
explosion of a food cart in the 
area Sunday morning. 

The Register-Guard reported 
no injuries were reported from the 
explosion that occurred at Buck 
Buck Food Cart just before 8 a.m. 

The cart was just outside Oak- 
shire Brewing Public House on 
Madison Street. The food cart 
and brew pub were both closed at 
the time of the explosion. 

Giant wooden troll is 
returning to ski town 

€^€\ BRECKENRIDGE 

— A huge wooden troll 
will be reincarnated in a Colora¬ 
do ski town, although it’s unclear 
what it will look like or where it 
will sit. 


The Summit Daily reported 
that Breckenridge officials have 
a deal with Danish artist Thomas 
Dambo to rebuild his troll this 
spring. It was erected beside a 
trail last summer for a festival, 
but it was so popular that nearby 
homeowners complained about 
all the foot traffic. It was taken 
down in November. 

The troll, named Isak Heart- 
stone, was 15 feet high. 

Rebuilding is expected to take 
about a week sometime in May. 

Tall ships to sail to 
coast for public tours 

^ A BRUNSWICK—Arep- 
lica of the Santa Maria 
— the flagship from Christopher 
Columbus’ expedition—will soon 
sail to Georgia for tours. 

The Brunswick News reported 
that the St. Marys Tall Ship Alli¬ 
ance is bringing the replica ship 
to the Brunswick Landing Ma¬ 
rina from April 8-15. 

The Nao Santa Maria, built in 
2017 in Spain, is making its first 
visit to the United States. 

Another tall ship. Privateer 
Lynx, will sail into the Brunswick 
Landing Marina shortly after the 
Nao Santa Maria leaves, and will 
be in town from April 17-28. 

From wire reports 
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AP 


Ariana Grande was named an honorary 
citizen of Manchester, England, for her 
work after a suicide bomber killed 22 
people at her concert there in 2017. 

Grande to play Manchester 
2 years after arena bomb 

Ariana Grande is returning to Man¬ 
chester, two years after a suicide bomb¬ 
er killed 22 people at her concert in the 
northwest England city. 

Organizers say Grande will be a head¬ 
liner at the Manchester Pride Live event 
on Aug. 25. Chief executive Mark Fletch¬ 
er said Monday that “we’re truly honored 
to be welcoming Ariana back to the city 
to help us celebrate LGBT-f life.” 

Grande and Manchester were bound 
together in tragedy on May 22, 2017, 
when a bomber blew himself up at Man¬ 
chester Arena as fans were leaving her 
show. The singer returned to the city two 
weeks later to take part in a memorial 
concert, which she helped to organize. 

Other news 

■ Bluegrass and country vocalist Mac 
Wiseman, known for his high tenor and 
songs like “The Ballad of Davy Crock¬ 
ett” and “Jimmy Brown the Newsboy,” 
has died at the age of 93. Spring Hill Fu¬ 
neral Home in Nashville confirmed his 
death Sunday. Born in the Shenandoah 
Valley in Virginia, Wiseman worked as a 
sideman for bluegrass pioneers like Les¬ 
ter Flatt and Earl Scruggs and Bill Mon¬ 
roe. He recorded for Dot Records in the 
1950s, eventually working as a producer. 
He was a founding member and the first 
secretary for the Country Music Asso¬ 
ciation. Wiseman was inducted into the 
Country Music Hall of Fame in 2014. 

■ Filmmaker and playwright Kenneth 
Lonergan is the first recipient of a prize 
named for the late Mike Nichols. PEN 
America, the literary and human rights 
organization, announced Monday that 
Lonergan won the PEN/Mike Nichols 
Writing for Performance Award. The 
$25,000 prize is given for works that 
“enlighten and inspire audiences” in the 
tradition of Nichols, known for direct¬ 
ing such films as “The Graduate” and 
such plays as “The Odd Couple.” Lo- 
nergan’s films include “You Can Count 
on Me” and “Manchester By the Sea.” 
His plays “The Waverly Gallery” and 
“Lobby Hero” were recently revived on 
Broadway. 

■ David W. Blight’s biography of 
Frederick Douglass and Sarah Smarsh’s 
“Heartland” are among the nominees for 
awards celebrating nonfiction books of 
social consciousness and literary merit. 
On Tuesday, the Columbia Journalism 
School and the Nieman Foundation for 
Journalism at Harvard University an¬ 
nounced shortlists for the J. Anthony 
Lukas Work-in-Progress Awards, the 
J. Anthony Lukas Book Prize and the 
Mark Lynton History Prize. Smarsh is 
a finalist for the Lukas Book Prize and 
Blight for history, each worth $10,000. 
The work-in-progress prize, for a book 
being written, awards $25,000 apiece to 
two authors. Winners will be announced 
March 20. 

From The Associated Press 



Dwayne Johnson steps away from studio system with ‘Fighting with My Family’ 


By Ryan Pearson 
Associated Press 

B elieve it or not, Hollywood execu¬ 
tives told Dwayne Johnson “no 
thanks” when he pitched his latest 
movie. It was an unusual rejection 
for the industry’s reigning box office cham¬ 
pion, whose “Jumanji” reboot in 2017 made 
nearly $1 billion worldwide. So the artist for¬ 
ever known as The Rock put on his indepen¬ 
dent film producer hat and went outside the 
traditional system to make “Fighting with 
My Family.” 

His Seven Bucks Productions found financ¬ 
ing through WWE Studios and Britain’s Film4 
for the scrappy, relatively low-budget comedy 
inspired by WWE wrestler Paige’s hfe story. 
Johnson makes a cameo appearance, as he 
did in Paige’s real-hfe rise from a small Eng¬ 
lish town to the top of pro wresthng. 

“Every studio passed on this, regardless of 
if I was attached,” Johnson said. “They were 
like, ‘No, no. The subject matter’ And, and 
also too, you know, generally the tapestry of 
pro wrestling as it’s been shown in film hasn’t 
always been done in the greatest of ways 
certainly that would make us proud, coming 


from that world. (Darren) Aronofsky did it 
beautifully in ‘The Wrestler,’ but before that 
and since then, it hasn’t really been shown. 
So there was a lot of challenges with this.” 

Johnson, 46, said that while he knew Paige 
through WWE, he didn’t know her back- 
story — including a brother and parents who 
shared her passion for pro wrestling — until 
a serendipitous night filming “Fast & Furious 
6 ” in London. Unable to sleep, he was flip¬ 
ping channels and came across a documen¬ 
tary about the performer. 

“I immediately identified with this crazy 
wrestling family who was very loving, loved 
the world of pro wresthng,” he said. 

Johnson’s “Tooth Fairy” co-star Stephen 
Merchant was hired to write and direct. Flor¬ 
ence Pugh signed on to play Paige, with Nick 
Frost and Lena Headey as her parents. 

Johnson’s producing partners are Dany 
and Hiram Garcia. Dany Garcia, a former 
bodybuilder and investment banker, was 
married to Johnson from 1997 to 2007 and 
they have a teenage daughter. They have 
flourished as business partners, founding 
Seven Bucks together in 2012. Hiram, Dany’s 
younger brother, was named the company’s 
president of film production in 2017. 


4 more from Seven Bucks 

Dwayne Johnson will star in these future 
projects from Seven Bucks Productions: 
“Hobbs & Shaw”: A “Fast and Furious” 
spin-off with Jason Statham and a 
villain played by Idris Elba. 

“Jungle Cruise”; Based on the Disney 
theme park ride, Johnson says the 
Jaume Collet Serra-direeled adventure 
film, also set for 2020, is ‘“African 
Queen’ meets 'Romancing the Stone.’” 
“The King”: A biopic of Hawaiian 
King Kamehameha. Johnson told an 
interviewer at age 29 that it was his 
“dream role” in Hollywood. “I didn’t 
have life experience to play it then. So 
the time is right.” 

“John Henry and the Statesmen”: 

Hiram Garcia, Seven Bucks’ president 
of film production, pitched Johnson on 
the idea of folklore heroes from various 
cultures joining together to “right the 
wrongs and save the planet.” 

— Associated Press 


Oscars ends 4-year trend with increase in viewers 


Associated Press 

The Oscars ended its four-year streak 
of dwindling viewership, reaching 29.6 
million on Sunday to beat last year’s audi¬ 
ence by 12 percent, but it still represents 
the second-smallest audience in the award 
show’s history. 

The 2018 show had reached only 26.5 
million viewers, a figure that set off alarm 
bells at ABC and the motion picture 
academy. 

This year’s show featured movies with 
more box office juice than in the recent 
past. It provided a water-cooler controver¬ 
sy over the merits of best picture winner 
“Green Book,” and some memorable musi¬ 
cal performances by Queen and the duo of 
Lady Gaga and Bradley Cooper. 

It also went without a host after Kevin 
Hart backed off, although the trio of Tina 



Chris Pizzello, Invision/AP 


The performance of “Shallow,” from 
“A Star Is Born” by Lady Gaga, left, and 
Bradley Cooper, was one of the highlights 
of the Academy Awards telecast. 


Fey, Amy Poehler and Maya Rudolph of¬ 
fered what was essentially an opening 
monologue. 

The Oscars is generally the most- 
watched entertainment program of the 
year, often only second to the Super Bowl. 
Yet its viewership had declined steadily 
since hitting 43.7 million in 2014, the 
Nielsen company said. 

Despite this year’s rebound, it still rep¬ 
resents only the second time since Nielsen 
has been measuring that viewership 
slipped under 30 million people. 

The biggest Oscars audience ever re¬ 
corded came in 1998, when 55.2 million 
people turned out to see “Titanic” named 
best picture. 

ABC also said Monday that its preview 
of the drama “Whiskey Cavalier” was 
seen by 4.2 million people after the Oscars 
ended. 
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By Daniel L. Davis 
Special to Stars and Stripes 

I am an unapologetic advocate for a 
strong military; for building and 
maintaining an invincible national 
defense. Without mgjor structural and 
intellectual changes, however, the armed 
forces’ ability to respond to a military at¬ 
tack from a peer or near-peer opponent, 
should one occur, is going to come into in¬ 
creasing question. 

At the end of Operation Desert Storm, 
the U.S. armed forces were the unques¬ 
tioned and unchallenged military power 
on the globe. The Soviet Union was in its 
final hours of life and its military was 
an important shell of its former self The 
People’s Liberation Army of China was an 
archaic infantry-heavy force that would be 
challenged even to defend its own borders. 
At the end of the 20th century, America 
was more dominant than any nation at any 
point in history. 

Up through the year 2000 our Army, 
Navy, Air Force and Marines were still 
optimized and trained to deter and, if nec¬ 
essary, defeat existential threats to our 
nation. 

I first enlisted in the Army in 1985, and 
for most of the first 15 years of my career 
I was assigned to combat units in Europe 
during the Cold War, fought Iraq in 1991 
with the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment 
and served a year in South Korea, mainly 
as a liaison with the 2nd Republic of Korea 
Army. All during that time, I experienced 
firsthand how lethal, trained and “ready” 
were our armed forces. 

All operations and training programs 
were designed to take on large, deadly and 
capable foes. We would sometimes spend 
250 days out of a year in field training and 
command exercises. Throughout this time, 
the military was well-equipped, highly 
trained and laser-focused on defeating any 
opponent. 

But then came 9/11. 

In late 2001, President George W. Bush 
sent Special Forces teams to Afghanistan 
to link up with indigenous fighters to aid in 
the defeat of the Taliban and al-Qaida. The 
initial phase of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
in 2003 was a conventional military opera¬ 
tion similar to Desert Storm. Around mid- 
2004, however, drastic transformations to 


O n the question of whether the fed¬ 
eral government should spend 
money to augment physical bar¬ 
riers at the border with Mexico, 
I’m with President Donald Trump. 

Yes, there are other, more important 
steps the government could take to con¬ 
trol immigration. Many illegal immigrants 
came here legally and then stayed after 
their visas expired. Requiring employ¬ 
ers to verify the legal status of new hires 
would deter them as well as illegal border- 
crossers. Trump has rarely focused on this 
issue and placed too much emphasis on “a 
wall.” 

On the other hand, Nancy Pelosi’s con¬ 
tention that “a wall is an immorality” is 
absurd. We should have limits on immigra¬ 
tion, and barriers can help enforce those 
limits. On both of those common-sense 
points. Trump is right. 

But I agreed with President Barack 
Obama, too, on whether a lot of illegal im¬ 
migrants who had put down roots in the 
U.S. should be allowed to stay legally, and 
I still objected when he bypassed Congress 
to advance that policy. 

Trump’s declaration of a national 


military doctrine, organization and train¬ 
ing began to take root. 

Rather than design a military prepared 
for high-end combat in contested bat- 
tlespace, our armed forces were effec¬ 
tively repurposed to policing permissive 
environments in the Middle East. Instead 
of fortifying the U.S. homeland and that of 
our allies, our military investments were 
diverted to countering enemies without 
any real capabilities. There are no terror¬ 
ist navies or air forces. One of the few land- 
based assaults by any group of terrorists 
came from Islamic State — and that was 
undone in just a few years with limited U.S. 
air power supporting local Syrian Demo¬ 
cratic Forces. 

By 2005, the Pentagon and Bush admin¬ 
istration officials decided to stay in Iraq 
and were consumed with trying to pacify 
the country. What they should have done 
was withdraw so we could reload and re¬ 
build our military end strength. 

The most visible effect of that fateful de¬ 
cision was to require the Pentagon to virtu¬ 
ally cease the tough business of preparing 
to fight peer and near-peer adversaries, 
and instead completely reorient the force 
to prepare for and conduct counterinsur¬ 
gency, or COIN, operations. 

The COIN mentality became deeply en¬ 
trenched in a second generation of military 
and political leaders, and instead of recog¬ 
nizing that fighting endless insurgent wars 
are a losing proposition, the COIN mental¬ 
ity expanded. Instead of being used as a 
means to an end, COIN became a self-per¬ 
petuating end unto itself 

Currently, the United States is conduct¬ 
ing lethal military operations at one level 
or another in Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Libya, Yemen, Niger and Soma¬ 
lia. In fact, in addition to regular combat 
troops. Special Forces troops are active, 
on any given day, in upward of 20 different 
countries in Africa. 

“Endless wars” inflict grave harm to 
the military’s ability to prepare for, and 
if necessary defeat, potential foes in exis¬ 
tential battles. The most troubling aspect 
of current operations is these missions are 
designed to go on forever — there is no 
definition of “victory.” 

President Donald Trump is right that 
“great powers don’t fight ‘endless wars.’” 
For the security of our nation, it is impera¬ 


executive overreach. Congressional Re¬ 
publicans should vote to disapprove it, even 
if they favor a tougher approach to border 
security. 

Building barriers can’t be justified as an 
“emergency” measure using any normal 
sense of the word. Illegal border crossings 
are down. The president didn’t stir himself 
to do much to get funding for a wall until 
December. When he declared the emer¬ 
gency, he said he didn’t have to do it. 

To defend Trump’s action, you’d have to 
ignore the ordinary meaning of the word 
and instead construe “emergency” as a 
legal term of art. Federal law gives the 
president the power to declare emergen¬ 
cies in order to be able to exercise cer¬ 
tain powers, and those emergencies don’t 
have to match common definitions of the 
word. Previous presidents have declared 
emergencies that most Americans barely 
noticed. 

It’s an argument like the one that 
Obama’s defenders made for him: The 
president has the legal authority to take 
this action, at least if you read the statutes 
just right. These arguments take advan¬ 
tage of the modern habit of treating the 
Constitution as a purely legal document. 
But the constitutional problems with these 


tive that we begin divesting ourselves of 
the many and unnecessary combat op¬ 
erations around the world and return to a 
proper focus on building a strong military 
capable of providing invincible national 
defense. Many may protest that withdraw¬ 
ing from places like Syria, Iraq and Af¬ 
ghanistan might create “vacuums” that 
our adversaries will rush to fill. Much of 
that fear is unfounded, but it also masks 
two important factors. 

For example, in Syria, the idea that the 
withdrawal of a couple of thousand U.S. 
troops will somehow be a boon to ISIS 
and “give Syria away” to Russia and Iran 
doesn’t hold up. ISIS will still be hunted by 
the SDF, by Russia, Iran, Syria and other 
rebel groups; they do not have a free pass. 
Russia and Iran are decadeslong allies 
of Syrian leader Bashar Assad and will 
be there long after we leave. Our depar¬ 
ture will cause no harm to U.S. national 
security. 

In Afghanistan, it is possible that after 
our departure the situation on the ground 
could get more chaotic; it’s possible — 
though far from certain — that the Taliban 
could capture even more territory than 
they have now. It’s also possible, however, 
that our withdrawal could encourage gov¬ 
ernment leaders in Kabul to make the con¬ 
cessions necessary to achieve a workable 
solution with the Taliban to end the war. 

Yet even if the worst happened — a re¬ 
turn to the active civil war that we inter¬ 
rupted in October 2001 — the U.S. would 
use all aspects of our national power to 
identify and eliminate any direct threats. 

Our permanent presence for the past 18 
years has proven that we cannot end the 
violence and war by maintenance of the 
status quo. Every day we continue focus¬ 
ing on COIN-type operations, we continue 
the degradation in the ability of our armed 
forces to defend against legitimate existen¬ 
tial threats. It’s time to make changes. 

We must, therefore, authoritatively end 
military engagements that drain vital re¬ 
sources from our country that are essen¬ 
tial to make sure America remains a great 
power. 

Daniel L. Davis, a Senior Fellow for the think tank 
Defense Priorities, retired as an Army 
lieutenant colonel in 2015 after 21 years of service 
that included four combat deployments. 


presidents’ actions are not reducible to 
legal technicalities. 

Obama was trying to do something that 
his predecessor George W. Bush had also 
sought. Bush had not thought it constitu¬ 
tionally permissible to take unilateral ac¬ 
tion, and Obama himself denied he had the 
power before he decided to use it. Obama 
seized this power because he could not 
reach an agreement with Congress. 

Just so here. Previous emergency dec¬ 
larations have not been used to resolve a 
political controversy, let alone to allow 
the executive branch to spend money in a 
way Congress had considered and decided 
against. Even if the president has the legal 
power to take this action, it’s an abuse of 
that power to exercise it. 

Courts are sometimes reluctant to de¬ 
cide whether one branch is abusing power 
in this fashion, lest they get drawn into an 
inappropriate policymaking role. It’s a con¬ 
straint that does not apply to members of 
Congress. They should vote to disapprove 
of Trump’s abuse — especially if they con¬ 
demned Obama’s previous abuse, as most 
congressional Republicans did. 

Ramesh Ponnuru is a Bloomberg Opinion 
columnist. He is a senior editor at National 
Review, visiting fellow at the American Enterprise 
Institute and contributor to CBS News. 


Pro-wall Republicans should reject emergency 
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Sprint's 5G wireless launch could be first in US 


By Brian Fung 

The Washington Post 

Sprint customers in Atlanta, 
Chicago, Dallas and Kansas City 
will be among the first to test the 
company’s 5G wireless network 
when it launches in May, execu¬ 
tives said Monday. 

Expect an additional five mar¬ 
kets — Houston, Los Angeles, 
New York, Phoenix and Washing¬ 
ton — to come onhne in the first 
half of the year, said Sprint CEO 
Michel Combes. 

The impending launch could 
make Sprint the first U.S. wireless 
carrier to offer a mass-market 5G 
service for smartphones in a glob¬ 
al race to provide faster download 
speeds and support for new appli¬ 
cations such as self-driving cars. 


Customers of Google Fi, the 
wireless service run by Google on 
Sprint’s network, will be able to 
connect to Sprint’s 5G capabihties 
as well. Combes said—though it is 
unclear when Google Fi customers 
will gain access to 5G smartphones 
that can take advantage of the new 
technology. For Sprint’s own cus¬ 
tomers, 5G service will launch on 
the LG V50 ThinQ 5G, LG’s first 
5G-capable smartphone. 

Wireless carriers are engaged 
in a fierce battle to win over con¬ 
sumers with the promise of 5G 
service. Verizon has vowed to de¬ 
ploy 5G to wireless customers in 
as many as 30 cities by the end of 
the year. 

Meanwhile, AT&T has targeted 
“at least 21 m^or cities” for its 


rollout, and T-Mobile has said it 
plans a nationwide network by 
2020 , starting with low-frequency 
airwaves that can travel farther 
than the high-frequency tech¬ 
nology being used by AT&T and 
Verizon. 

Pressure to be the “first” to 5G 
has resulted in a massive market¬ 
ing war. Last year, Verizon said it 
was the first to deliver a form of 
5G to consumers but only as a re¬ 
placement for in-home broadband. 
AT&T had also said it was switch¬ 
ing on its 5G wireless network in 
certain markets but only for select 
customers — and accessing the 
network required the use of a mo¬ 
bile hot spot. 

Meanwhile, Sprint sued AT&T 
this year for promoting “5G Evo¬ 


lution,” which Sprint said risked 
misleading consumers into think¬ 
ing 5G was truly available when 
AT&T’s network is, in fact, offer¬ 
ing an upgraded version of exist¬ 
ing 4G mobile data technology. 
AT&T this year began to replace 
the “LTE” icons on some smart¬ 
phones with a “5G E” icon, saying 
it showed how AT&T was on the 
path toward 5G. 

T-Mobile and Sprint have made 
5G a central part of their argu¬ 
ment for a $26 billion merger, 
claiming that together the two 
companies will be able to build a 
better 5G network than they could 
individually. 

Sprint Executive Chairman 
Marcelo Claure told Congress re¬ 
cently that without a merger, his 


SEC wants Tesla’s Musk held in contempt for tweeting 


By Michael Liedtke 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO—Tesla CEO 
Elon Musk’s tweeting habits have 
triggered another legal challenge 
from stock market regulators wor¬ 
ried about him using his Twitter 
account to mislead investors. 

The latest dust-up emerged late 
Monday when the Securities and 
Exchange Commission asked a 
federal court in New York to hold 
Musk in contempt for violating 
a $40 million settlement he be¬ 
grudgingly reached with the U.S. 
stock market’s chief regulatory 
agency five months ago. 

Allegations that Musk broke the 
agreement by tweeting without 
company approval could renew a 
debate about whether he has be¬ 
come too reckless to continue as 
Tesla’s CEO. That cloud has been 
hanging over Tesla, even though 


many analysts still consider 
Musk’s vision to be an indispens¬ 
able part of the electric carmaker 
he co-founded in 2003. 

Contempt charges are typical¬ 
ly brought 
against indi¬ 
viduals who 
defy a court 
order. The 
SEC settle¬ 
ment was 
approved by 
a judge last 
fall, expos¬ 
ing Musk 
to potential 
Musk fines or even 

jail time if he 
is found to be in contempt. 

“He is looking like a repeat of¬ 
fender and a bad actor,” said Carl 
Tobias, a law professor at the Uni¬ 
versity of Richmond. “The SEC 
is taking action because it has a 
responsibility to protect the inter¬ 


ests of consumers, investors and 
the public.” 

Letters from the company’s at¬ 
torneys included in Monday’s fil¬ 
ing argue that Musk remains in 
compliance with the settlement. 

The SEC had sued Musk last 
September for using his Twitter 
account in August to announce 
he had secured financing for a 
potential buyout of Tesla — news 
that caused the company’s stock to 
swing wildly. He later backed off 
that buyout idea, but regulators 
concluded he never had lined up 
the money to pull off the deal that 
probably would have required at 
least $25 billion. 

Musk initially contended that he 
hadn’t done anything wrong be¬ 
fore reluctantly agreeing to have 
future tweets that could affect 
Tesla’s stock be preapproved. 

Now, the SEC is alleging that 
Musk broke the terms of that 
agreement with a Feb. 19 tweet 



projecting that Tesla would make 
about 500,000 cars this year. 

About 4y2 hours after that tweet. 
Musk corrected his statement, 
saying he meant that Tesla had 
started to manufacture cars at a 
weekly clip that would translate 
into 500,000 cars during a year¬ 
long period, but not necessarily 
for calendar 2019. 
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company could be forced to bor¬ 
row money to build out its 5G net¬ 
work, adding costs that would be 
passed to customers. 

But opponents of the merger say 
the deal would ultimately give the 
combined company greater power 
to raise prices anyway, despite a 
three-year moratorium on price 
increases T-Mobile has offered 
regulators to sweeten the deal. 

The Justice Department and the 
Federal Communications Com¬ 
mission are considering whether 
to approve the merger. 
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check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.40 

3-month bill.2.40 

30-year bond.3.03 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

I PC port 

4 Roast VIPs 

7 — cheese 
dressing 

8 Some tides 

10 Coffee-break hr. 

II Mistakes in print 
13 Mitch Hedberg 

and Margaret 
Cho, for two 

16 Standard 

17 Cybercommerce 

18 To and — 

19 Greet 

20 “Roots” author 
Haley 

21 Racing shell 
23 Red-tag 

events 

25 Poker variety 
26$ dispensers 
271040 org. 

28 Mideast 
peninsula 
30 Mimic 
33 “Don’t slouch!” 

36 Spud 

37 Thin nails 

38 Brick worker 

39 Used car sites 


40 Med. plan option 

41 Away from WSW 

DOWN 

1 Of an arm bone 

2 Writer O’Casey 

3 Unfair treatment 

4 “Thank you, 
Henri” 

5 Yule tune 

6 Pesky email 

7 Alpha follower 

8 Himalayan land 

9 Repress 

10 Recipe abbr. 

12 Farm units 

14 Gas CO., for one 

15 Boston team. 


19 Paul Newman 
film 

20 Gore and 
Franken 

21 Vegas area 

22 Convention 

23 Luminary 

24 Good-natured 

25 Venus, to Serena 

26 Playwright 
Chekhov 

28 Tic 

29“Life — short...” 

30 Marble type 

31 Profs’ degrees 

32 UFO crew 
34 Hexagonal 

state 


for short 35 Press agent? 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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2-27 CRYPTOQUIP 


QP GFWGU PTBB QX CGQVS 


YGHDQFM EGHXGB CM CTSX 

CTVVM, YG WQSYE CG 

YHDQVS H CHB YHUG BHM. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: GUY EMPLOYED TO 
SORT OUT THE CONFUSING INFO GATHERED ON 
RECON MISSIONS: AN INTEL PROCESSOR. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals B 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corT 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 

Travel 1000 I 



SCAM 

FADS 

**Winter in Garmisch!** J 

Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 

N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 1 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, > 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 1 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

a 

target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 
advertisements. 

Be aware of the common 
red flags. 

Autos for Sale 
■Germany 142 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 

US SPEC Vehicles 

fads are: 

Free Europe-wide delivery 

H 

buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 

1 1 Free Classifieds! | 1 

(different breeds) for 

Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 

adoption. 

STARS AND STRIPES j 


Automotive 1^ 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


jTax Assistance_940 


^MR BLOCKS 

^1 

X help. 

Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemonstahrblock.comJ 

Read STARSIQISTRIPES. online at 

WWW. stripes 

.com 




Take the fuss out 
of packing up for 
your next PCS—sell 
everything with 
Stripes free classifieds! 


STARSI^STRIPES. 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


»es.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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VISIT ONE OF OUR 


COMMUNITY SITES TODAY! 


STARS- STRIPESQjtlNMA 
STARSiC'STRIPESJJjXVVM 


mi 


STARS'v‘5TRIPES. 






STARS'r<STRIPES 


STARSV^tSTRIPES. 


Stay connected and hey, welcome to the neighborhood. 


Welcome' ta^ tAo 
J/ei^iAdorAaoil. 


Use our community sites to connect and share during 
YOUR TIME overseas. 


With base information, travel tips, restaurant reviews 

AND EVEN THE SCORE OF YOUR SON'S HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL CAME, WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED. 


You rely on your 
military community 
when you're far from 
home. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Mexican Open 

Monday 

The Princess Mundo Imperial 
Acapulco, Mexico 
Surface; Hard-Outdoor 


First Round 

Steve Johnson (7), United States, def. 
Gerardo Lopez Villasenor, Mexico, 7-5, 
7-5. 

Peter Gojowczyk, Germany, def. Fed¬ 
erico Gaio, Italy, 5-7, 6-4, 6-2. 

John Millman (8), Australia, def. Mar¬ 
cel Granollers, Spain, 6-3, 6-4. 

Stan Wawrinka, Switzerland, def. Ryan 
Harrison, United States, 6-4, 7-6 (6). 

Frances Tiafoe (6), United States, def. 
Jordan Thompson, Australia, 3-6, 6-4, 6- 

3. 

Women 
First Round 

Monica Puig, Puerto Rico, def. Maria 
Sakkari (6), Greece, 7-5, 4-6, 6-0. 

Wang Yafan, China, def. Marie Bouz- 
kova, Czech Republic, 6-2, 6-2. 

Katie Boulter, Britain, def. Conny Per¬ 
rin, Switzerland, 6-4, 7-5. 

Beatriz Haddad Maia, Brazil, def. Irina 
Bara, Romania, 6-0, 6-2. 

Donna Vekic (3), Croatia, def. Misaki 
Doi, Japan, 6-0, 6-3. 

Doubles 

Men 

First Round 

Feliciano Lopez and Marc Lopez, 
Spain, def. Marcus Daniell, New Zealand, 
and Wesley Koolhof, Netherlands, 6-4, 6- 

Juan Sebastian Cabal and Robert Far- 
ah (3), Colombia, def. Nicolas Jarry, Chile, 
and Andreas SeppI, Italy, 7-6 (2), 6-3. 

Alexander and Mischa Zverev, Germa¬ 
ny, def. Nicholas Monroe, United States, 
and Miguel Angel Reyes-Varela, Mexico, 
6-3, 7-5. 

Women 
First Round 

Cornelia Lister, Sweden, and Renata 
Voracova, Czech Republic, def. Timea 
Babos and Reka-Luca Jani, Hungary, 7-5, 


College basketball 

1 

College baseball 

1 

Deals 


Johanna Konta, Britain, and Laura 
Siegemund, Germany, def. Daria Gavrilo¬ 
va and Astra Sharma, Australia, 6-4, 6-1. 

Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, and Zheng 
Saisal, China, def. Alexa Guarachi, Chile, 
and Sabrina Santamarla (4), United 

Laura Pigo’ssI, Brazil, and Wang Ya- pio^ida^i "Hofstr'a T 
fan, China, def. Marie Bouzkova, Czech norsira i. 

Republic, and Renata Zarazua, Mexico, 

6-4, 6-2. 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 24, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Gonzaga (44) 27-2 1,569 2 

2. Virginia (15) 24-2 1,513 3 

3. Duke (3) 24-3 1,502 1 

4. Kentucky (2) 23-4 1,418 4 

5. North Carolina 22-5 1,326 8 

6. Michigan St. 23-5 1,232 10 

7. Tennessee 24-3 1,190 5 

8. Houston 26-1 1,145 9 

9. Michigan 24-4 1,057 7 

10. Marquette 23-4 1,019 11 

11. Texas Tech 22-5 938 14 

12. Nevada 25-2 883 6 

13. LSU 22-5 836 13 

14. Purdue 20-7 820 15 

15. Kansas 20-7 580 12 

16. Kansas St 21-6 559 23 

17. Maryland 21-7 549 24 

18. Florida St. 21-6 501 16 

19. Wisconsin 19-8 466 22 

20. Virginia Tech 21-6 392 20 

21. Buffalo 24-3 288 25 

22. Iowa 21-6 278 21 

23. Cincinnati 23-4 263 - 

24. Wofford 24-4 112 - 

25. Washington 22-5 92 - 

Others receiving votes: Louisville 90, 

Villanova 63, Iowa St. 58, Mississippi St. 
28, Auburn 16, Baylor 10, VCU 4, Old Do¬ 
minion 2, New Mexico St. 1. 

USA Today Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
men’s college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 24, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Gonzaga (26) 27-2 792 2 

2. Duke 24-3 733 1 

2. Virginia (2) 24-2 733 3 

4. Kentucky (4) 23-4 726 4 

5. North Carolina 22-5 657 9 

6. Houston 26-1 600 8 

7. Tennessee 24-3 586 5 

8. Michigan State 23-5 582 11 

9. Marquette 23-4 526 10 

10. Michigan 24-4 498 7 

11. Texas Tech 22-5 454 14 

12. Purdue 20-7 445 13 

13. Nevada 25-2 425 6 

14. LSU 22-5 382 15 

15. Kansas State 21-6 291 21 

16. Kansas 20-7 269 12 

17. Florida State 21-6 266 17 

18. Wisconsin 19-8 223 23 

19. Virginia Tech 21-6 206 18 

20. Maryland 21-7 204 25 

21. Iowa 21-6 189 19 

22. Cincinnati 23-4 173 25 

23. Buffalo 24-3 138 24 

24. Louisville 18-10 71 22 

25. Wofford 24-4 50 - 

25. Washington 22-5 50 - 

Others receiving votes: Iowa State 49, 
Villanova 40, Mississippi State 18, Baylor 
7, Auburn 6, Furman 5, Arizona State 4, 


Monday’s men’s scores 


Brazil Open 


Monday 
Ginasio do Ibirapuera 
Sao Paulo 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

Singles 
First Round 

Christian Garin, Chile, def. Pedro Sou¬ 
sa, Portugal, 7-6 (3), 6-2. 

Roberto Carballes Baena, Spain, def. 
Maxi Marterer, Germany, 3-6, 6-1, 6-2. 

Marco Trungelliti, Argentina, def. Taro 
Daniel (8), Japan, 6-4, 5-7, 10-5. 

Lorenzo Sonego, Italy, def. Federico 
Delbonis, Argentina, 6-4, 6-4. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Luke Bambridge and Jonny O’Mara 
(4), Britain, def. Hugo Dellien, Bolivia, 
and Guido Pella, Argentina, 6-4, 7-5. 

Sander Gille and Joran Vliegen, Bel¬ 
gium, def. Guillermo Duran and Juan Ig¬ 
nacio Londero, Argentina, 6-4, 5-7,10-5. 

Dubai Championship 

Monday 

At Dubai Tennis Stadium 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Purse: $2.74 million (ATP500) 
Surface; Hard-Outdoor 

Singles 
First Round 

Fernando Verdasco, Spain, def. Thom¬ 
as Fabbiano, Italy, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2. 

Marton Fucsovics, Hungary, def. 
Damir Dzumhur, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 6- 
1, 7-6 (5). 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. Mi¬ 
los Raonic (7), Canada, 6-4, 5-7, 6-4. 

Nikoioz Basilashvili, Georgia, def. Kar¬ 
en Khachanov (4), Russia, 6-4, 6-1. 

Roger Federer (2), Switzerland, def. 
Philipp Kohlschreiber, Germany, 6-4, 3-6, 
6 - 1 . 

Roberto Bautista Agut, Spain, def. 
Ramkumar Ramanathan, India, 6-4, 6-3. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Leander Paes, India, and Benoit Paire, 
France, def. Rohan Bopanna and Divij 
Sharan, India, 6-2, 7-6 (2). 

Nikoioz Basilashvili, Georgia, and Mat¬ 
thew Ebden, Australia, def. Raven Klaas- 
en. South Africa, and Michael Venus (2), 
New Zealand, 7-6 (4), 3-6, 10-3. 


EAST 

Nyack 92, Chestnut Hill 67 

SOUTH 

Alabama St. 60, Southern U. 57 
Alcorn St. 61, Alabama A&M 55 


Pro football 


AAF 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pet PF PA 

Orlando 3 0 0 1.000 98 52 

Birmingham 3 0 0 1.000 66 21 

Memphis 0 3 0 .000 35 67 

Atlanta 0 3 0 .000 30 92 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pet PF PA 
San Diego 2 1 0 .667 61 38 

Arizona 2 1 0 .667 73 63 

San Antonio 1 2 0 .333 55 74 

Salt Lake 1 2 0 .333 54 65 

Saturday’s games 
Salt Lake 23, Arizona 15 
Orlando 21, Memphis 17 
Sunday’s games 
Birmingham 28, Atlanta 12 
San Diego 31, San Antonio 11 
Saturday, March 2 
San Diego at Memphis 
Orlando at Salt Lake 

Sunday, March 3 


World rankings 

Through Feb. 24 

1. Justin Rose ENG 9.87 

2. Dustin Johnson USA 9.87 

3. Justin Thomas USA 8.69 

4. Brooks Koepka USA 8.67 

5. Bryson DeChambeau USA 7.64 

5. Rory Mcliroy NIR 6.68 

7 . Xander Schauffele USA 6.31 

3. Jon Rahm ESP 6.12 

3. Rickie Fowler USA 5.89 

0. Francesco Molinari ITA 5.58 

1. Jason Day AUS 5.40 

2. Tiger Woods USA 5.25 


Florida St. 68, Notre D- 

Howard 75, Morgan St. 69 
Johnson C. Smith 77, Chowan 74, OT 
Lipscomb 81, NJIT77 
NC A&T 63, Savannah St. 58 
NC Central 72, SC State 62 
MIDWEST 

Iowa St. 78, Oklahoma 61 
Kansas 64, Kansas St. 49 

SOUTHWEST 

Prairie View 48, Ark.-Pine Bluff 44 
Texas Southern 92, MVSU 80 

FAR WEST 

N. Colorado 74, Montana 72 

AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Feb. 24, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Baylor (28) 25-1 700 1 

2. UConn 25-2 663 3 

3. Louisville 25-2 639 4 

4. Notre Dame 25-3 625 5 

5. Mississippi St. 25-2 576 6 

6. Oregon 25-3 559 2 

7. Stanford 23-4 506 7 

8. Maryland 24-3 489 8 

9. Oregon St. 23-5 486 12 

10. NC State 24-3 454 9 

11. Kentucky 23-5 368 16 

12. Iowa 21-6 367 10 

13. Marquette 23-5 356 11 

14. South Carolina 20-7 346 13 

15. Miami 23-6 320 14 

16. Gonzaga 25-3 308 15 

17. Syracuse 20-6 258 18 

18. Texas 21-6 241 19 

19. Texas A&M 20-6 179 21 

20. Iowa St. 20-7 173 20 

21. Arizona St. 18-8 106 17 

22. Florida St. 21-6 97 22 

23. Drake 21-5 78 24 

24. Rice 23-3 67 25 

25. UCLA 17-11 40 - 

Others receiving votes: South Dakota 

23, South Dakota St. 22, DePaul 8, BYU 8, 
West Virginia 7, UCF 6, Kansas St 5, Clem- 
son 4, Minnesota 4, Florida Gulf Coast 4, 
Rutgers 3, Missouri 2, Cent Michigan 2, 
Miami (Ohio) 1. 

Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Bryant 84, Wagner 69 
Mount St. Mary’s 61, CCSU 44 
Notre Dame 98, Syracuse 68 
Robert Morris 71, LIU Brooklyn 54 
Rutgers 73, Wisconsin 53 
Sacred Heart 82, Fairleigh Dickinson 63 
St. Francis (Pa.) 86, St. Francis Brook¬ 
lyn 84 

SOUTH 

Alabama A&M 51, Alcorn St. 50 
Coppin St. 85, Delaware St. 59 
Howard 74, Morgan St. 62 
NC A&T 73, Savannah St. 69 
SC State 72, NC Central 60 
Southern U. 62, Alabama St. 52 
Texas A&M 80, Florida 62 
MIDWEST 

Culver-Stockton 72, Grand View 63 
Iowa 74, Nebraska 58 
Maryland 58, Purdue 55 
SOUTHWEST 
Baylor 64, Texas 35 
Oklahoma 75, Oklahoma St. 66 
Prairie View 79, Ark.-Pine Bluff 46 
Texas Southern 73, MVSU 45 
FAR WEST 

N. Colorado 79, Montana 61 


Pro baseball 


Collegiate Baseball poll 

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Collegiate Base¬ 
ball poll, records through Feb. 24, total 
points and last week’s ranking. Voting 
IS done by coaches, sports writers and 
sports information directors: 

Record Pts Prv 


1. LSU 

2. Vanderbilt 

3. UCLA 

4. Texas Tech 

5. Oregon State 

6. North Carolina 

7. Florida State 

8. Stanford 

9. Georgia 

10. N.C. State 

11. Coastal Carolina 

12. Louisville 

13. Florida 

14. Baylor 

15. Clemson 

16. Mississippi State 

17. Mississippi 

18. Texas 

19. TCU 

20. Cal State Fullerton 

21. Duke 

22. Arkansas 

23. Texas A&M 

24. Arizona State 

25. Michigan 

26. Illinois 

27. Sam Houston State 

28. Oklahoma State 

29. Auburn 

30. South Carolina 


7-0 494 

5- 1 492 

6- 1 490 
5-1 4— 


8-0 485 7 

7-0 484 8 

7-0 482 9 

6-1 480 5 

6- 0 475 11 

7- 0 472 22 

7-1 471 10 

5-2 468 12 

5- 3 466 6 

7-0 464 21 

6- 1 462 15 

6-1 460 25 

4- 2 458 13 

6- 2 457 14 

5- 2 455 16 

4- 2 453 17 

6- 1 451 20 

5- 1 448 23 

7- 1 445 28 

7- 0 442 - 

6- 0 440 - 

6-0 438 - 

5-1 435 - 

5- 2 433 18 

6- 2 431 26 

6-1 429 - 


Spring training 

Monday’s games 

Miami 5, Tampa Bay 2 

Pittsburgh 4, Boston 3 

Atlanta 9, Washington 4 

Minnesota 7, Baltimore 1 

N.Y. Yankees 3, Toronto 0 

N.Y. Mets 3, Houston 3 

Philadelphia 12, Detroit (ss) 7 

Detroit 3, St. Louis 3 

Colorado 12, Kansas City 5 

Texas 11, Cleveland 5 

Chicago White Sox 4, San Francisco 4 

L.A. Dodgers 11, Chicago Cubs (ss) 2 

Chicago Cubs 6, San Diego 4 

Arizona 4, Oakland 3 

L.A. Angels 4, Milwaukee 3 

Seattle 11, Cincinnati 3 

Tuesday’s games 
Houston vs. Miami at Jupiter, Fla. 

St. Louis vs. Washington at West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Tampa Bay vs. Baltimore at Sarasota, 
.a. 

N.Y. Mets (ss) vs. Atlanta at Kissim- 
nee, Fla. 

Pittsburgh vs. Minnesota at Fort My- 
!rs, Fla. 

Philadelphia vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tam- 

Boston vs. Toronto at Dunedin, Fla. 
Detroit vs. N.Y. Mets (ss) at Port St. 
Lucie, Fla. 

San Francisco vs. Cincinnati at Good¬ 
year, Ariz. 

L.A. Dodgers vs. Kansas City (ss) at 
Surprise, Ariz. 

Arizona vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa, 

Kansas City (ss) vs. Chicago White 
Sox at Glendale, Ariz. 

San Diego vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix 
L.A. Angels vs. Oakland at Mesa, Ariz. 
Cleveland vs. Colorado at Scottsdale, 
Ariz. 

Texas vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz. 


Monday’s scores 

EAST 

Jefferson at West Chester, 2, ppd. 
Penn State 4, Fairfield 2 
Penn St.-Harrisburg 12-7, E.MennonIte 
11-7,1st game 17 innings: 2nd game 8 in¬ 
nings tie 

slippery Rock 1-5, Shippensburg 0-15 
St. John Fisher 19, Johns Hopkins 13, 
2nd game ccd. 

SOUTH 

Air Force 3, East Carolina 2 
Ala.-Huntsville 3-3, Shorter 2-1, 1st 
game 11 innings 

Blue Mountain 6, LSU Shreveport 5,10 
innings 

Brescia 7, Spring Arbor 6, 8 innings 
Canisius 10, Charlotte 5 
Chowan 10-6, King (Tenn.) 1-3 
E. Illinois 8, W. Kentucky 1 
Emmanuel (Ga.) 4-9, S. Wesleyan 0-2 
Erskine 5-7, Belmont Abbey 4-14 
Furman 7, Gardner-Webb 2 
Georgetown (Ky.) 3, Marian (Ind.) 2 
Georgia Gwinnett 4, Northwestern Ohio 3 
LaGrange 7-6, N.C. Wesleyan 5-3 
Louislana-Monroe 4, SlU Edwardsville 1 
LSU-Alexandrla 10, Doane 7 
Mars Hill 12-2, Coker 7-3 
Miami (Ohio) 10, Murray St. 3 
Point Park 4, Judson 2 
Richmond 8, Bowling Green 6 
Siena 8, Stetson 7 
Union (Ky.) 7, Bethel (Ind.) 6 
Virginia Tech 2, UNC Greensboro 1 
Warner 14, Point Park 2 
Wabash 7-2, Rhodes 3-4 
Wake Forest 13, Elon 7 
MIDWEST 

Avila 10, Ottawa (Kan.) 0 
Benedictine (Kan.) 7-16, St. Ambrose 0-3 
Indiana Southeast 5, William Penn 4, 
9 innings 

Missouri Western 11-20, Fort Hays St. 1-3 
Mount Marty 6-2, Presentation 0-3 
St. Mary’s (Minn.) 5-10, Milwaukee En¬ 
gineering 3-2 

Sterling 7, Southwestern (Kan.) 2 
Transylvania 2-3, Webster 1-4, 1st 
game 14 innings 

SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas St. 4, Valparaiso 1 
Columbia (Mo.) 2-7, Central Baptist 1-2 
Evansville 10, Little Rock 5 
Illinois St. 6, Cent. Arkansas 3 
Lyon 8, William Woods 6 
Science & Arts 16, Doane 0 
Texas A&M-CC 3, Ohio St. 2 
Wiley 20, Tougaloo 9, 7 innings 
FAR WEST 

Benedictine Mesa 5, Providence Chris- 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I poii 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams In 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Feb. 24 and pre¬ 
vious ranking: 


1. St. Cloud State (49) 

2. UMass (1) 

3. Minnesota Duluth 

4. Minnesota State 

5. Ouinnipiac 

6. Denver 

7. Ohio State 

8. Providence 

9. Northeastern 

10. Western Michigan 

11. Cornell 

12. Arizona State 

13. Clarkson 

14. UMass Lowell 

15. Bowling Green 

16. Harvard 

17. Notre Dame 

18. Penn State 

19. Lake Superior 

20. North Dakota 


Record Pts Pvs 

23- 4-3 999 1 

24- 7-0 944 2 

19-9-2 870 3 

25- 7-2 849 4 

23-7-2 781 5 

17-8-4 731 7 

19-8-5 690 6 

19- 9-5 626 10 

21-9-1 562 12 

18-11-1 527 8 

16-8-3 502 9 

21-10-1 482 11 

21-10-1 429 13 

18-10-3 350 14 

20- 8-5 312 15 

16-8-3 294 17 

17- 12-3 197 16 

18- 12-2 116 19 

20-10-2 87 18 

15-14-2 “ 


Others receiving votes: American In¬ 
ternational 21, Minnesota 14, Northern 
Michigan 8, Union 8, Bemidj'i State 5, 
Maine 5, Brown 2, Michigan 2, Bentley 1. 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Agreed to 
terms with RHPs Conner Greene and 
Jorge Lopez and INF Adalberto Mondesi 
on one-year contracts. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Designated OF 
Zack Granite for assignment. Signed 
INF/OF Marwin Gonzalez to a two-year 
contract. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Signed OF Aar¬ 
on Hicks to a seven-year contract. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Signed 
RHP Damien Magnifico to a minor league 
contract. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Agreed to 
terms with manager Bud Black on a 
three-year contract extension. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CAROLINA PANTHERS - Released CB 
Captain Munnerlyn. Signed RB Elijah 
Hood to a one-year contract. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Waived WR 
Daniel Williams. Re-signed OL Greg Rob- 

LOS ANGELES RAMS - Named Wes 
Phillips tight ends coach, Zac Robinson 
assistant quarterbacks coach and Eric 
Henderson defensive line coach. 

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES - Named Mike 
Bartrum assistant tight ends coach, 
Matthew Harper assistant wide receiv¬ 
ers coach, Roy Istvan assistant offensive 
line coach, T.J. Paganetti assistant run¬ 
ning backs coach, Luke Thompson as¬ 
sistant special teams coach. Matt Burke 
defensive special assistant, G.J. Kinne of¬ 
fensive special projects, Joe Pannunzio 
director of team development, Andrew 
Berry vice president/football opera¬ 
tions and Jeremiah Washburn advanced 
projects coordinator. Promoted Phillip 
Daniels to defensive line coach, Carson 
Walch to wide receivers coach, Greg 
Delimitros to vice president/equipment 
operations, Patrick Dolan to vice presi¬ 
dent/football technology and Jon Ferrari 
vice president/football operations and 
compliance. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NHL - Fined Winnipeg D Ben Chiarot 
$3,763 for cross-checking Arizona F Nick 
Cousins during Arizona’s 4-1 victory on 
Sunday night. 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Traded D Michael 
Del Zotto to St. Louis for a 2019 sixth- 
round draft pick. 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Recalled C 
Christian Dvorak from Tucson (AHL). 
Traded C Jordan Weal to Montreal for C 
Michael Chaput. 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Activated 
G Corey Crawford from injured reserve. 
Assigned G Collin Delia to Rockford 
(AHL). Recalled F Matt lacopelli from 
Indy (ECHL) to Rockford. 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Traded RW 
Gustav Nyquist to San Jose for a 2019 
second-round draft pick and a condi¬ 
tional 2020 third-round pick. Assigned G 
Harri Sateri to Grand Rapids (AHL) and G 
Kaden Fulcher from Grand Rapids (AHL) 
to Toledo (ECHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Traded D Oscar 
Fantenberg to Calgary for a conditional 
2020 fourth-round draft pick. Recalled 
F Spencer Watson from Manchester 
(ECHL) to Ontario (AHL). 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Acquired F 
Mikael Granlund from Minnesota for F 
Kevin Fiala and F Wayne Simmonds from 
Philadelphia for F Ryan Hartman and 
a conditional 2020 fourth-round draft 
pick. Placed D Dan Hamhuis on injured 
reserve. Recalled D Matt Donovan from 
Milwaukee (AHL). 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Traded G 
Keith Kincaid to Columbus for a 2022 
fifth-round draft pick. Traded F Marcus 
Johansson to Boston for a 2019 second- 
round draft pick and a 2020 fourth-round 
pick. Recalled G Mackenzie Blackwood 
and D Egor Yakovlev from Binghamton 
(AHL) and G Evan Cormier from Adiron¬ 
dack (ECHL) to Binghamton. 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Traded C 
Kevin Hayes to Winnipeg for F Brendan 
Lemieux, a 2019 first-round draft pick 
and an undisclosed conditional pick. 
Traded D Adam McQuaid to Columbus 
for D Julius Bergman and 2019 fourth- 
and seventh-round draft picks. Agreed 
to terms with Fs Boo Nieves and Steven 
Fogarty on one-year contracts. 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS - Acquired 
Chris Wideman from Florida for C Jean- 
Sebastian Dea and Erik Gudbranson from 
Vancouver for F Tanner Pearson . 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Assigned Fs Sam¬ 
my Blais and Jordan Kyrou and D Chris 
Butler to San Antonio (AHL). 

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS - Acquired 
F Mark Stone from Ottawa for D Erik 
Brannstrom, F Oscar Lindberg and a 2020 
second-round draft pick. 

SOCCER 

Major League Revolution 

COLORADO RAPIDS - Signed D Kofi 
Opare to a one-year contract. 

LOS ANGELES FC - Signed D Niko Ha- 
malainen on six-month loan from Queens 
Park Rangers (Champlonship-England). 

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION - Signed 
M DeJuan Jones. 

COLLEGE 

MID-EASTERN ATHLETIC CONFER¬ 
ENCE — Suspended Bethune-Cookman 
baseball players Carlos Lequerica, Isaak 
Gutierrez, Seth Lovell and Jordan Delucia 
four games. 

SYRACUSE - Named Nicky Adams 
women’s soccer coach. 

TE)(AS — Suspended men’s basketball 
G Kerwin Roach II indefinitely. 

■■ ■■ ■' ■ - ■ ■ winning direc- 


UTSA — Named Ashley Winning d 
of the Roadrunner Athletic Fund. 
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Eric Christian Smith/AP 

Rockets guard James Harden, right, drives past Hawks guard Kent 
Bazemore during the first half Monday in Houston. 

Roundup 


Hawks put end to 
Harden's streak 


Associated Press 

HOUSTON — James Harden 
isn’t exactly lamenting the end of 
his impressive scoring run. 

Harden had 28 points, snapping 
his 32-game streak with at least 
30 while the Houston Rockets 
beat the Atlanta Hawks 119-111 
on Monday night. 

He’s glad it’s over, too — espe¬ 
cially since he had no expectation 
of matching Wilt Chamberlain’s 
65-game streak, the longest in 
NBA history. Harden’s stretch 
with 30 or more points ranks 
second. 

“Yeah, I am. It was cool but I 
knew I wasn’t going to get to No. 
1,” Harden said before walking 
away chuckling. 

Houston overcame a scor¬ 
ing outburst from Hawks rookie 
Trae Young, who set career highs 
with eight three-pointers and 36 
points. 

Harden returned after missing 
Saturday’s win over Golden State 
with a neck injury and missed all 
10 three-pointers he attempted. 

“This was the first time I was 
able to move it since a few days,” 
he said. “So it kind of felt good to 
go out there and just move it and 
run around. I hadn’t really done 
any movement or working out. 
I’ve been in bed, really.” 

He got to 28 points with 23.3 
seconds left and had the ball on 
Houston’s last possession but did 
not attempt a shot from half court 
with the game in hand. When 
asked if the injury affected his 
shot he said: “I don’t care. Made 
shots, missed shots, we won the 
game.” 

Harden last came up short of 
30 points in a Dec. 11 win over 
Portland, when he had 29. During 
the streak, he scored 50 or more 
points four times. 

Suns 124, Heat 121: Devin 
Booker scored 20 points to lead 
six of his teammates in double 
figures, and visiting Phoenix 
snapped a club-record 17-game 
losing streak. 


Warriors 121, Hornets 110: 

Klay Thompson scored 26 points, 
DeMarcus Cousins had 24 points 
and 11 rebounds, and visiting 
Golden State dealt Charlotte its 
second straight loss. 

Nets 101, Spurs 85: D’Angelo 
Russell had 23 points, eight as¬ 
sists and seven rebounds, and 
host Brooklyn forced San Antonio 
into perhaps its worst offensive 
performance of the season. 

Pistons 113, Pacers 109: 
Andre Drummond had 26 points 
and 16 rebounds, Blake Griffin 
had a triple-double and resurgent 
host Detroit won for the seventh 
time in eight games. 

Trail Blazers 123, Cavaliers 
110: CJ McCollum scored 35 
points and visiting Portland hung 
on after nearly squandering a 23- 
point halftime lead. 

Bucks 117, Bulls 106: Khris 
Middleton and Malcolm Brogdon 
scored 22 points apiece, and 
NBA-leading Milwaukee beat 
host Chicago with All-Star Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo sidelined 
with a sore right knee. 

Grizzlies 110, Lakers 105: 
Mike Conley had 30 points, in¬ 
cluding key free throws in the 
final minute, Jonas Valanciunas 
finished with 20 points and 13 
rebounds, and host Memphis 
put another dent in Los Angeles’ 
playoff hopes. 

Timberwolves 112, Kings 
105: Karl-Anthony Towns had 
34 points and 21 rebounds in his 
return from the concussion pro¬ 
tocol, helping host Minnesota 
hold off Sacramento. 

76ers 111, Pelicans 110: To¬ 
bias Harris scored 29 points, Ben 
Simmons had 14 points and 12 as¬ 
sists, and Philadelphia narrowly 
held off host New Orleans. 

Clippers 121, Mavericks 112: 
Montrezl Harrell scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 32 points, Lou Williams 
added 21 and host Los Angeles 
defeated Dallas to move into the 
seventh spot in the Western Con¬ 
ference playoff picture. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 44 17 .721 - 

Philadelphia 39 22 .639 5 

Boston 37 23 .617 6'/2 

Brooklyn 32 30 .516 12'/2 

New York 12 48 .200 31'/2 

Southeast Division 

Charlotte 28 32 .467 - 

Orlando 28 33 .459 Vi 

Miami 26 33 .441 l'/2 

Washington 24 36 .400 4 

Atlanta 20 41 .328 8'/2 

Centrai Division 

Milwaukee 46 14 .767 - 

Indiana 40 21 .656 6'/2 

Detroit 29 30 .492 16'/2 

Chicago 16 45 .262 30'/2 

Cleveland 14 47 .230 32'/2 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 35 25 .583 - 

San Antonio 33 29 .532 3 

New Orleans 27 35 .435 9 

Dallas 26 34 .433 9 

Memphis 24 38 .387 12 

Northwest Division 

Denver 41 18 .695 - 

Oklahoma City 38 21 .644 3 

Portland 37 23 .617 4'/2 

Utah 33 26 .559 8 

Minnesota 29 31 .483 12'/2 

Paeifie Division 

Golden State 43 17 .717 - 

L.A. Clippers 34 28 .548 10 

Sacramento 31 29 .517 12 

L.A. Lakers 29 31 .483 14 

Phoenix 12 50 .194 32 

Monday’s games 
Detroit 113, Indiana 109 
Golden State 121, Charlotte 110 
Portland 123, Cleveland 110 
Brooklyn 101, San Antonio 85 
Phoenix 124, Miami 121 
Houston 119, Atlanta 111 
Memphis 110, L.A. Lakers 105 
Milwaukee 117, Chicago 106 
Minnesota 112, Sacramento 105 
Philadelphia 111, New Orleans 110 
L.A. Clippers 121, Dallas 112 
Tuesday’s games 
Orlando at New York 
Boston at Toronto 
Oklahoma City at Denver 

Wednesday’s games 
Houston at Charlotte 
Golden State at Miami 
Minnesota at Atlanta 
Washington at Brooklyn 
Chicago at Memphis 
Portland at Boston 
Detroit at San Antonio 
Indiana at Dallas 
L.A. Clippers at Utah 
Milwaukee at Sacramento 
New Orleans at L.A. Lakers 
Thursday’s games 
Golden State at Orlando 
Minnesota at Indiana 
Cleveland at New York 
Miami at Houston 
Philadelphia at Oklahoma City 
Utah at Denver 

Monday 

Clippers 121, Mavericks 112 

DALLAS - Finney-Smith 2-9 0-0 4, 
Nowitzki 3-10 4-4 12, Powell 10-11 2-2 24, 
Doncic 7-12 10-12 28, Hardaway Jr. 7-16 

2-2 20, Jackson 0-0 0-0 0, Kleber 4-6 0-0 
10, Mejri 0-0 0-0 0, Burke 0-3 0-0 0, Harris 

1- 2 4-5 6, Brunson 3-7 2-2 8. Totals 37-76 
24-27 112. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Shamet 2-9 0-0 6, 
Gallinari 7-13 2-2 20, Zubac 3-5 1-1 7, Gil- 
geous-Alexander 0-4 0-0 0, Beverley 5-13 

2- 4 17, Harrell 14-17 4-5 32, Green 4-9 0- 
0 11, Temple 2-4 0-0 4, Wallace 1-3 0-0 3, 
Williams 7-23 5-6 21, Thornwell 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 45-100 14-18 121. 

Dallas 22 35 31 24-112 

L.A. Clippers 29 34 28 30-121 

Three-point goals—Dallas 14-36 (Don¬ 
cic 4-6, Hardaway Jr. 4-11, Powell 2-2, 
Kleber 2-3, Nowitzki 2-7, Burke 0-1, Harris 
0-1, Brunson 0-2, Finney-Smith 0-3), L.A. 
17-45 (Beverley 5-11, Gallinari 4-7, Green 

3- 6, Shamet 2-7, Williams 2-8, Wallace 1-1, 
Temple 0-2, Gilgeous-Alexander 0-3). Re¬ 
bounds—Dallas 45 (Doncic, Finney-Smith 

10), L.A. 40 (Zubac, Beverley, Green 8). As- 
sists-Dallas 28 (Doncic 10), L.A. 33 (Wil¬ 
liams 10). Total Fouls-Dallas 20, L.A. 22. 
Technicals—L.A. coach Clippers (Defen¬ 
sive three second). A-19,068 (18,997). 

Grizziies 110, Lakers 105 

L.A. LAKERS - James 8-23 8-10 24, Kuz¬ 
ma 9-15 2-4 22, McGee 3-8 0-0 6, Bullock 5- 
11 0-0 14, Ingram 12-18 5-6 32, Muscala 1-4 
0-0 3, Chandler 0-0 0-0 0, Rondo 1-6 0-0 2, 
Caldwell-Pope 1-2 0-0 2, Hart 0-2 0-0 0, Ste¬ 
phenson 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 40-89 15-20 105. 
MEMPHIS - Holiday 3-11 0-0 6, Rabb 

3- 4 0-0 6, Valanciunas 8-15 4-5 20, Conley 

10-17 7-8 30, Bradley 5-14 2-2 15, Cabocio 

2-5 0-0 5, Washburn 0-0 0-0 0, Parsons 2- 
10 0-0 5, Noah 5-8 4-6 14, Wright 3-9 2-2 9. 
Totals 41-93 19-23 110. 

L.A. Lakers 31 25 25 24-105 

Memphis 34 27 26 23-110 

Three-point goals—L.A. 10-27 (Bullock 

4- 9, Ingram 3-3, Kuzma 2-5, Muscala 1-4, 
Caldwell-Pope 0-1, Hart 0-1, James 0-4), 
Memphis 9-36 (Conley 3-6, Bradley 3-8, 
Cabocio 1-4, Wright 1-4, Parsons 1-7, Va¬ 
lanciunas 0-1, Holiday 0-6). Rebounds— 
L.A. 46 (James 12), Memphis 57 (Valan¬ 
ciunas 13). Assists—L.A. 25 (James 11), 
Memphis 20 (Conley 5). Total Fouls—L.A. 
28, Memphis 21. A-17,794 (18,119). 


Timberwolves 112, Kings 105 

SACRAMENTO - Barnes 0-4 2-4 2, 
Bagley III 9-14 6-6 25, Cauley-Stein 2-4 0-0 
4, Fox 8-24 5-7 23, Hield 7-16 1-2 18, Brew¬ 
er 3-8 5-6 12, Giles III 4-7 0-0 8, Bjelica 1-2 
0-0 3, Koufos 0-0 0-0 0, Ferrell 0-3 2-2 2, 
Bogdanovic 3-13 0-0 7, Burks 0-0 1-2 1. To¬ 
tals 37-95 22-29 105. 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 3-10 1-2 8, 
Saric 3-5 0-0 7, Towns 13-18 5-7 34, Jones 

6- 10 3-4 16, Okogie 1-4 4-4 6, Deng 4-8 0-0 
9, Tolliver 1-4 2-4 4, Gibson 3-4 2-2 8, Rose 
8-17 3-5 20, Bayless 0-3 0-0 0. Totals 42-83 
20-28 112. 

Sacramento 30 23 27 25-105 

Minnesota 19 44 30 19-112 

Three-point goals—Sacramento 9-26 
(Hield 3-6, Fox 2-5, Bagley III 1-1, Bjelica 

1-2, Brewer 1-4, Bogdanovic 1-6, Barnes 
0-2), Minnesota 8-31 (Towns 3-6, Deng 1- 
2, Rose 1-3, Saric 1-3, Jones 1-4, Wiggins 

1- 7, Bayless 0-1, Okogie 0-2, Tolliver 0-3). 
Rebounds—Sacramento 44 (Bagley III 

11), Minnesota 49 (Towns 21). Assists— 
Sacramento 20 (Bogdanovic 6), Minneso¬ 
ta 23 (Jones 8). Total Fouls—Sacramento 
27, Minnesota 28. Technicals—Hield. A— 
13,691 (19,356). 

76ers 111, Pelicans 110 

PHILADELPHIA - Butler 5-16 1-2 11, 
Harris 10-16 7-8 29, Bolden 4-9 0-0 9, 
B.Simmons 7-16 0-0 14, Redick 5-16 3-5 
16, Scott 4-9 0-0 12, Marjanovic 6-8 0-0 12, 
McConnell 2-5 0-0 4, J.Simmons 1-6 2-4 4. 
Totals 44-101 13-19 111. 

NEW ORLEANS - Wi I Mams 2-6 0-0 4, Da¬ 
vis 8-14 2-4 18, Randle 6-18 7-9 19, Payton 

5-13 0-0 10, Holiday 7-16 6-7 22, S.Johnson 

2- 4 0-0 5, Diallo 4-4 0-0 8, Okafor 2-5 2-4 6, 
Moore 4-12 0-0 9, Jackson 2-8 0-0 4, Clark 

2- 4 0-0 5. Totals 44-104 17-24 110. 

Philadelphia 31 34 28 18-111 

NewOrieans 24 28 31 27-110 

Three-point goals—Philadelphia 10-31 
(Scott 4-5, Redick 3-9, Harris 2-8, Bolden 

1-5, B.Simmons 0-1, J.Simmons 0-1, But¬ 
ler 0-2), New Orleans 5-28 (Holiday 2- 
8, S.Johnson 1-1, Clark 1-3, Moore 1-7, 
Jackson 0-1, Randle 0-1, Williams 0-3, 
Payton 0-4). Rebounds—Philadelphia 58 
(B.Simmons 12), New Orleans 54 (Randle 
14). Assists—Philadelphia 23 (Butler 7), 
New Orleans 29 (Payton 14). Total Fouls— 
Philadelphia 19, New Orleans 19. Techni¬ 
cals—New Orleans coach Pelicans (De¬ 
fensive three second). A-17,194 (16,867). 

Rockets 119, Hawks 111 

ATLANTA - Huerter 2-4 2-2 7, Collins 

7- 10 5-7 20, Dedmon 4-9 1-2 9, Young 12-23 

4- 4 36, Bazemore 4-10 3-4 13, Bembry 2-4 
1-4 5, Spellman 2-7 0-0 4, Len 1-2 0-0 3, Ad¬ 
ams 2-4 0-0 6, Anderson 0-0 0-0 0, Carter 

3- 7 0-0 8. Totals 39-80 16-23 111. 

HOUSTON - Tucker 3-8 0-0 8, Faried 

5- 10 2-2 13, Capela 6-8 0-0 12, Paul 5-10 
7-7 20, Harden 7-21 14-16 28, Green 4-8 
0-0 11, Gordon 5-13 2-2 16, Rivers 2-7 1-3 
6, Shumpert 2-5 0-0 5. Totals 39-90 26-30 
119. 

Atlanta 28 32 25 26-111 

Houston 39 21 35 24-119 

Three-point goals—Atlanta 17-38 
(Young 8-12, Adams 2-3, Carter 2-4, Ba¬ 
zemore 2-6, Collins 1-1, Len 1-2, Huerter 
1-3, Bembry 0-1, Spellman 0-3, Dedmon 
0-3), Houston 15-51 (Gordon 4-11, Green 

3-7, Paul 3-8, Tucker 2-6, Faried 1-2, Riv¬ 
ers 1-3, Shumpert 1-4, Harden 0-10). Re¬ 
bounds—Atlanta 41 (Collins 12), Houston 
37 (Faried 10). Assists—Atlanta 21 (Young 
8), Houston 24 (Paul 8). Total Fouls—At¬ 
lanta 24, Houston 18. Technicals—Baze¬ 
more, Dedmon. A-18,055 (18,500). 

Bucks 117, Bulls 106 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 6-16 7-10 22, 
Ilyasova 4-7 1-2 10, B.Lopez 5-12 3-3 13, 
Bledsoe 3-5 1-2 8, Brogdon 7-15 4-4 22, 
Colson 0-1 0-0 0, Wood 1-1 0-2 2, Wilson 

3- 5 0-0 7, Canaan 2-2 0-0 6, Mirotic 5-11 
0-0 13, Snell 2-6 0-0 4, Connaughton 4-10 
0-0 10. Totals 42-91 16-23 117. 

CHICAGO — Luwawu-Cabarrot 5-10 1-3 
12, Markkanen 11-22 2-2 26, R.Lopez 10-16 
5-7 26, Arcidiacono 2-7 2-2 7, LaVine 4-13 
1-3 11, FeliciO 1-3 0-0 2, Harrison 0-2 2-3 
2, Blakeney 3-7 1-1 8, Selden 5-12 1-1 12. 
Totals 41-92 15-22 106. 

Milwaukee 25 38 27 27-117 

Chicago 38 16 26 26-106 

Three-point goals—Milwaukee 17-49 
(Brogdon 4-7, Middleton 3-5, Mirotic 3-9, 
Canaan 2-2, Connaughton 2-6, Wilson 1-3, 
Bledsoe 1-3, Ilyasova 1-3, Colson 0-1, Snell 
0-3, B.Lopez 0-7), Chicago 9-26 (LaVine 2- 
4, Markkanen 2-6, R.Lopez 1-1, Blakeney 

I- 2, Arcidiacono 1-3, Selden 1-4, Luwawu- 
Cabarrot 1-4, Harrison 0-2). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Milwaukee 45 (Wilson 
8), Chicago 41 (Markkanen 12). Assists— 
Milwaukee 26 (Brogdon, Connaughton 5), 
Chicago 31 (LaVine 9). Total Fouls-Mil- 
waukee 22, Chicago 18. Technicals—Mil¬ 
waukee coach Bucks (Defensive three 
second), Chicago coach Bulls (Defensive 
three second). A-20,936 (20,917). 

Suns 124, Heat 121 

PHOENIX - Oubre Jr. 6-11 3-4 16, 
Jackson 5-14 0-0 11, Ayton 6-11 2-4 14, 
TJohnson 6-12 3-3 18, Booker 6-16 5-5 20, 
Bridges 2-4 3-4 7, Holmes 4-5 0-0 8, Melton 
0-1 0-0 0, Daniels 5-6 1-1 14, Crawford 5-9 

4- 4 16. Totals 45-89 21-25 124. 

MIAMI - Richardson 2-10 3-3 7, Olynyk 

II- 17 2-2 28, Whiteside 14-19 1-2 29, Wait¬ 
ers 4-111-112, Robinson 2-6 0-0 5, Ander¬ 
son 1-1 0-0 3, Adebayo 4-7 6-7 14, Dragic 

5- 12 0-0 10, Wade 5-14 3-5 13. Totals 48-97 
16-20 121. 


Phoenix 23 29 32 40-124 

Miami 29 34 24 34-121 

Three-point goals—Phoenix 13-32 
(Daniels 3-3, T.Johnson 3-5, Booker 3-9, 
Crawford 2-5, Oubre Jr. 1-4, Jackson 1- 

4, Bridges 0-2), Miami 9-29 (Olynyk 4-6, 
Waiters 3-7, Anderson 1-1, Robinson 1- 

5, Dragic 0-3, Wade 0-3, Richardson 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Phoenix 
39 (Ayton 10), Miami 44 (Whiteside 11). 
Assists—Phoenix 30 (Booker 9), Miami 
31 (Richardson 9). Total Fouls—Phoenix 
20, Miami 20. Technicals—Phoenix coach 
Suns (Defensive three second), Adebayo, 
Richardson, Waiters. A-19,600 (19,600). 

Nets 101, Spurs 85 

SAN ANTONIO - DeRozan 9-14 5-5 23, 
Bertans 1-5 0-0 2, Aldridge 12-21 2-3 26, 
Forbes 2-14 2-2 6, White 3-10 0-0 7, Pon- 
dexter 0-1 0-0 0, Gay 5-9 2-2 13, Cunning¬ 
ham 1-1 0-0 2, Metu 0-0 0-0 0, Poeltl 0-7 
0-0 0, Mills 1-7 0-0 3, Belinelli 1-7 0-0 3. 
Totals 35-96 11-12 85. 

BROOKLYN - Harris 5-7 0-1 15, Gra¬ 
ham 2-6 0-0 6, Allen 4-4 1-4 9, Russell 9-19 
0-0 23, LeVert 5-14 3-3 15, Carroll 1-6 4-4 
7, Kurucs 2-4 2-2 7, Davis 2-4 2-2 6, Napier 

2- 8 0-0 5, Crabbe 3-9 0-0 8. Totals 35-81 

12-16 101. 

San Antonio 20 18 21 26- 85 

Brooklyn 28 24 29 20-101 

Three-point goals—San Antonio 4-24 
(Gay 1-3, White 1-3, Mills 1-4, Belinelli 1- 
5, Aldridge 0-1, Bertans 0-2, Forbes 0-6), 
Brooklyn 19-50 (Harris 5-6, Russell 5-11, 
LeVert 2-5, Graham 2-5, Crabbe 2-8, Ku¬ 
rucs 1-2, Carroll 1-6, Napier 1-7). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—San Antonio 
47 (Aldridge 10), Brooklyn 51 (Carroll 

12). Assists—San Antonio 14 (White 4), 
Brooklyn 24 (Russell 8). Total Fouls—San 
Antonio 13, Brooklyn 15. Technicals— 
DeRozan. A-13,479 (17,732). 

Pistons 113, Pacers 109 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 9-18 6-6 25, Young 
5-9 0-0 10, Turner 3-10 0-0 7, Collison 7-13 

4-4 21, Matthews 4-9 2-2 14, McDermott 
1-3 2-2 5, Sabonis 9-13 5-7 23, Leaf 1-4 0-0 
2, Joseph 1-3 0-0 2, Evans 0-5 0-0 0. Totals 
40-87 19-21 109. 

DETROIT - Brown 1-4 1-2 3, Griffin 6-18 

3- 8 20, Drummond 12-21 2-4 26, Jackson 

3- 10 6-6 14, Ellington 4-10 2-3 14, Pachulia 
0-0 0-0 0, Maker 0-2 2-2 2, Smith 1-5 0-0 2, 
Galloway 5-8 1-1 13, Kennard 7-10 0-0 19. 
Totals 39-88 17-26 113. 

Indiana 20 31 26 32-109 

Detroit 36 19 29 29-113 

Three-point goals—Indiana 10-26 
(Matthews 4-7, Collison 3-4, Turner 1-3, 
McDermott 1-3, Bogdanovic 1-5, Evans 0- 
1, Joseph 0-1, Young 0-1, Leaf 0-1), Detroit 
18-41 (Kennard 5-8, Griffin 5-10, Ellington 

4- 10, Jackson 2-5, Galloway 2-5, Smith 
0-1, Brown 0-1, Maker 0-1). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Indiana 42 (Young 12), 
Detroit 47 (Drummond 16). Assists—Indi¬ 
ana 23 (Collison 5), Detroit 28 (Griffin 10). 
Total Fouls—Indiana 23, Detroit 20. Tech¬ 
nicals—Indiana coach Nate McMillan, 
Bogdanovic, Young, Griffin, Drummond. 
A-15,321 (20,491). 

Warriors 121, Hornets 110 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 7-15 2-2 20, 
Green 6-8 1-1 14, Cousins 9-15 5-5 24, 
Curry 5-18 2-3 16, Thompson 11-19 1-2 26, 
McKinnie 2-5 0-0 5, Looney 3-4 0-0 6, Cook 
0-0 0-0 0, Livingston 3-5 0-0 6, Iguodala 2- 
6 0-0 4. Totals 48-95 11-13 121. 

CHARLOTTE - Bridges 2-9 2-2 7, Wil¬ 
liams 4-8 2-2 11, Zeller 13-14 2-2 28, Walk¬ 
er 9-24 2-2 23, Batum 5-11 2-2 14, Kidd-Gil- 
christ 2-5 2-2 6, Biyombo 0-1 3-4 3, Parker 
0-3 2-2 2, Monk 0-3 0-0 0, Lamb 5-13 6-8 16. 
Totals 40-91 23-26 110. 

Golden State 34 34 30 23-121 

Charlotte 30 30 28 22-110 

Three-point goals—Golden State 14- 
41 (Durant 4-9, Curry 4-14, Thompson 3- 
5, McKinnie 1-3, Green 1-3, Cousins 1-4, 
Iguodala 0-3), Charlotte 7-33 (Walker 3- 
12, Batum 2-6, Bridges 1-4, Williams 1-5, 
Monk 0-2, Lamb 0-4). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Golden State 49 (Cousins 11), 
Charlotte 38 (Zeller 9). Assists—Golden 
State 35 (Green 10), Charlotte 23 (Lamb 
7). Total Fouls-Golden State 18, Char¬ 
lotte 11. Technicals—Cousins, Walker. 
A-19,419 (19,077). 

Trail Blazers 123 
Cavaliers 110 

PORTLAND - Harkless4-70-0 9, Aminu 
3-8 0-0 7, Nurkic 6-10 3-3 15, Lillard 6-13 6- 
6 21, McCollum 12-18 4-6 35, Layman 3-5 
0-0 7, Collins 1-2 1-2 3, Kanter 3-5 3-3 9, 
Curry 5-6 0-0 15, Hood 1-4 0-2 2. Totals 44- 
78 17-22 123. 

CLEVELAND - Osman 10-16 4-4 27, 
Love 5-14 5-5 18, Zizic 2-5 0-0 4, Sexton 3- 
14 2-2 11, Knight 1-6 2-2 4, Nance Jr. 3-6 4- 
5 10, Chriss 1-3 3-4 6, Dellavedova 2-4 0-0 
5, Clarkson 8-18 2-2 19, Stauskas 1-2 0-0 3, 
Nwaba 1-1 1-2 3. Totals 37-89 23-26 110. 
Portland 29 42 17 35-123 

Cleveland 18 30 36 26-110 

Three-point goals—Portland 18-29 
(McCollum 7-8, Curry 5-5, Lillard 3-9, Har¬ 
kless 1-2, Layman 1-2, Aminu 1-3), Cleve¬ 
land 13-34 (Osman 3-5, Love 3-6, Sexton 
3-8, Stauskas 1-1, Dellavedova 1-2, Chriss 
1-2, Clarkson 1-5, Nance Jr. 0-2, Knight 0- 
3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Port¬ 
land 45 (Nurkic, Harkless 8), Cleveland 40 
(Love 12). Assists—Portland 26 (Lillard 8), 
Cleveland 22 (Dellavedova, Nance Jr. 5). 
Total Fouls—Portland 24, Cleveland 20. 
Technicals—Portland coach Trail Blaz¬ 
ers (Defensive three second). A—19,432 
(20,562). 
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Tumped' Tulowitzki jaws at Jays after homer 



Lynne Sladky/AP 


Troy Tulowitzki celebrates in the dugout after hitting a home run on his first swing with the Yankees in 
the first inning of a spring training game Monday against the Toronto Blue Jays. 


By Mark Didtler 

Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Troy Tulow¬ 
itzki got some payback against 
the Toronto Blue Jays in his first 
spring training at-bat for the New 
York Yankees. 

Tulowitzki homered on his first 
swing in a Yankees uniform and 
jawed at the Blue Jays dugout 
after rounding third base follow¬ 
ing his drive Monday off Marcus 
Stroman, a friend and former 
teammate. 

“You know what happened, so 
no doubt about it, it was definitely 
extra, extra special,” Tulowitzki 
said after the Yankees’ 3-0 win. 
“That was a team that basically 
told me I couldn’t play anymore. 
It is spring training, it is what it is, 
but it was a big day for me.” 

A five-time All-Star, who has 
not played in the m^or leagues 
since July 2017, Tulowitzki 
missed last season because of 
surgery on April 2 for bone spurs 
in his right and left heels. He was 
released by the Blue Jays on Dec. 
14, then signed with the Yankees 
on Jan. 4 for the m^or league 
minimum $555,000. That will 
be offset against the $20 million 
he is owed this year by Toronto, 
which also is responsible for $18 
million in future years. 

He took a strike from Stroman 
leading off the bottom of the first, 
then homered down the right- 


field line on the next pitch, an op¬ 
posite-field drive just inside the 
foul pole. 

“It’s the biggest spring training 
homer I’ve ever hit,” a smiling 
Tulowitzki said. “With that being 


said, I got a little pumped up 
there. People said I’ll never make 
it back on a baseball field again. 
Anybody that tells you you’re 
done, you’ve a little extra fire.” 

Tulowitzki’s 5-year-old son 


Taz, who was at the game, was a 
motivating factor during dad’s re¬ 
habilitation from surgery. 

“He was 3 the last time he was 
watching games, and he doesn’t 
remember that,” Tulowitzki said. 


“To get back out there and have 
him see me again, that what I 
thought about each and every 
day.” 

A smiling Stroman said Tu¬ 
lowitzki homering off him is 
“not going to happen in-season, I 
promise you that.” 

“Tulo, I can’t tell you how 
much work he’s put in to get back 
to healthy,” Stroman said. “I’ve 
kind of been with him through a 
lot of that process. I couldn’t be 
more ecstatic or more happy for 
someone than him because I’ve 
learned so much about the game 
of baseball and so much about life 
from that man. 

“That’s my guy,” Stroman 
added. “I would always love to 
compete with him. I would always 
prefer him on my team. I’m ex¬ 
cited to see him somewhere being 
healthy, back out there doing that 
Tulo can do.” 

Now 34, Tulowitzki is projected 
to start at shortstop while Didi 
Gregorius recovers from Tommy 
John surgery last Oct. 17. Gre¬ 
gorius is expected to return to 
the Yankees between June and 
August. 

“He definitely seemed a little 
fired up,” Yankees manager 
Aaron Boone said. “Look, he’s 
had that kind of edge to him, 
something to prove really since 
we put eyes on him this winter. 
Happy for him because I know 
this day was a big deal.” 


Start: Kikuchi still adjusting to MLB routine 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Kikuchi threw 29 pitches with 19 strikes, the first 
step in a transitional season. 

“Obviously, when you’re up on the mound you 
want to shut them down one, two, three when you’re 
up there but after I let some guys on today I think I 
was able to keep my pitch count low and get some 
double play balls so I’m happy with what I did,” Ki¬ 
kuchi said. 

One of the biggest adjustments will be Kikuchi’s 
pregame routine. Servais noted Kikuchi was on the 
field nearly an hour before first pitch and still figur¬ 
ing out the timing led to Kikuchi playing catch in 
front of the dugout several minutes before the team 
took the field. 

“What we wanted to do is let him go through his 
normal routine,” Servais said. “He was out here 
probably 50, 55 minutes before the game started. 
That’s what he normally does and over time, that’s 


why we’ve got the four, five outings through spring 
to tighten up that routine and as the season goes on 
it will be a learning curve for him as well.” 

The first outing for Kikuchi was documented 
from all angles by Asian photographers following 
his every move, from his warmup in the bullpen to 
the scrum after his outing with dozens of reporters. 

Seattle wants to limit Kikuchi’s innings during 
the regular season and make the first-year transi¬ 
tion from pitching in Japan less arduous. But the 
Mariners also need to build up Kikuchi so he is 
ready to take on a starter’s load when his innings 
won’t be limited. 

Kikuchi said he hadn’t been told what comes next, 
but he’s likely to get his second start sometime this 
weekend. 

“It’s my first start and I felt really good throwing 
the ball. Going into the game I was a little nervous, 
obviously, but it ended up well,” Kikuchi said. 



Darron Cummings/AP 


The Mariners’ Yiisei Kikuchi threw 29 pitches with 19 strikes in his 
first major ieague spring training game Monday against the Reds. 
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Chris O'Meaha/AP 


Lightning right wing Nikita Kucherov, right, scores past Los Angeles Kings goaKender Jack Campbell 
during a shootout Monday in Tampa, Fla. The Lightning won 4-3 for their ninth straight victory. 

Roundup 


Lightning top Kings in SO, 
extend streak to 9 games 


Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Nikita Kucherov, Steven Stamkos 
and Victor Hedman scored in the shootout and the 
NHL-leading Tampa Bay Lightning beat the Los 
Angeles Kings 4-3 for their ninth straight victory 
Monday night, matching the longest winning streak 
in franchise history. 

J.T. Miller’s third-period goal forced overtime, 
and Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 30 shots for the 
Lightning, who improved the league’s best record 
to 48-11-4 and became the fourth team to reach 100 
points in 63 games or less. 

Alex lafallo, Jonny Brodzinski and Austin Wag¬ 
ner scored in the third period, helping Los Angeles 
turn a two-goal deficit into a short-lived 3-2 lead that 
goalie Jack Campbell couldn’t protect. The Kings 
have lost eight straight, their longest skid since De¬ 
cember 2007. 

Braden Point and Anthony Cirelli had first-period 
goals for the Lightning, who fell behind when Brodz¬ 
inski and Wagner scored in a 36-second span. Miller 
countered less than a minute later to make it 3-all. 

Kucherov got his 71st assist on Tampa Bay’s first 
goal, giving him a league-leading and career-best 
101 points. 

Predators 3, Oilers 2: Brian Boyle scored in the 
fourth round of a shootout to lift host Nashville over 
Edmonton. 

PK. Subban had a goal and an assist, and Colton 
Sissons also scored as the Predators won for the 
third time in four games to pass Winnipeg for first 
place in the Central Division. The Jets have three 
games in hand. 

Pekka Rinne made a pad save on Ty Rattie when 
the Oilers forward tried to extend the shootout. 

Leon Draisaitl scored twice for Edmonton, which 
won its previous two games. 

Maple Leafs 5, Sabres 3: John Tavares, Aus- 
ton Matthews and Frederik Gauthier scored three 
quick goals in the second period and host Toronto 
held off Buffalo. 

Tyler Ennis had the eventual winner in Toronto’s 
four-goal second and Kasperi Kapanen added some 
insurance with a short-handed goal in the third. 


Matthews is the first player in Maple Leafs his¬ 
tory to score 30-plus goals in the first three seasons 
of his NHL career. 

Frederik Andersen made 31 saves for his 100th 
win with Toronto. 

Devils 2, Canadiens 1: Nathan Bastian scored his 
first NHL goal, Kurds Gabriel got his second and 
last-place New Jersey continued to be a thorn in vis¬ 
iting Montreal’s playoff hopes. 

Recently acquired defenseman Connor Carrick 
set up both goals and Cory Schneider made 34 saves 
as the young Devils swept their three-game season 
series with the Canadiens. 

Montreal had a lot more at stake. It came into the 
night with a one-point lead over Carolina and Pitts¬ 
burgh for the top wild card in the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence. The Hurricanes and Penguins now each have 
a game in hand. 

Paul Byron scored a short-handed goal for Mon¬ 
treal, and Carey Price made 20 saves. 

Panthers 4, Avalanche 3 (Of): Aaron Ekblad 
scored 26 seconds into overtime, Roberto Luongo 
stopped 36 shots to earn career win No. 485 and vis¬ 
iting Florida beat Colorado. 

The winning play was set up when Mike Hoffman 
sped down the ice, spun past defenseman Samuel 
Girard and sent a pass over to Ekblad, whose shot 
slid through the pads of Semyon Varlamov. The Ava¬ 
lanche fell to 1-12 in OT this season. 

Hoffman had a goal midway through the third 
period to tie the game. Troy Brouwer and Evgenii 
Dadonov scored 1:09 apart late in the second period 
to erase a 2-0 deficit. The win moved Luongo past 
Ed Belfour for third place on the career list. 

Canucks 4, Ducks 0: Jacob Markstrom made 
29 saves for his first shutout of the season and Bo 
Horvat scored twice to lead host Vancouver past 
Anaheim. 

Alex Biega and Nikolay Goldobin also scored as 
the Canucks snapped a three-game skid and won in 
regulation for the first time in their last 11. 

The shutout was the third of Markstrom’s career. 
His previous one came against Dallas on Feb. 11, 
2018. 

Kevin Boyle stopped 25 shots for the Ducks. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 63 48 11 4 100 248 166 

Boston 62 36 17 9 81 185 159 

Toronto 62 38 20 4 80 221 176 

Montreal 63 33 23 7 73 188 185 

Buffalo 62 29 25 8 66 179 194 

Florida 61 28 25 8 64 194 207 

Detroit 63 23 31 9 55 177 212 

Ottawa 62 22 35 5 49 187 228 


Metropoiitan Division 

— ’ 79 178 146 

77 213 203 


N.Y. Islanders 61 __ __ 
Washington 63 35 21 
Columbus 61 35 23 
Carolina 62 33 23 
Pittsburgh 62 32 22 
Phiiadeiphia 62 29 26 
N.Y. Rangers 62 27 26 
New Jersey 63 25 30 


73 195 180 
72 181 170 
72 213 195 
65 183 209 
63 183 207 
58 184 214 


Western Conference 


Nashviiie 

Winnipeg 

St. Louis 

Daiias 

Minnesota 

Coiorado 

Chicago 

Caigary 
San Jose 
Vegas 
Arizona 
Vancouver 
Edmonton 
Anaheim 
Los Angeies 


Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

65 37 23 5 79 196 171 

62 37 21 4 78 210 185 

72 182 172 

67 157 162 

66 173 184 

66 209 200 

61 211 236 


62 31 26 5 

63 30 27 6 

63 27 24 12 

63 26 28 9 

Pacific Division 

62 39 16 7 

63 37 18 8 

63 32 26 5 

62 29 28 5 


85 225 180 
82 228 197 
69 185 181 
63 164 177 
62 176 195 
59 173 205 
57 139 195 
53 148 194 


63 27 28 

62 26 29 

63 24 30 

62 23 32 _ 

...te: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Washington 6, N.Y. Rangers 5, OT 
San Jose 5, Detroit 3 
Daiias 4, Chicago 3 
Minnesota 2, St. Louis 1, OT 
Caigary 2, Ottawa 1 
Arizona 4, Winnipeg 1 

Monday’s games 
Toronto 5, Buffaio 3 
New Jersey 2, Montreai 1 
Tampa Bay 4, Los Angeies 3, SO 
Nashviiie 3, Edmonton 2, SO 
Fiorida 4, Colorado 3, OT 
Vancouver 4, Anaheim 0 

Tuesday’s games 

Caigary vs. N.Y. Isianders at Nassau 
Veterans Memoriai Coiiseum 
San Jose at Boston 
Ottawa at Washington 
Los Angeles at Carolina 
Pittsburgh at Coiumbus 
Buffalo at Philadelphia 
Montreal at Detroit 
Nashviiie at St. Louis 
Minnesota at Winnipeg 
Fiorida at Arizona 
Daiias at Vegas 

Wednesday’s games 
Edmonton at Toronto 
Caigary at New Jersey 
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Rangers 
Vancouver at Coiorado 
Chicago at Anaheim 

Thursday’s games 
Toronto at N.Y. Isianders 
Phiiadeiphia at Coiumbus 
Edmonton at Ottawa 
Tampa Bay at Boston 
Vancouver at Arizona 
Fiorida at Vegas 
Daiias at Los Angeles 


Monday 

Predators 3, Oilers 2 (SO) 

Edmonton 10 1 0—2 

Nashville 0 2 0 0-3 

Nashville won shootout 2-1 

First Period—1, Edmonton, Draisaitl 
35, 2:08. 

Second Period—2, Nashville, Sissons 
10 (Subban, Grimaidi), 11:43.3, Nashviiie, 
Subban 5 (Jarnkrok, Bonino), 13:07. 

Third Period—4, Edmonton, Draisaitl 
36(Chiasson),9:12. 

Shootout—Nashville 2 (Turris NG, El¬ 
lis NG, Forsberg G, Boyie G), Edmonton 1 
(Draisaiti NG, Nugent-Hopkins NG, Gag- 
ner G, Rattie NG). 

Shots on Goal-Edmonton 9-9-9-2-29. 
Nashviiie 10-12-15-1-3-41. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
1 of 3; Nashville Oof 5. 

Goalies—Edmonton, Koskinen 16-14-3 
(38 shots-36 saves). Nashville, Rinne 22- 
16-3 (27-25). 

A-17,481 (17,113). T-2:46. 

Panthers 4, Avalanche 3 (OT) 

Florida 0 2 1 1-4 

Colorado 0 2 1 0—3 

Second Period—1, Colorado, lost 9 
(Nemeth, Compher), 2:12. 2, Colorado, 
Rantanen 26 (Barrie), 14:31. 3, Fiorida, 
Brouwer 8 (Yandie, Weegar), 18:26. 4, 
Fiorida, Dadonov 22 (Barkov, Hoffman), 
19:35 (pp). 

Third Period—5, Colorado, Brassard 11 
(Graves, Barrie), 7:49.6, Fiorida, Hoffman 
27 (Weegar, Yandie), 11:57. 

Overtime—7, Florida, Ekbiad 11 (Hoff¬ 
man), 0:26. 

Shots on Goal-Fiorida 6-20-11-1-38. 
Colorado 10-14-14-1—39. 

Power-play opportunities—Florida 1 
of 2; Colorado 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Florida, Luongo 14-13-1 (39 
shots-36 saves). Colorado, Varlamov 17- 
15-9 (38-34). 

A-14,338 (18,007). T-2:40. 



Darryl Dyck, The Canadian Press/AP 


Anaheim Ducks goalie Kevin 
Boyle allows a goal by the 
Canucks’ Bo Horvat during 
the second period Monday in 
Vancouver, British Columbia. 


Canucks 4, Ducks 0 

Anaheim 0 0 0-0 

Vancouver 2 1 1—4 

First Period—1, Vancouver, Goldobin 7 
(Pettersson), 8:04. 2, Vancouver, Biega 2 
(Spooner, Pouliot), 16:40. 

Second Period—3, Vancouver, Horvat 
22 (Boeser, Pettersson), 2:22 (pp). 

Third Period—4, Vancouver, Horvat 23 
(Leivo),7:12. 

Shots on Goal—Anaheim 14-8-7—29. 
Vancouver 6-10-13—29. 

Power-play opportunities—Anaheim 0 
of 2; Vancouver 1 of 2. 

Goalies—Anaheim, Boyie 1-3-0 (29 
shots-25 saves). Vancouver, Markstrom 
23-18-7 (29-29). 

A-18,542 (18,910). T-2:22. 


Lightning 4, Kings 3 (SO) 

Los Angeles 0 0 3 0—3 

Tampa Bay 2 0 1 0—4 

Tampa Bay won shootout 3-2 

First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Point 36 
(Stamkos, Kucherov), 1:05 (pp). 2, Tampa 
Bay, Cireili 12 (Gourde, Coburn), 8:08. 

Third Period—3, Los Angeies, lafalio 
14 (Wagner), 5:20. 4, Los Angeles, Brodz¬ 
inski 1 (Leipsic), 10:30. 5, Los Angeies, 
Wagner 9 (Waiker, Lewis), 11:06.6, Tampa 
Bay, Miiler 11 (Stamkos), 12:04. 

Shootout—Los Angeies 2 (Kovaichuk 
G, Kopitar G, Kempe NG), Tampa Bay 3 
(Stamkos G, Point NG, Kucherov G, Hed¬ 
man G). 

Shots on Goal—Los Angeies 10-9-13- 
1-33. Tampa Bay 6-14-11-3-34. 

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange¬ 
ies 0 of 4; Tampa Bay 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Los Angeles, Campbell 7-11- 
1 (35 shots-32 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasi¬ 
levskiy 28-7-4 (33-31). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-3:23. 


Deviis 2, Canadiens 1 

Montreal 0 0 1—1 

New Jersey 1 1 0—2 

First Period—1, New Jersey, Bastian 1 
(Yakovlev, Carrick), 12:35. 

Second Period—2, New Jersey, Gabriei 
2 (Carrick, Rooney), 3:06. 

Third Period—3, Montreal, Byron 12 
(Danault), 6:30 (sh). 

Shots on Goal-Montreal 11-14-10-35. 
New Jersey 10-6-6—22. 

Power-play opportunities—Montreal 
0 of 4; New Jersey 0 of 5. 

Goalies-Montreal, Price 25-18-5 (22 
shots-20 saves). New Jersey, Schneider 
4-8-2 (35-34). 

A-12,791 (16,514). T-3:ll. 

Mapie Leafs 5, Sabres 3 

Buffalo 1 1 1-3 

Toronto 0 4 1—5 

First Period—1, Buffaio, Eichel 20 
(Dahiin, Reinhart), 19:07 (pp). 

Second Period—2, Toronto, Tavares 
35 (Muzzin, Dermott), 3:48. 3, Toronto, 
Matthews 30 (Kapanen, Johnsson), 5:24. 
4, Toronto, Gauthier 3 (Gardiner, Moore), 
5:52.5, Toronto, Ennis 9 (Rieily, Gauthier), 
13:07. 6, Buffaio, Reinhart 18 (Dahiin, 
Skinner), 17:25 (pp). 

Third Period-7, Buffalo, Eichel 21 (Po- 
minville, Ristolainen), 0:09. 8, Toronto, 
Kapanen 19 (Brown), 17:42 (sh). 

Shots on Goal—Buffalo 16-10-8—34. 
Toronto 6-17-10-33. 

Power-play opportunities—Buffalo 2 
of 5; Toronto 0 of 1. 

Goalies-Buffalo, Ullmark 13-8-4 (21 
shots-19 saves), Hutton 16-17-4 (12-9). 
Toronto, Andersen 29-13-3 (34-31). 
A-19,026 (18,819). T-2:29. 


Scoring leaders 

Through Monday 

GP G A PTS 

Nikita Kucherov, TB 63 30 71 101 

Patrick Kane, CHI 62 39 54 93 

Connor McDavid, EDM 58 32 53 85 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 63 32 48 80 

Mikko Rantanen, COL 63 26 54 80 

Brayden Point, TB 61 36 43 79 

Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 62 30 49 79 

Leon Draisaiti, EDM 62 38 38 76 
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NHL/SPORTS BRIEFS 



Paul Sancya/AP 

The Vegas Golden Knights acquired right wing Mark Stone from the Ottawa Senators before the trade 
deadline Monday. Stone was considered the best player available, averaging 60 points a season. 


NHL trades roundup 

Knights, Jets, Jackets 
make deals to contend 


By Larry Lage 
Associated Press 

Mark Stone was considered the best player avail¬ 
able as the NHL trade deadline approached, a 26- 
year-old forward who consistently has 60 points a 
season. 

The Vegas Golden Knights made a calculated 
gamble to acquire him Monday in the boldest move 
around the league simply because of the steep price 
paid in their bid to win the Stanley Cup. Vegas gave 
up 19-year-old defenseman Erik Brannstrom, a 
prized prospect, a 2020 second-round pick and sel¬ 
dom-used forward Oscar Lindberg. 

“This type of player doesn’t come available very 
often,” Golden Knights general manager George 
McPhee said. “We believe he is one of the best all- 
around players in the NHL.” 

Columbus, meanwhile, bolstered depth by add¬ 
ing defenseman Adam McQuaid from the New York 
Rangers and goaltender Keith Kinkaid from New 
Jersey after previously picking up forwards Ryan 
Dzingel and Matt Duchene. 

The Central Division-leading Winnipeg Jets made 
one big deal, acquiring forward Kevin Hayes, and 
a series of smaller ones to keep pace with Western 
Conference contenders such as Pacific Division¬ 
leading Calgary, San Jose, Nashville and Vegas. 

“It’s an exciting time for lots of franchises around 
the league that were able to add players,” said De¬ 
troit Red Wings general manager Ken Holland, who 
traded forward Gustav Nyquist and defenseman 
Nick Jensen to San Jose and Washington. “Lots of 
teams added lots of good players, so it’s shaping up 
for an exciting Stanley Cup playoff.” 

Eastern Conference 

Columbus Blue Jackets: Columbus chose not to 
deal star forward Artemi Panarin and goaltender 
Sergei Bobrovsky along with their expiring con¬ 
tracts for high picks and promising prospects. The 
26-year-old Dzingel is perhaps the most significant 
addition, putting a player with a career-high 44 
points in the lineup. 

Boston Bruins: In a subtle move for a team with 
solid playoff positioning, forward Marcus Johans¬ 
son was acquired from the New Jersey Devils for a 
second-round pick this year and a fourth-round pick 


next year. Johansson has 27 points this season and is 
capable of more, producing a career-high 58 points 
with Washington two years ago. 

Standing pat: The NHL-leading Tampa Bay 
Lightning stood pat, appearing to be content with 
a double-digit lead over the rest of the league with 
a stacked team from front to back. And the Metro¬ 
politan Division-leading New York Islanders did not 
make a trade in the NHL’s only division that has five 
teams with 70-plus points. 

Western Conference 

Vegas Golden Knights: The slumping team should 
get a quick return on its investment in Stone. He has 
62 points — two short of his career high this season 
— and 311 points in 366 career games. 

“You hope it brings something,” Vegas coach Ge¬ 
rard Gallant said. “Obviously the players know who 
Mark Stone is, they know he’s a great player. One of 
the top players in the league and he should definitely 
bring a lot of energy to our room.” 

It appears to be a move for short- and long-term 
goals, because Stone said on Canada’s TSN he 
agreed to a long-term contract extension with the 
second-year franchise. 

Nashville Predators: Nashville got stronger up 
front, acquiring wingers Mikael Granlund (Min¬ 
nesota) and Wayne Simmonds (Philadelphia). Gran¬ 
lund, who has 49 points, averaged 68 points the 
previous two years. If he can do that again, it may 
be enough to help the Predators outlast the Jets in 
the division. 

Winnipeg Jets: Hayes was perhaps the second- 
best player available, averaging 43-plus points over 
five seasons with the New York Rangers, and it cost 
a package that included a first-round pick to get 
him. 

Winnipeg advanced in the playoffs last year for 
the first time since moving from Atlanta in 2011 and 
knows it needs all the help it can get to top last year’s 
run that ended against Vegas in the conference fi¬ 
nals. The Jets made six trades on deadline day. 

Calgary Flames: The Western Conference leaders 
added only Oscar Fantenberg from the Los Angeles 
Kings because they don’t need much help. Fanten¬ 
berg, a defenseman with three points in 46 games 
this season, does provide insurance on the blue line 
in case of injuries. 


Briefly 

Crabtree released 
after just 1 season 


Associated Press 

OWINGS MILLS, Md. — Wide 
receiver Michael Crabtree has 
been released by the Baltimore 
Ravens after being signed as a 
free agent one year ago. 

Crabtree caught 54 passes for 
607 yards and three touchdowns 
in 2018 after totaling 25 scores in 
a three-year stint with Oakland. 
He did, however, have two TD 
catches in Baltimore’s playoff loss 
to the Los Angeles Chargers. 

But the Ravens are looking 
to revamp their receiving corps 
for quarterback Lamar Jackson, 
and it appears the 31-year-old 
Crabtree does not fit in the mix. 
After Jackson became the starter, 
Crabtree had only 11 receptions 
and one touchdown over the final 
seven regular-season games. 

Crabtree broke into the NFL 
with San Francisco in 2009 and 
played with the 49ers through 
2014 before joining Oakland in 
2015. He has 633 career catches 
for 7,477 yards and 54 TDs. 

In other NFL news: 

■ The San Francisco 49ers 
placed the franchise tag on kicker 
Robbie Gould on Tuesday, keep¬ 
ing him locked up for the 2019 
season for a price tag of about $5 
million. 

Gould has been the NFL’s most 
accurate kicker during his two 
seasons with San Francisco and 
could have been a target to return 
to the Chicago Bears if he hit the 
open market. 

The Bears are planning to re¬ 
lease kicker Cody Parkey after 
he missed a field goal off the left 
upright and crossbar in the clos¬ 
ing seconds of a 16-15 wild-card 
loss to Philadelphia at home last 
month. 

Hearn’s buzzer-beater 
lifts US over Argentina 

GREENSBORO, N.C. — Reggie 
Hearn hit a long jumper from the 
right corner as time expired, and 
the United States defeated Argen¬ 
tina 84-83 on Monday night in the 
final qualifying game before this 
summer’s FIBA World Cup for 
both teams. 

Hearn — who played in more 
games than anyone else for the 
US. in the qualifying — connect¬ 
ed to cap a 7-0 run that ended the 
game and gave the Americans 
first place in Group E of qualify¬ 
ing for the tournament. 

Michael Frazier II led the US. 
(10-2) with 23 points. Charles 
Cooke added 10 for the Ameri¬ 
cans, whose spot in the World 
Cup field — where NBA players 
will take over for the G Leagu¬ 
ers who were called upon for the 
qualifying games — was clinched 
long ago. Argentina (9-3) is also 
World Cup-bound. 

The US. trailed by as many as 
nine in the fourth, and was down 
by six with 1:20 remaining before 
the game-ending flurry. 

In other basketball news: 


■ The United States will have 
a No. 1 seed for the FIBA World 
Cup this summer in China. 

FIBA announced the eight top 
seeds Tuesday, based on the latest 
world rankings that were updated 
following the end of qualifying for 
the World Cup. China got a No. 1 
seed as the host nation. The other 
No. 1 seeds will be Spain, France, 
Serbia, Argentina, Lithuania and 
Greece. 

Women’s downhill result 
amended 3 days later 

GENEVA — In ongoing fall¬ 
out of faulty finish-line timing, a 
women’s World Cup downhill re¬ 
sult was altered on Tuesday three 
days after the race, forcing two 
podium places to be changed. 

The International Ski Federa¬ 
tion said reassessing problems 
with Swiss Timing’s system on 
Saturday at Crans-Montana in 
Switzerland has knocked two 
Swiss racers off the podium. 

The malfunctioning finish-line 
equipment had already caused 
the result to be amended about 
one hour after the race, won by 
Olympic champion Sofia Gog- 
gia, who was unaffected by the 
fiasco. 

Four Swiss racers, including 
Joana Haehlen and Lara Gut- 
Behrami, did not have electroni¬ 
cally timed runs and each failed 
to stop the clock when crossing 
the finish line. 

Their times were calculated 
manually on Saturday — promot¬ 
ing Gut-Behrami from fourth to 
third — but have since been re¬ 
evaluated and found to be wrong. 

FIS said recalculating the four 
racers’ runs has added 0.13 sec¬ 
onds to their times. They had 0.13 
deducted on Saturday. 

It means Haehlen and Gut- 
Behrami drop from second and 
third, respectively, to fourth and 
sixth. Haehlen loses her first ca¬ 
reer top-three result. 

World Cup downhill standings 
leader Nicole Schmidhofer rises 
from fourth to runner-up, and 
Corinne Suter, the world champi¬ 
onships silver medalist also from 
Switzerland, goes from fourth to 
third. 

Russian biathlete faces 
ban for missing tests 

MOSCOW — A Russian biath¬ 
lete is facing a two-year ban for 
missing three doping tests. 

Margarita Vasilyeva has had a 
strong debut World Cup season 
but is said to have missed three 
tests in 10 months. 

In a statement released by the 
Russian Biathlon Union, Vasily¬ 
eva says she struggled with rules 
obliging athletes to give drug 
testers advance notice of their 
whereabouts for one hour each 
day. She says testers turned up 
in Siberia when Vasilyeva was al¬ 
ready on her way to Canada for a 
competition. 
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Authorities: Kraft 
visited parlor day 
of AFC title game 



Nebraska running back Devine Ozigbo wasn’t invited to this week’s NFL coniine in Indianapolis. 

Combine snubs can look 
to Lindsay for inspiration 


By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

DENVER — More than 330 
of college football’s finest play¬ 
ers are gathering in Indianapolis 
this week for the NFL’s annual 
combine, where they’ll be poked 
and prodded, timed and tested, 
quizzed and questioned. 

Not all the players who will get 
drafted in April are on the invite 
list. 

The combine simply can’t ac¬ 
commodate all worthy candi¬ 
dates, and some prospects will 
work their way into teams’ draft 
plans via their impressive pro day 
performances or private team 
workouts in the coming weeks. 

Emblematic of the inexact sci¬ 
ence of projecting which players 
will succeed in the pros is this: 
Super Bowl 53 featured 30 un¬ 
drafted players on the rosters of 
the New England Patriots (16) 
and Los Angeles Rams (14). 

More than a third of the 300- 
plus players invited to the com¬ 
bine last year didn’t get drafted, 
whereas 38 players who weren’t 
at the combine did. 

Among them were P.J. Hall, a 
defensive tackle from Sam Hous¬ 
ton State who was drafted by 
Oakland in the second round, and 
two players from Southern Miss: 
defensive back Tavarius Moore, a 
49ers’ third-rounder, and running 
back Ito Smith, a fourth-round se¬ 
lection by Atlanta. 

The biggest snub last year was 
Colorado running back Phillip 
Lindsay, the first undrafted of- 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Denver Broncos running back 
Phillip Lindsay became the first 
undrafted offensive player ever 
selected to the Pro Bowl. 

fensive player ever selected to the 
Pro Bowl. 

Lindsay understandably has 
chips on both shoulders, one for 
going uninvited to the combine 
and the other for going undrafted 
altogether, and he figures one had 
plenty to do with the other. 

“Oh, yeah, it’s disrespectful. 
But it fueled my fire and got me 
here to where I am today,” Lind¬ 
say said. “Maybe I wasn’t meant 
to go to the combine.” 

Miffed that John Elway had 
used a seventh-round selection 


on Arkansas running back David 
Williams, whose career num¬ 
bers over four years with the 
Razorbacks didn’t even add up to 
Lindsay’s senior stats, the Colo¬ 
rado native nearly took the Balti¬ 
more Ravens’ offer before calling 
back and accepting the Broncos’ 
proposal. 

“But I’m going to win the start¬ 
ing job,” Lindsay added as he hung 
up on his new employer, vowing 
to beat out Williams, third-round 
pick Royce Freeman, incumbent 
Devontae Booker, and anyone 
else they would bring in. 

At 5-foot-8, Lindsay was accus¬ 
tomed to the underdog role, so he 
was ready to put his immeasur¬ 
able attributes such as desire and 
hustle up against anyone’s bench 
press, 40-yard dash or vertical 
jump. 

Lindsay rushed for 1,037 yards 
and nine touchdowns as a rook¬ 
ie. Only a wrist injury denied 
him a shot at breaking Dominic 
Rhodes’ record of 1,104 yards for 
undrafted rookie running backs, 
set in 2001. 

Notable players who aren’t 
among the 338 invited to Indy 
this year include Nebraska run¬ 
ning back Devine Ozigbo, Geor¬ 
gia State receiver Penny Hart, 
Utah State running back Darwin 
Thompson, Cincinnati defensive 
tackle Cortez Broughton, and 
North Carolina receiver Anthony 
Ratliff-Williams. 

Lindsay is pulling for every one 
of them to have a rookie season 
like he did. He’s proud to serve as 
an I-told-you-so example for all 
this year’s snubs. 


By Terry Spencer 

Associated Press 

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. 
— New England Patriots owner 
Robert Kraft visited a Florida 
massage parlor for sex acts the 
night before and the morning of 
last month’s AFC championship 
game, authorities said Monday 
in documents charging him with 
two misdemeanor counts of solic¬ 
iting prostitution. 

Kraft is one of hundreds of men 
charged in recent days as part of 
a crackdown on prostitution al¬ 
legedly occurring in massage 
parlors between Palm Beach 
and Orlando. Ten spas have been 
closed and several people, most 
of them women originally from 
China, have been charged with 
running the operation. 

The 77-year-old Kraft was 
chauffeured to the Orchids of Asia 
Day Spa in a 2014 white Bentley 
on the evening of Jan. 19, where 
police say they videotaped him 
engaging in a sex act and then 
handing over an undetermined 
amount of cash, Jupiter, Fla., po¬ 
lice said in charging documents 
released by the Palm Beach State 
Attorney’s Office. 

Investigators said Kraft re¬ 
turned 17 hours later, arriving at 
the upper-middle class shopping 
center where the spa was located 
in a chauffeured 2015 blue Bent¬ 
ley, the documents said. Kraft, 
who is worth $6 billion, was vid¬ 
eotaped engaging in sex acts be¬ 
fore paying with a $100 bill and 
another bill, police said. He then 
flew to Kansas City to watch his 
Patriots defeat the Chiefs in over¬ 
time hours later. 

Kraft, whose team won the 
Super Bowl earlier this month in 
Atlanta, denied wrongdoing Fri¬ 
day, shortly after Jupiter police 
announced he was being charged. 
The NFL said Monday in a state¬ 
ment that its personal conduct 
policy “applies equally to every¬ 


one in the NFL” and it will handle 
“this allegation in the same way 
we would handle any issue under 
the policy.” Kraft’s wife, Myra 
Hiatt Kraft, died in 2011. He has 
been dating 39-year-old actress 
Ricki Noel Lander since 2012. 

Another high-profile business¬ 
man, former Citigroup President 
John Havens, 62, is also charged 
with paying for sex at the Orchids 
of Asia spa. He, too, has denied 
wrongdoing. He was Citigroup 
president in 2011 and 2012. He 
now runs a hedge fund that was 
spun off from Citigroup. Twenty- 
three other men are also charged 
in Palm Beach County, with oth¬ 
ers charged in a string of counties 
spanning more than 150 miles. 

Palm Beach State Attorney 
Dave Aronberg said Kraft will be 
issued a summons that is similar 
to a traffic ticket and assigned 
a day to appear in court. Most 
people charged for the first time 
with soliciting are eligible for a 
diversion program where they 
pay a fine, perform 100 hours of 
community service and attend a 
class where they learn about the 
dangers of prostitution and how it 
is often tied to human trafficking. 
Fines can be up to $5,000. 

Authorities investigated the 
parlors for months, gathering 
evidence through observation, in¬ 
terviews with men stopped leav¬ 
ing the spas, trash bin searches 
and surveillance of their owners. 
Judges then issued warrants al¬ 
lowing them to secretly install 
cameras inside the spas to record 
what transpired. 

Aronberg steered a Monday 
news conference away from 
Kraft’s case to the larger issue 
of human trafficking. No human 
trafficking charges have been 
filed against Kraft, Haven or any 
of the other alleged customers, 
but at least one alleged operator is 
charged in Indian River County 
with trafficking. 



Rebecca Blackwell/AP 

NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell, right, talks with New England 
Patriots owner Robert Kraft before the l^triots face the Oakland 
Raiders in in Mexico City on Nov. 19, 2017. Pending the completion 
of police investigations in Florida, Goodell could punish Kraft for 
being chaig;ed with two counts of soliciting a prostitute. 
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Rogelio V. Solis/AP 


Guard Fletcher Magee, left, leads Wofford in scoring with 20.2 
points a game. The Terriers, ranked for the first time in program 
history, have a chance to complete the Southern Conference regular- 
season schedule unbeaten. 

This week in Top 25 

Wofford ranked but 
has bigger goals 

By Aaron Beard 

Associated Press 


Roundup 

Kansas keeps alive hopes 
of 15th straight Big 12 title 



Orlin Wagner/AP 


Kansas forward Dedric Lawson, right, shoots while covered by 
Kansas State forward Makol Mawien during the first half on Monday. 


RALEIGH, N.C. — Wofford 
coach Mike Young knew his team 
had returning talent good enough 
to contend for a Southern Confer¬ 
ence championship. 

Yet the 24th-ranked Terriers 
are flirting with accomplishing 
even more. 

They earned the first AP Top 25 
ranking in program history with 
the latest poll release Monday and 
enter the week with a chance to 
complete a perfect regular-season 
run through the Southern Confer¬ 
ence schedule. And that has Wof¬ 
ford within reach of its first NCAA 
Tournament bid since 2015. 

“It’s the most wonderful team,” 
Young said in an interview with 
The Associated Press. “We’re not 
managing egos. We’re not manag¬ 
ing this and that, walking them to 
class. We don’t do that stuff around 
here. It is coaching the team. And 
that’s pretty awesome.” 

Wofford (24-4, 16-0) plays its 
first game with a national rank¬ 
ing Thursday at Chattanooga, 
then visits Samford in Saturday’s 
regular-season finale. 

Picked second in the league 
in preseason, Wofford is led by 
high-scoring guard Fletcher 
Magee (20.2 points) and forward 
Cameron Jackson (14.8 points, 
7.4 rebounds) — two players who 
played key roles in the Terriers’ 
headline-grabbing road upset of 
reigning national champion North 
Carolina in December 2017. 

Wofford tested itself with a 
demanding schedule featuring 
multiple power-conference op¬ 
ponents. The Terriers beat South 
Carolina on the road by 20 in No¬ 
vember. They opened with a home 
loss to the Tar Heels, and later lost 
at Oklahoma on Nov. 18, Kansas 
on Dec. 4 and Mississippi State on 
Dec. 19. 

They were tied or led after half¬ 
time in all four losses, and haven’t 
lost since Dec. 19 to the Bulldogs. 

The Terriers enter the week 
ranked 10th nationally in Ken- 
Pom’s adjusted offensive ef¬ 
ficiency (118.5 points per 100 


possessions) and No. 26 in Ken- 
Pom’s overall rankings. 

As for its NCAA Tournament 
resume, Wofford was 19th in 
Monday’s NET rankings and has 
three Quadrant 1 wins. That could 
put the Terriers in contention to 
become the first Southern Con¬ 
ference team to earn an at-large 
NCAA bid if they do stumble in 
next week’s league tournament in 
Asheville, N.C. 

“The only surefire way into that 
greatest tournament on Earth is 
to keep winning and leave nothing 
to chance,” Young said. 

“I’m not much of a math guy, 
metrics and all that stuff. I can’t 
spell metric. I just worry about 
our team and getting a little bit 
better here heading down the 
stretch.” 

SEC rematch 

Kentucky blew out then-No. 
1 Tennessee at home in the first 
meeting between the Southeast¬ 
ern Conference’s highest-ranked 
teams. Saturday’s rematch in 
Knoxville could eliminate the 
loser from the race to finish first 
in the regular season. 

The fourth-ranked Wildcats 
(23-4), seventh-ranked Volun¬ 
teers (24-3) and No. 13 LSU (22-5) 
are tied at 12-2 in the league. But 
LSU has won its only regular-sea¬ 
son matchups with Kentucky and 
Tennessee, meaning the Tigers 
can claim the top seed in the SEC 
Tournament by winning out. 

The Tigers hosted Texas A&M 
on Tuesday and visit Alabama on 
Saturday. 

Big Ten battle 

Ninth-ranked Michigan visits 
No. 17 Maryland on Sunday in 
the only other matchup of ranked 
teams on the AP Top 25 national 
schedule. 

The Wolverines (24-4, 13-4 
Big Ten) and Terrapins (21-7, 
12-5) can’t afford to stumble as 
they trail No. 6 Michigan State 
and No. 14 Purdue in the league 
standings. 


Associated Press 

LAWRENCE, Kan. — Kansas 
got exactly what it needed after 
a humiliating loss at Texas Tech 
when the schedule produced a 
high-profile showdown with Big 
12-leading Kansas State inside 
raucous Allen Fieldhouse. 

The Jayhawks took advantage 
of the opportunity, too. 

Playing with a newfound sense 
of urgency, Dedric Lawson and 
the rest of the Jayhawks roared 
to a 64-49 victory over their big¬ 
gest rival Monday night, flushing 
the memory of that lopsided loss 
to the Red Raiders while keeping 
alive their hopes of a 15th consec¬ 
utive conference championship. 

“It’s just handling business,” 
said Lawson, whose 18 points and 
14 rebounds likely cemented his 
front-runner status as the league’s 
player of the year. 

“We take that approach and 
build off the energy we had,” 
Lawson said, “we’re going to be 
great.” 

Devon Dotson added 16 points 
and fellow freshman Quentin 
Grimes had 12 for the Jayhawks 
(21-7, 10-5), who moved within a 
game of the Wildcats (21-7, 11-4) 
with three to play. 

Texas Tech, which has played 
one fewer game, is a half-game 
back in second place. 

“If you get beat the way we got 
beat Saturday,” Jayhawks coach 
Bill Self said, “it’s bad in some 
ways that we played so quick but 
it’s also good in some ways that 
you have a way to redeem your¬ 
self a little bit. So yeah, it was a 
good way to bounce back.” 

There was clearly a sense of 
desperation inside the Phog, 
where Kansas — despite all the 
injuries and unrest this season 
— had not lost in 19 games. And 
it manifested itself in the kind of 
cutthroat D that has become a 
hallmark of Self’s teams over the 
years. 

The Wildcats shot just 32 per¬ 
cent from the field, struggled 
with turnovers at key junctures 
and never seemed as comfortable 
as they were at Bramlage Coli¬ 
seum, where they roared past the 
Jayhawks nearly three weeks ago 
to seize control of the conference 
race. 

“Credit to them. They just kind 
of switched everything and then 
when they had their two bigs in, 
they just packed it in,” Kansas 
State coach Bruce Weber said. 
“We didn’t make the extra pass.” 

Kamau Stokes led the Wildcats 
with 12 points, but nobody else 
got into much of a rhythm. Floor 
leader Dean Wade was held to 
eight points and five boards be¬ 
fore fouling out with 3:35 to go, 
and leading scorer Barry Brown 
Jr. finished with four points on 1- 
for-8 shooting. 

“It was a team effort,” Dotson 


said, “just to keep all their guards 
out of the lane. I really wanted 
[Brown] to stay in front, put 
pressure on him, keep him from 
getting comfortable, because 
when he’s comfortable he can be 
dangerous.” 

It was a masterful defensive 
effort by a Kansas team that had 
been searching for an identity. 

The Jayhawks doubled Wade in 
the post. They got big man Makol 
Mawien into early foul trouble. 
And they ultimately forced off- 
balance jumpers and deep threes 
as the shot clock was winding 
down. 

“We all took it as a challenge. 
We were all locked in,” forward 
Mitch Lightfoot said. “Allen Field- 
house is a hard place to play, and 
we all believe in that. We come in 
here and play our hardest.” 

Meanwhile, Kansas turned its 
defense into just enough offense to 
rip off a 12-2 run midway through 
the half, and that was responsible 
for the 34-27 lead the Jayhawks 
took to the locker room. 

The in-your-shorts defense was 
just as responsible for extending 
the lead in the second half. 

Kansas State missed three 
shots on its first trip down the 
floor, three more on its next, and 
its first 10 out of the break. The 
Jayhawks took advantage by con¬ 
verting a couple of easy layups, 
and Grimes shrugged off a sea¬ 
son-long slump to hit an open 
three and push the lead to 41-27 


with 16 minutes to go. 

Suddenly, a field house stirring 
with anticipation and jammed to 
the rafters was roaring. 

No. 18 Florida State 68, Notre 
Dame 61: Freshman Devin Vas- 
sell scored 13 points, sparking his 
team’s second-half charge with a 
dunk and a three-pointer on con¬ 
secutive possessions, and the host 
Seminoles held off the Fighting 
Irish. 

Trent Forrest made four of six 
six free-throw attempts in the 
final minute to help Florida State 
(22-6,10-5 Atlantic Coast Confer¬ 
ence) hang on. 

D.J. Harvey scored 18 points 
and Prentiss Hubb had 17 for 
Notre Dame (13-15, 3-12), which 
has dropped four straight games. 

The Fighting Irish went score¬ 
less for nearly five minutes late 
in the game and made just one of 
their final 10 field-goal attempts. 

Iowa State 78, Oklahoma 61: 
Marial Shayok scored 21 points 
and the host Cyclones rolled past 
the Sooners, snapping a two-game 
losing skid. 

Talen Horton-Tucker had 18 
for Iowa State (20-8, 9-6 Big 
12), which reached 20 wins for 
the seventh time in eight years 
thanks largely to a 13-0 run mid¬ 
way through the second half. 

The Cyclones needed this one 
after dropping both of their games 
last week and dropping out of the 
Top 25 on Monday. 
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H Streak over 

Harden’s stretch of 30-point games 
ends against Hawks » Page 26 
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By Tim Booth 

Associated Press 

PEORIA, Ariz. — Yusei Kikuchi felt the 
nerves Monday that would normally ac¬ 
company taking the mound in front of tens 
of thousands of fans in a mgjor ballpark, 
not the few thousand who showed up for a 
spring training game in the desert. 

“I’ve been pitching in Japan for the last 
nine years and I wanted to test what I was 
doing in Japan against mgjor league hit¬ 
ters and I wanted to see how they reacted,” 
Kikuchi said through an interpreter. “So I 


was really kind of excited and also nervous 
about that.” 

Kikuchi made his debut for the Seattle 
Mariners throwing two innings against the 
Cincinnati Reds in a start that featured a 
little bit of everything, from moments of 
dominance to Kikuchi working out of a 
jam. 

The Mariners were pleased with what 
they saw. 

“He had a little nerves, no doubt about 
it, but fastball was really good, he was up 
to 95 (mph), the breaking pitches we know 
are outstanding. Thought he handled it re¬ 


ally, really well,” Seattle manager Scott 
Servais said. “He’s going to take a little 
time to get his routine. You saw him throw¬ 
ing outside the dugout before, there’s a few 
adjustments there, but really happy for him 
getting that first outing under his belt.” 

Kikuchi’s most notable at-bat was his 
lone strikeout, when he tied up Joey Votto 
on a deceptive 2-2 curveball that left the 
veteran slugger waving unsuccessfully. 
While Kikuchi has a fastball in the mid- 
90s, his breaking pitches and the ability to 
hide the ball in his windup add to the chal¬ 
lenges of facing the lefty. 


“It’s spring training and I’m sure he’s 
tuning up his swing as well but to strike out 
someone the caliber of Joey Votto, a hitter 
of that caliber. I’m really happy about the 
result of today,” Kikuchi said. 

The rest of the outing forced Kikuchi 
to do a little bit of everything. He had to 
scamper off the mound to cover first base 
on a groundnut by Yasiel Puig. He faced 
the challenge of traffic on the bases after 
a rough second inning that featured a lead- 
off walk, two errors and giving up two runs 
— although both were unearned. 

SEE START ON PAGE 27 
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